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PRELUDE. 



Pleasant it was, when woods were greeny 

And winds were soft and low, 
To lie amid some sylvan scene, 
Where, the long drooping boughs between. 
Shadows dark and sunlight sheen 

Alternate come and go ; 

Or where the denser grove receives 

No sunlight from above, 
But the dark foliage interweaves 
In one unbroken roof of leaves, 
Underneath whose sloping eaves 

The shadows hardly move. 

Beneath some patriarchal tree 

I lay upon tlie ground ; 
His hoary arms uplifted he. 
And all the broad leaves over me 
Clapped their little hands in glee, 

AVith one continuous sound ; — 

A slumberous sound, — a sound that bringp 

The feelings of a dream, — 
As of innumerable wings. 
As, when a b*^ll no longer swings, 
Faint the hollow murmur rings 

O'er meadow, lake, and stream. 




A 



PRELUDE. 



And dreams of that which cannot die, 

Bright visions, came to me, 
As lapped in thought I used to lie, 
And gaze into the summer sky, 
Where the sailing clouds went by, 

Like ships upon the sea; 

Dreams that the soul of youth engage 

Ere Fancy has been quelled ; 
Old letjends of the monkish page. 
Traditions of the saint and sage. 
Tales that have the nme of age. 

And chronicles of Eld. 

And, loving still these quaint old themes, 

Even in the city's throng 
I feel the freshness of the streams, 
That, crossed by shades and sunny gleamii 
Water the green land of dreams, 

The holy land of song. 

Therefore, at Pentecost, which brings 
The Spnng, clothed like a bride, 

When nestling buds unfold their wings. 

And bishop's-caps have golden rings, 

Musing upon many things, 
I sought the woodlands wide. 

The green trees whispered low and mild) 

It was a sound of joy 1 
They were my playmates when a child, 
And rocked me in their arms so wild I 
Still they looked at me and smiled, 

As if 1 were a boy ; 

And ever whispered, mild and low, 
" Come, be a child once more I ** 
And waved their long arms to and frOk 



Digitized by 



PBELUDK. 



I 



And beckoned solemnly and slow ; 
0, 1 could I ot choose but go 
Into the \foodlandfl hoar ; 

Into the blithe and breathing air, 

Into the solemn wood, 
Solemn and silent everywhere I 
Nature with folded hands seemed therOi 
Kneeling at her evening prayer I 

Like one in prayer I stood. 

Before me rose an avenue 

Of tall and sombrous pines ; 
Abroad their fan-like branches grew. 
And, where the sunshine darted throu^^ 
Spread a vapor soft and blue, 

In long and sloping lines. 

And, falling on my weary brain, 

Like a fast-falling shower, 
The dreams of youth came back again. 
Low lispings of the summer rain. 
Dropping on the ripened grain, 

Ab once upon the flower. 

visions of childhood ! Stajr, O stay I 

Ye were so sweet and wild 1 
And distant voices seemed to say, 
" It cannot be I They pass away ! 
Other themes demand thy lay ; 

Thou art no more a child I 

« The land of Song within thee lies, 

Watered by living springs ; 
The lids of Fancy's sleepless eyes 
Are gates unto that Paradise, 
Holy thoughts, like 8tai*s, arise, 

Its clouds are angels' wings. 
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" Luarn, that henceforth thjr song shall be, 
J^^ot mountains capped with snow, 

Nor forests sounding like the sea. 

Nor rivers flowing ceaselessly, 

Where the woodlands bend to see 
The bending heavens below. 

" lliere is a forest where the din 

Of iron branches sounds 1 
A mighty river roars between, 
And whosoever looks therein, 
Sees the heavens all black with sin, — 

Sees not its depths, nor bounds. 

"Athwart the swin^png branches cast, 

Soft rays of sunshine pour ; 
Then comes the fearful wintry blast ; 
Our hopes, like withered leaves, fall fastj 
Pallid hps say, * It is past I 

We can return no more I * 

^ Look, then, into thine heart, and write I 

Yes, into Life's deep stream I 
All forms of sorrow and delight, 
All solemn Voices of the Night, 
That can <KX)tbe thee, or alTright, — 

Be these henceforth thy theme." 
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HYMN TO THE NIGHT. 



'Aanaaifi^ TpiXkiaTO(. 

1 HEAKD the trailing garments of tbe Night 
Sweep through her marble halls I 

I saw her sable skirts all fringed with light 
From the celestial walls I 

f felt her presence, hj its spell of might. 

Stoop o*er me from above ; 
The calm, majestic presence of the Night, 

As of the one I love. 

I heard the sounds of sorrow and delight, 

The manifold, soft chimes, 
That fill the haunted chambers of the Night, 

Like some old poet's rhymes. 

From the cool cisterns of the midnight air 

My spirit drank repose ; 
The fountain of perpetual peace flows therOf— 

From those deep cisterns flows. 

O holy Night I from thee I learn to bear 

What man has borne before I 
Thou layest thy finder on the lips of Care» 

And they complain no more 
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Peace I Peace I Orestes-like I breathe this prayer I 

Descend with broad-winged flight, 
The welcome, the thrice-prayed for, the most fahf 

The bestrbeloved Night t 



A- PSALM OF LIFE. 

WHAT THB HKABT OF THE TOUNO MAN BAID TO TSU 
PSALMIST. 

Tell me not, in mournful numberg, 
" Life is but an empty dream I ** 

For the soul is dead tnat slumbers. 
And things are not what they seem. 

Life is real I Life is earnest ! 

And the grave is not its goal; 
** Dust thou art, to dust retumest," 

Was not spoken of the souL 

Not enjo3rment, and not sorrow. 

Is our destined end or way ; 
But to act, that each to-morrow 

Find us farther than to-day. 

Art is long, and Time is fleeting, 

And our hearts, though stout and brave, 

Still, like muflled drums, are beating 
Funeral marches to the grave. 

In the world's broad field of battle. 

In the bivouac of Life, 
Be not like dumb, driven cattle I 

Be a hero in the strife I 
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Trust no Future, bowe'er pleasant! 

Let the dead Past bury its dead I 
Act, — act in the Jiving rtesent I 

Heart within, and God o'erhead I 

Lives of great men all remind uf 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprinta on the sands of time ; 



Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for axij fate ; 

Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to h^r and to wait 



THE REAPER AND THE FLOWERS. 

There is a Reaper, whose name is Death, 

And, with his sickle keen. 
He reaps the beard^d gi:ain at a breath, 
And the flowers that grow between. 

" Shall 1 have nought that is fair ? " saith ha ; 

** Have nought but the bearded grain ? 
Though the breath <^ these flowers is sweet to me, 

I will give them all back again.** 
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VOICES OF THE NIGHT. 

" MY Lord has need of these flowerets gaj," 

The Reaper said, and smiled ; 
"Dear tokens of the earth are they, 

Where he was once a child. 

"They shall all bloom in fields of light, 

Transplanted by my care, 
And saints, upon their garments white, 

These sacred blossoms wear." 

And the mother gave, in tears and pain, 

The flowers she most did love ; 
She knew she should find them all again 

In the fields of light above. 

O, not in cruelty, not in wrath. 

The Reaper came that day ; 
'T was an anorel visited the green earth, 

And took me flowers away. 



THE LIGHT OF STARS. 

The night is come, but not too soon; 

And sinking silently, 
All silently, the little moon 

Drops down behind the sky 

There is no light in earth or heaven. 
But the cold light of stars; 

And the first watch of night is given 
To the red planet Mars. 

Is it the tender star of love ? 

The star of love and dreams? 
no 1 from that blue tent above. 

A hero's armour gleams 
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And earnest thou<;ht8 within me rise. 

When I behold afar, 
Sufipended in the evenin*; skies, 

Tne shield of that red star. 

star of strength I I see thee stand 
And smile upon my pain ; 

Thou beckonest with thy mailed hand, 
And I am strong again. 

Within my breast there is no light, 
But the cold light of stars; 

1 give the first watch of the night 
To the red planet Mars. 

The star of the nnconqiered will, 

He rises in my brea«t. 
Serene, and resolute, and still, 

And calm, and self-possessed 

And thou, too, whosoe'er thou art, 
That read est this brief psalm. 

As one by one thy hopes depart, 
Be resolute and calm. 

O fear not in a world like this. 
And thou shalt know ere long. 

Know how sublime a thing it is 
To sulTer and be strong. 



FOOTSTEPS OF ANGELS. 

When the hours of Day are numbered, 
And the voices of the Ni«iht 

Wake the better soul, that slumbered, 
To a holy, calm delight; 
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Ere tbe eyening lamps are lighted^ 
And, like phantoms wnm and taJl, 

Shadows from the fitfm fire-lia:ht 
Dance upon the parlour waul; 

Then the forms of the departed 

Enter at the open door; 
The beloved, the true-hearted. 

Come to visit me once more; 

He, the youn^ and strong, who ekeiulied 

Noble longings for the strife, 
"By the road-side fell and perished^ 
Weaiy with the march of Hfe 1 

They, the holy ones and weakly, 
\Vho the cross of suffering bore, 

Folded their pale hands so meekly, 
Spake with us on earth no morel 

And with them the Being Beauteous, 
Who unto my youth was ffiven, 

More than all thin^ else to love me, 
And is now a samt in heaven. 

With a slow and noiseless footstep 
Comes that messenger divine, 

Takes the vacant chair beside me. 
Lays her gentle hand in mine. 

And she sits and gazes at me 

\Vith those deep and tender eyes, 

Like the stars, so still and saint-Iike, 
Looking downward irom the skies. 

Uttered not, yet comprehended, 
Is the spirit*s voiceless prayer, 

Sofl rebukes, in blessings ended, 
Breathing from her lips of air. 
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0» though oft depressed and londj, 

All mj fears are laid aside. 
If I but remember only 

Such as these have lived and diedl 



FLOWEKa 

Bpakb full well, in lang:nage quaint and oldeq. 
One who dwelleth bj the castled Rhine, 

When he called the flowers, so blue and goldeB. 
Stars, that in earth's firmament do shine. 

Stars they are, wherein we read our history, 

As astrologers and seers of eld ; 
Yet not wrapped about with awful mystery, 

Like the burning stars, which they beheld. 

Wondrous truths, and manifold as wondrous, 
God hath written in those stars above ; 

But not less in the bright flowerets under u8 
Stands the revelation of his love. 

Bright and glorious is that revelation, 
Written all over this great world of ours ; 

Making evident our own creation, 
In these stars of earthy — these golden flowerik 

And the Poet, faithful and far^eeing, 
Sees, alike in stars and flowers, a part 

Of the self-same, universal bein^, 
AVhich is throbbing in his bram and heart 

Gorgeous flowerets in the sunlight shining, 
Blossoms flaunting in the eye of day. 

Tremulous leaves, with sofl and silver lining, 
Buds that open only to decay ; 
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Brilliant hopes, all woven in gororeous tissues. 
Flaunting gayly in the golden light ; 

Large desires, with most uncertain issues, 
Tender wishes, blossoming at night ! 

These in flowers and men are more than seeming^ 
Workings are they of the self-same powers. 

Which the Poet, in no idle dreaming, 
Seeth in himself and in the flowers 

Everywhere about us are they glowin^, 
Some like stars, to tell us Spring is Dom ; 

Others, their blue eyes with tears o'erflowing, 
Stand like Buth amid the golden corn ; 

Not alone in Spring's armorial bearing, 
And in Summer's green-emblazoned field, 

But in arms of brave old Autumn's wearing. 
In the centre of his brazen shield ; 

Not alone in meadows and green allejrs, 
On the mountain-top, and by the brink 

Of seijuestered pools in woodland valleys, 
AVhere the slaves of Nature stoop to dnnk ; 

Not alone in her vast dome of glory, 
Not on graves of bird and beast alone. 

But in old cathedrals, high and hoary. 
On the tombs of heroes, carved in stone ; 

In the cottage of the rudest peasant, 

In ancestral homes, whose erumbling towers, 

S]»eaking of the Past unto the Present, 
Tell us of the ancient Games of Flowers ; 

In ftD places, then, and in all seasons. 

Flowers expand their light and soul-like wings, 
Teaching us, by most persuasive reasons. 

How akin they are to human things. 
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And with childlike, credulous affectioii 
We beholci their tender buds expand ; 

Embltjms of our owu great resurrection, 
Emblems of the bright and better land. 



THE BELEAGUERED CITl* 

1 HATE read, in some old marvelloui tal«, 

Some legend strange and vague. 
That a midnight host of spectres pale 
Beleaguered the walls of Prague. 

Beside the Moldau's rushing stream, 
With the wan moon overhead. 

There stood, as in an awful dream, 
The army of the dead. 

White as a sea-fog, landward bound, 

The spectral camp was seen. 
And, with a sorrowful, deep sound, 

The river flowed between. 

No other voice nor sound was there, 

No drum, nor sentry's pace ; 
The mistlike banners clasped the air. 

As clouds with clouds embrace. 

But, when the old cathedral bell 
Proclaimed the morning prayer, 

The white pavilions rose and fell 
On the alarmed air. 

Down the broad valley fast and &r 
The troubled army fled ; 
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I have read, in the marvellous heart of maiii 

That stranfje and mystic scroll, 
That an army of phantoms vast and wan 

Beleaguer the human souL 

Encamped beside Life's rushing stream, 

In Fancy's misty light, 
Gisantic shapes and shadows gleam 

Portentous through the night 

Upon its midnight battle-ground 

The spectral camp is seen. 
And, with a sorrowful, deep sound, 

Flows the River of Life oetween. 

No other voice, nor sound is there, 

In the army of the grave ; 
Ko other challenge breaks the air. 

But the rushing of Life's wave. 

And, when the solemn and deep chnrch-bell 

Entreats the soul to pray, 
The midnight phantoms feel the spell, 

The shadows sweep away. 

Down the broa^J Vale of Tears afar 

The spectral camp is tied ; 
Faith shineth as a morning star* 

Our ghastly fears are dead* 
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MIDNIGHT MASS FOR THE DTINO 
YEAR. 

Yes, the Year is growing old. 
And his eye is pale and bleared I 

Death, with frosty hand and cold, 
Plucks the old man by the beard, 
Sorely, — sorely! 

The leaves are falling, idling, 

Solemnly and slow ; 
Caw ! caw ! the rooks are calling. 

It is a sound of woe, 
A sound of woe I 

Through woods and mountain passes 

The winds, like anthems, roll ; 
The^ are chanting solemn masses, 

Smging; ** Pray for this poor soul. 
Pray, — pray I " 

And the hooded clouds, like friars, 
Tell their beads in drops of rain, ' 

And patter their doleftil prayers 1 — 
But their prayers are all in vain, 
All in vain t 

There he stands in the foul weather, 

The foolish, fond Old Year, 
Crowned with wild flowers and with heatheTf 

Like weak, despised Lear, 
A king, — a kingt 

Then comes the summer-like day, 

Bids the old man rejoice I ' 
His joy I his last ! O, the old man gray, 

Loveth that ever-soft voice, 
Gentle and low. 
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To the crimson woods he saith, — 

To the voice gjentle and low 
Of the soil air, like a daughter's breath,— » 

*' Prjiv do not mock me so I 
Do not laugh at me ! 

And now the sweet day is dead; 

Cold in his arms it lies; 
No stain frpm its breath is spread 

OTer tlie glassy skies, 
Ho mist or stain ! 

Then, too, the Old Year dieth, 
And the forests utter a moan, 

Like the voice of one who crieth 
In the wilderness alone, 
•*Vex not his ghost l" 

Then comes, with an awful roar, 

Gathering and sounding on, 
The storm-wind from Labrador, 

The wind Euroclydon, 
Th9 storm- wind I 

Howl 1 howl 1 and from the forest 

Sweep the red leaves away I 
Would, the sins that thou abhorrest, 

Soul ! could thus decay. 
And be swept away ! 

For there shall come a mightier blast, 

There shall be a darker day ; 
And the stars, from heaven down-cast^ 
Like red leaves be swept away I 
Kyrie, eleyson I 
Chfiste, eleyson i 
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[TImm poems were written fbr the meet part during my eollegt 
life, and all of them belbre the age of nineteen. Some haT« 
Ibnnd their way into schools, and seem to be succeesftil. 
Others lead a ragabond and precarious existence in th« 
eomers of newspapers ; or hare changed their names and mn 
away to seek their Ibrtnnes beyond the sea. I say. with ttM 
Bishop of Ayranches, on a similar occasion ; I cannot b« 
displeased to see these children of mine which I hare n^ 
lected, and almost exposed, brought firom thdr wanderinn m 
lanes and alleys, and safely lodged, in order to go forth Into 
tba wodd togetber in a more decorous fub.'*] 




AN APRIL DAY. 



When the warm sun, that brings 
Beed-tlme and harvest, has returned again, 
T is sweet to visit the still wood, where springs 

The first flower of the plain. 

I love the season well. 
When forest glades are teeming with bright formSi 
Nor dark and many-folded clouds foretell 

The coming-on of storms. 

From the earth's loosened mould 
The sapling draws its sustenance, and thrives i 
Though stricken to the heart with winter's cold. 

The drooping tree revives. 

The softly-warbled song 
Comes from the pleasant woods, and colored wings 
Glance quick in the bright sun, that moves along 

The forest openings. 

When the bright sunset fills 
The silver woods with light, the green slope throwi 
Its shadows in the hollows of the hills, 

And wide the upland glows. 

And, when the eve is bom. 
In the blue lake the sky, o*er-reaching far, 
Is hollowed out, and the moon dips her horn, 

And twinkles many a star. 
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Inyerted in the tide, 
Stand the ^ay rocks, and trembling shadows throWi 
And the fair trees look over, side by side. 

And see themselves below. 

Sweet April I — ^many a thought 
Is wedded unto thee, as hearts are wed ; 
Nor shall they fail, till, to its autumn brought, 

Life's golden fruit is shed. 



AUTUMN. 

With what a glory comes and ftoes the year I 
The buds of spring, those beautiful harbinger! 
Of sunny skies and cloudless times, enjoy 
Life's newness, and earth's garniture spread out. 
And when the silver habit of the cloucls 
Comes down upon the autumn sun, and with 
A sober gladness the old year takes up 
His bright inheritance of golden fruits, 
A pomp and pageant fill the splendid scene. 

There is a beautiful spirit breathing now 
Its mellow richness on tne clustered trees, 
And, from a beaker full of richest dyes. 
Pouring new glory on the autumn woods, 
And dippijig m warm Hsht the pillar<>d clouds. 
Morn on the mountain, uke a summer bird, 
Lifts up her purple wing, and in the vales 
The gentle wind, a sweet and passionate wooer, 
Kisses the blushing leaf, and stirs up life 
Within the solemn woods of ash deep-crimsoned, 
And silver beech, and maple yellow-leaved, 
Where autumn, like a faint o^ man, sits down 
By the wayside a-weary. Through the trees 
Tiie golden robin moves The purple finchi. 
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That on wild cherry and red cedar feeds, 
A winter bird, comes with its plaintive whistle, 
And pecks by the witch-hazel, whilst aloud 
From cottage roofs the warbling blue-bird sings, 
And merrily, with oft-repeated stroke, 
Sounds from the threshing-floor the busy flaiL 

O what a gloiy doth this world put on 
For him who, with a fervent heart, goes forth 
Under the bright and glorious sky, and looks 
On duties well performed, and days well spent I 
For him the wind, ay, and the yellow leaves 
Shall have a voice, and give him eloquent teacbin|gi 
He shall so hear the solemn hymn, that Death 
H^s lifted up for all, that he shall go 
To his long resting-place without a tear. 



WOODS IN WINTER. 

When winter winds are piercing chill, 
And through the hawthorn blows the gale. 

With solemn feet I tread the hill, 
That overbrows the lonely vale. 

O'er the bare upland, and away 
' Through the \on^ reach of desert woods, 
The embracing sunbeams chastely play, 
And gladden these deep solitudes. 

Where, twisted round the barren oak, 
The summer vine in beauty clung, 

And summer winds the stillness brcuLe, 
The crystal icicle is hung. 

Where, ftam their frozen urns, mate spiiogi 
Four out the river's gradual tide. 
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Shrilly the skater's iron rings, 
And voices fill the woodland side. 

Alas 1 how changed from the fair scene, 
When birds sang out their mellow lay, 

And winds were soft, and woods were green^ 
And the song ceased not with the day. 

But still wild music is abroad, 

Pale, desert woods I within your crowd; 
And gathering winds, in hoarse accord, 

Amid the Tocal reeds pipe loud. 

Chill airs and wintry winds I my ear 
Has grown familiar with your song; 

I hear it in the opening year, — 
I listen, and it cheers me long. 



OP THE MORAVIAN NUNS OF BETHLEHEM. 

AT THE GONSECRATION OF FULASKI^S BAXXKB. 

When the dying flame of day 
Through the chancel shot its ray. 
Far the glimmering tapers shed 
Faint light on the cowled head ; 
And the censer burning swung. 
Where, before the altar, hung 
The blood-red banner, that with prayer 
Had been consecrated there. 

And the nun's sweet hymn was heard di« whileg 



HYMN 



Song low in the dim, mysterious aisle. 
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•* Take thy banner I May it wave 
Proudly o'er the good and brave; 
When the battle's distant wail 
Breaks the sabbath of our vale, 
When the clarion's music thrills 
To the hearts of these lon6 hills, 
When the spear in conflict shakes, 
And the strong lance shivering breakk 

^Take thy banner I and, beneath 
The battle-cloud's encircling wreath, 
Guard it I — ^till our homes are free I 
G'lard it I — Grod will prosper thee I 
In the dark and trying hour. 
In the breaking forth of power, 
In the rush of steeds and men. 
His right hand will shield thee then. 

" Take thy banner I But, when night 



Spare him I — By our holy vow, 
By our prayers and many tears. 
By the mercy that endears, 
Spare him I — he our love hath shared I 
Spare him I — as thou wouldst be speuredl 

"Take thy banner! — and if e'er 
Thou shouldst press the soldier's bier, 
And the muffled drum should beat 
To the tread of mournful feet, 
Then this crimson flag shall be 
Martial cloak and shroud for thee." 

The warrior took that banner proud, 
And it was his martial cloak and shrond I 
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SUNRISE ON THE HILLS. 

I STOOD upon the hills, when heaven's wide arch 
Was glorious with the sun's returning march, 
And woods were brightened, and soil gales 
Went forth to kiss the sun-clad vales. 
The clouds were far beneath me ; — bathed in lightp 
They gathered mid-way round the wooded heightf 
And, m their fading-glory, shone 
Like hosts in battle overthrown, 
As many a pinnacle, with shiiling glance, 
Through the gray mist thrust up its shattered 
lance. 

And rocking on the cliff was left 
The dark pine blasted, bare, and cleft. 
The veil of cloud was lifted, and below 
Glowed the rich valley, and the river's flow 
Was darkened by the forest's shade, 
Or glistened in the white cascade ; 
Wliere upward, in the mellow blush of day, 
The noisy bittern wheeled his spiral way. 

I heard the distant waters dash, 
1 saw the current whirl and flash, — 
And richly, by the blue lake's silver beach. 
The woods were bending with a silent reack 
Then o'er the vale, with gentle swell, 
The music of the village bell 
Came sweetly to the echo-giving hills; 
And the wild horn, whose voice the woodland fllli, 
Was ringing to the merry' shout, 
That faint and far the glen sent out. 
Where, answering to the sudden shot, thin smoke, 
Through thick-leaved branches, from th6 dingU 
broke. 

If thou art worn and hard beset 
With sorrows, that thou wouldst forget, 
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If thou wouldst read a lesson, that will keep 
Thy heart from faintinjr and thy soul from sleep, 
Go to the woods and hills ! — No tears 
Dim the sweet look that Nature wears. 



THE SPIRIT OF POETRY. 

There is a quiet spirit in these woods, 
That dwells where'er the gentle south wind blows; 
MTiere, underneath the white-thorn, in the glade. 
The wild flowers bloom, or, kissing the soft air, 
The leaves above their sunny palms outspread. 
With what a tender and im])a88ioned voice 
It fills the nice and delicate ear of thought, 
'When the fast-ushering star of morning «^ome8 
O'er-riding the gray hills with golden scarf ; 
Or when the cowled and dusky-sandaled Eve, 
In mourning weeds, from out the western gate, 
Departs with silent pace 1 That spirit moves 
In the green valley, where the silver brook. 
From its full laver, pours the white cascade ; 
And, babbling low amid the tangled woods. 
Slips down through moss-grown stones with endlesi 
laughter. 

And frequent, on the everlasting hills. 

Its feet go forth, when it doth wrap itself 

In all the dark embroidery of the storm. 

And shouts the stem, strong vnnd. And here, amid 

The silent majesty of these deep woods. 

Its presence shall uplift thy thoughts from earth. 

As to the sunshine and the pure, oright air 

Their tops the green trees lift Hence gifted bards 

Have ever lovcS the calm and quiet shades. 

For them there was an eloquent voice in all 

The sjrlvan pomp of woods, the golden sun, 

The flowers, the leaves, the river ou ita way. 



Digitized by 



80 



EARLIER POEMS. 



Blue skies, and silver clouds, and gentle winds,— 
The swellintr upland, where the sidelong sun 
Aslant the wooded slope, at eveninjj, goes,— 
Groves, through whose broken roof the sky looks iiif 
Mountain, and shattered cliff, and sunny vale, 
The distant lake, fountains, — and mighty trees, 
In many a lazy syllable, repeating 
Their old poetic legends to the wmd. 

And this is the sweet spirit, that doth fill 
The world ; and, in these wajward days of youlh, 
My busy fancy oft embodies it, 
As a bright image of the li^ht and beauty 
That dwell in nature, — of the heavenly forms 
We worship in our dreams, and the soft hues 
That stain the wild bird's wing, and Hush the clouds 
When the sun sets. Within her eye 
The heaven of AprH, with its changing light. 
And when it wears the blue of May, is hung. 
And on her lip the rich, red rose. Her hair 
Is like the summer tresses of the trees. 
When twilight makes them brown, and on her 
cheek 

Blushes the richness of an autumn sky. 

With ever-shifting beauty. Then her breath, 

It is so like the gentle air of Spring, 

As, from the morning's dewy flowers, it comes 

Full of their fragrance, that it is a joy 

To have it round us, — and her silver voice 

Is the rich music of a summer bird, 

lleaid in the still night, with its passionate cadence. 
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BURIAL OP THE MINNISINK 

On sunny slope and beechen swell, 
The shadowed light of evening fell ; 
And, where the maple's leaf was brown. 
With sof\ and silent lapse came down 
The glory, that the wood receives, 
At sunset, in its brazen leaves. 

Far upward in the mellow light 
Rose the blue hills. One cloud of white. 
Around a far uplifled cone, 
In the warm blush of evening shone ; 
An image of the silver lakes. 
By which the Indian's soul awakes. 

But soon a funeral hymn was heard 
Where the soft breath of evening stirred 
The tall, ^y forest ; and a band 
Of stern in heart, and strong in hand, 
Came winding down beside the wave, 
To lay the red chief in his grave. 

They sang, that by his native bowers 
He stood, in the last moon of flowers, 
And thirty snows had not yet shed 
Their glory on the warrior's head ; 
But, as the summer fruit decays, 
60 died he in those naked days. 

A dark cloak of the roebuck's skin 
Covered the warrior, and within 
Its heavy folds the weapons, made 
For the nard toils of war, were laid ; 
The cuirass, woven of plaited •eeds. 
And the broad belt of shells and beads. 
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Before, a dark-haired virgin train 
Chanted the death dirge of the slain ; 
Behind, the long procession came 
Of hoary men and chiefs of fame, 
With heavy hearts, and eyes of grieff 
Leading the war-horse of their chief. 

Stripped of his proud and martial dreea, 
Uncurhed, unreined, and riderless, 
With darting eye, and nostril spread, 
And heavy and impatient tread, 
lie came ; and oft that eye so proud 
Asked for his rider in the crowd. 

They buried the dark chief ; they freed 
Beside the grave his battle steed ; 
And swift an arrow cleaved its way 
To his stem heart ! One piercing neigh 
Arose, — and, on the dead man's plain^ 
The rider grasps his steed again. 
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[Don Jorge ManTlqnef the author of the Ibllowfng poem, 

flourished In the last half of the fifteenth century, lie Ibl- 
lowed the profession of arms, and died on the field of battle. 
Mariana, In his History of Spain, makes honorable mention 
of him, as being present at the siege of Ucles ; and speaks of 
him as " a youth of estimable qualities, who In this war gave 
brilliant proofk of his yalor. He died young ; and was thus 
eut off from long exercising his great virtues, and exhibiting 
to the world the light of his genius, which was already known 
to fitme." He was mortally wounded in a skirmish near 
CaBavete, in the year 1479. 

The name of Rodrigo Manrique, the fkther of the poet, 
Oonde de Paredes and Maestre de Santiago, is well known in 
Spanish history and song. He died in 1476; according to 
Mariana, in the town of Ucles ; but, according to the poem 
of bis son, in Ocafia. It was his death that called forth the 

£)em upon which rests the literary reputation of the younger 
anrique. In the language of his historian, Don Jorge 
Manrique, In an elegant Ode, full of poetic beauties, rich em- 
beillshments of eenius, and high moral reflections, mourned 
the death of his father as with a funeral hymn." Thif 

{raise is not exaggerated. The poem is a model in its kind, 
ts conception is solemn and beautiful ; and. In acoordanc* 
with it, the style moves on— calm, dignified, and nugeetie.j 
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O LET the soul ber clumbers break, 
Let thought be quickened, and awake ; 
Awake to see 

How soon this life is past and gone, 
And death comes softly stei^ing on, 
How silently I 

Swiftly our pleasures glide away. 
Our hearts recall the distant day 
With many sighs ; 
The moments that are speeding fast 
We heed not, but the past, — the past,-^ 
More highly prize. 

Onward its course the present keeps, 
Onward the constant current sweeps, 
Till life is done ; 

And, did we judge of time aright, 



Let no one fondly dream again, 
That Hope and all her shadowy train 
Will not decay ; 

Fleetinor as were the dreams of old, 
Kemembered like a tale that*8 told, 
They pass away. 



FBOM THB BPAinSH. 
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Onr lives are rivers, gliding free 
To that unfathomed, ooundless seai 
The silent grave 1 

Thither all earthly pomp and boast 
Boll, to be swallowed up and loi$t 
In one dark wave. 

Thither the mighty torrents stray, 

Thither the brook pursues its way^ ' 

And tinkling rilL 

There all are equaL Side by side 
The poor man and the son oi pride 
Lie calm and stilL 

I win not here invoke the throng 

Of orators and sons of song, 

The deathless few ; 

Fiction entices and deceives, 

And, 8];)rinkled o'er her fragrant leavei, 

Lies poisonous dew. 

To One alone my thonshts arise, 

The Eternal Truth,— the Good and Wiie^ 

To Him I cry, 

Who shared on earth our common lot, 
But the world comprehended not 
His deity. 

Tliis world is but the rugged road 
Which leads us to the bright abode 
Of peace above ; 
So let us choose that narrow way, 
Wliich leads no traveller's foot astray 
From realms of love. 

Our cradle is the starting-place. 
In life we run the onwai*d race, 
And reach the goal ; 
When, in the mansions of the blest. 
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Denth leavM to its eternal reel 
The weary souL 

Did we but use it ai we onglit, 

This workl would school each wandefeTn^ 

thought 
To its high state. 

Faith wings the soul beyond the sky, 
Up to that better world on high, 
For which we wait. 

Ye8,-^he glad messenger of love. 
To guide us to our home above, 
The Saviour came ; 
Bom amid mortal cares and fears. 
He suiTered in this vale of tears 
A death of shame. 

Behold of what delunye worth 
The bubbles we pursue on earth, 
The shapes we chase, 
Amid a world of treachery I 
They vanbh ere death shuts the eye. 
And leave no trace. 

Time steals them from us,— chances strange^ 

Disastrous accidents, and change. 

That come to all; 

Even in the most exalted state, 

Relentless sweeps the stroke of fate; 

The strongest fall 

Tell me, — ^the charms that lovers seek 
In the clear eye and blushing cheek, 
The hues that play 
0*er rosy lip and brow of snow. 
When hoary age approaches slow 
Ah, where are they r 
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The cunning skill, the cnrious arts, 
The glorious strength that youth imparte 
In life's first stage ; 
These shall become a heavy weight, 
"When Time swings wide his outward 
To weary age. 

The noble blood of Gothic name, 
Heroes emblazoned high to fame, 
In long array; 

How, m the onward course of time. 
The landmarks of that race sublime 
Were swept away I • 

Some, the degraded slaves of lust. 
Prostrate and trampled in the dust, 
Shall rise no more ; 
Others, by guilt and crime, mmntain 
The scutcheon, that, without a stain, 
Their fathers bore. 

"Wealth and the high estate of pride, 
"With what untimefy speed they glide, 
How soon depart I 



The vassals of a mistress they. 
Of fickle heart 

These gifts in Fortune's hands are found ; 
Her swift revolving wheel turns round. 
And they are gone ! 
No rest the inconstant goddess knows, 
But changing, and without repose. 
Still humes on. 

Even could the hand of avarice save 
Its gilded baubles, till the grave 
Reclaimed its prey, 




Let none on such poor hopes rely; 
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Life, like an empty dream, flits Ijf 
And where are they ? 

Earthly desires and sensual lust 

Are passions springing from the dust,-* 

They fade and die ; 

Bat, in the life beyond the tomb, 

They seal the immortal spirit* s doom 

Eternally I 

The pleasures and delights, which mask 
In treacherous smiles l^e's serious taak* 
What are they, all, 
But the fleet coursers of the chase, 
And death an ambush in the race. 
Wherein we fall V 

No foe, no dangerous pass, wo heed. 
Brook no delay, — but onward speed 
With loosened rein ; 
And, when the fatal snare is near. 
We strive to check our mad career, 
But strive in vain. 

Could we new charms to age impart, 
And fashion with a cunning art 
The human face. 

As we can clothe the soul with light, 
And make the glorious spirit bright 
With heavenly grace, — 

How busily each passing hour 
Should we exert that magic power. 
What ardor show, 
To deck the sensual slave of sin, 
Tet leave the freebom soul witfajn, 
In weeds of woe ! 

Monarchs, the powerful and the strongi 
Famous in history and in song 
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Of olden time, 

Saw, by the stern decrees fate, 
Their kingdoms lost, and desolate 
Their race sublime. 

Who IS the champion? who the stronpj ? 

Pontiff and priest, and sceptred throng? 

On these shall fall 

As heaviljr the hand of Death, 

As when it stays the shepherd's breath 

Beade bis stalL 

I speak not of the Trojan name, 
Neither its glory nor its shame 
Has met our eyes ; 

Nor of Rome's great and glorious dead, 
Though we have heard so oft, and read« 
Their histories. 

Little avails it now to know 
Of ages passed so long ago, 
Nor how they rolled ; 
Our theme shall be of yesterday. 
Which to oblivion sweeps away. 
Like days of old. 

Where is the King, Don Juan ? Where 
Each ro}'al prince and noble heir 
Of Aragon ? 

MTiere are the courtly gallantries ? 
Tlie deeds of love and high emprise, 
In batde done ? 

Tourney and joust, that charmed the tj^ 
And scarf, and gorgeous panoply. 
And nodding plume, — 
What were they but a pageant scene ? 
What but the garlands, gay and green^ 
That deck the tomb? 
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Where are tlie higb-bom dames, and wliere 
Their gay attire, and jewelled hair, 
And odors sweet ? 

Where are the gentle knights, that came 
To kneel, and breathe love's ardent flame. 
Low at their feet ? 

Where is the song Tronbadour ? 

Where are the lute and gay tambonr 

They loved of yore ? 

Where is the mazy dance of old. 

The flowing robes, inwrought with gold, 

The dancers wore ? 

And he who next the sceptre swayed, 
Henry, whose royal court displayed 
Such power and pride ; 
O, in what winning smiles arrayed. 
The work! its various pleasures laid 
His throne beside I 

But O ! how false and full ofeuOe 
That world, which wore so sou a smile 

But to betray ! 

She, that had been his friend before, 
Kow from the fated monarch tore 
Her charms away. 

The countless gifls, — the stately walls, 

The royal palaces, and halls 

All filled with gold; 

Plate with armorial bearings wrought. 

Chambers with ample treasures flraught 

Of wealth untold ; 

The noble steeds, and harness brij^ht. 
And gallant lord, and stalwart knight, 
In rich array, — 
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Like the bright dewdrops on the grass, 
They passed away. 

His brother, too, whose factious zeal 
Usurped the sceptre of Castile, 
Unskilled to reifjn ; 
What a fray, brilliant court had he, 
When all the flower of chivalry 
Was in his train I 

But he was mortal ; and the breath, 
That flamed from the hot forge of lieathy 
Blasted his years ; 

Judgment of God I that flame by thee, 
WTien raging fierce and fearfully. 
Was quenched in tears 1 

Spain's haughty Constable, — the true 
And gallant Master, whom we knew 
Most loved of all. 

Breathe not a whisper of his pride,— 
He on the gloomy scaffold died, 
Ignoble falil 

The countless treasures of his care. 
His hamlets green, and cities £dr. 
His mighty power, — 
What were they all but grief and shame. 
Tears and a broken heart, when came 
The parting hour ? 

His other brothers, proud and high, 
l^Iasters, who, in prosperity. 
Might rival kin^ ; 
Who made the bravest and the best 
The bondsmen of their high behest. 
Their underlings ; 

What was their prosperous estate, 
When high exalted and elate 
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With power and pride? 
What, but a transient gleam of light, 
A flame, which, glaring at its height. 
Grew dim and died ? 

So many a duke of royal name, 
Marquis and count of spotless f^e, 



That might the sword of empire wield. 
All these, O Death, hast thou concealed 
In the dark grave I 

Their deeds of mercy and of arms, 
In peaceful days, or war's alarms, 
When thou dost show, 
O Death, thy stem and angry face, 
One stroke of thy ail-powenul mace 
Can overthrow. 

Unnumbered hosts, that threaten nigh, 
Pennon and standard flaunting higl^ 
And flag displayed ; 
High battlements intrenched around. 
Bastion, and moated wall, and mound. 
And palisade, 

And covered trench, secure and deep^ 

All these cannot one victim keep, 

O Death, from thee. 

When thou dost battle in thy wrath. 

And thy strong shafts pursue their pakli 

Unerringly 

O World ! so few the years we live, 

Would that the life which thou dost give 

Were life indeed 1 

Alas I thy sorrows fall so fast. 

Our happiest hour is when at last 

The soul is freed. 
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Our days are covered o'er with j^rief^ 

And sorrows neither few nor brief 

Veil all in ^loom ; 

Left desolate of real good, 

Within this cheerless solitude 

No pbjasures bloom. 

Thy pil^mape begins in teara, 
And ends in Citter doubts and fean. 
Or dark despair ; 
Midway so many toils appear, 
That he who lingers longest here 
Knows most of care. 

Thy goods are bought with many a groan« 

By the hot sweat of toil alone, 

And weary hearts; 

Fleet-footed is the approach of woe, 

But with a lingering step and alow 

Its form departs. 

And he, the good man's shield and shade. 
To whom all nearts their homage paid, 
As Virtue's son, — 
Roderic Manrique, — ^he whose name 
Is written on the scioll of Fame, 
Spain's champion ; 

His signal deeds and prowess high 
Demand no pompous eulogy,— 
Ye saw his deeds ! 

Why should their praise in verse be sang? 
The name, that dwells on every tongue. 
No minstrel needs. 

To friends a fHend ; — ^how kind to all 
The vassals of this ancient hail 
And feudal fief 1 
To foes how stem a foe was he I 
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And to the yaliant and the firee 
How brave a chief 1 

What prudence with the old and wise 

What grace in youthful gayeties ; 

In all how sage t 

Benignant to the serf and slave, 

He showed the base and falsely brave 

A lion's rage. 

His was Octavian's prosperous star, 
The rush of Caesar's conquering car 
At battle's call ; 

His, Seipio's virtue ; his, the skill 
And the indomitable will 
Of Hannibal. 

His was a Trajan's goodness, — hk 

A Titus* noble charities 

And righteous laws ; 

The arm o4* Hector, and the might 

Of TuUy, to maintain the right 

In truth's just cause ; 

The clemency of Antonine, 
Aurelius' countenance divine, 
Firm, gentle, still ; 
The elocjuence of Adrian, 
And Theodosius' love to man. 
And generous will ; 

In tented field and bloody fray, 
An Alexander's vigorous sway 
And stern command ; 
The faith of Constantine ; ay, more. 
The fervent love CamiUus bore 
His native land. 

He left no well-filled treasury. 
He heaped no pile of riches hisrh. 
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Nor massive plate ; 

He fought the Moors, — and, in their &D, 
City and tower and castled wall 
Were his estate. 

Upon the hard-fought battle-ground, 
Brave steeds and gallant riders found 
A common grave ; 

And there the warrior's hand did gain 
The rents, and the long vassal train, 
That conquest gave. 

And if, of old, his halls displayed 
The honored and exalted grade 
His worth had gained, 
So, in the dark, disastrous hour, 
Brothers and bondsmen of his power 
His hand sustained. 

After high deeds, not left untold, 
In the stern warfare, which of old 
*T was his to share, 

Such noble leagues he made, that more 
And fairer regions, than before. 
His guerdon were. 

These are the records, half effaced, 

Which, with the hand of youth, he traced 

On history's page ; 

But with fresn victories he drew 

Each fading character anew 

In his old age 

By his unrivalled skill, by great 
And veteran service to the state. 
By worth adored, 
He stood, in his high dignity, 
The proudest knight of chivalry, 
Knight of the Sword. 
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He found his cities and domains 
Beneath a tyrant's galling chains 
And cruel power ; 
But, by fierce battle and blockade, 
Soon Lis own banner was displayed 
From every tower. 

By the tried valor of his hand, 



Were nobly served ; — 

Let Portu":al repeat the story, 

And proud Castile, who shared the glmj 

Ilis arms deserved. 

And when so oft, for weal or woe, 

His life upon the fatal throw 

Had been cast down ; 

When he had served, with patriot zeal. 

Beneath the banner of Castde, 

Ilis sovereign's crown ; 

And done such deeds of valor strong. 
That neither history nor song 
Can count them all ; 
Then, on Ocafia's castled rock. 
Death at his portal came to knock, 
With sudden call, — 

Saying, " (jood Cavalier, prepare 
To leave this world of toil and care 
With joyful mien ; 
Let thy strong heart of steel this day 
Put on its armour for the fray, — 
The closing scene. 

•* Since thou hast been, in battle-strife, 
So prodipil of health and life, 
For earthly fame. 
Let virtue nerve thy heart again ; 




Digitized by 



Google 



TRANSLATIONS. 



Loud on the last stem battle-plaiii 
They call thy name. 

' Think not the strup^le that draws near 
Too terrible for man, — ^nor fear 
To meet the foe ; 
Nor let thy noble spirit grieve, 
Its life of glorious fame to leave 
On earth below. 

' A life of honor and of worth 
Has no eternity on earth, — 
*T is but a name ; 
And yet its glory far exceeds 
That base and sensual life, which leads 
To want and shame. 

' The eternal life, beyond the sky, 
Wealth cannot purchase, nor the high 
And proud estate ; 

The soul in dalliance laid, — the spirit 
Corrupt with sin, — shall not inherit 
A joy so great 

' But the good monk, in cloistered cell, 
Shall gain it by his book and bell. 
His prayers and tears; 
And the brave knight, whose arm endures 
Fierce battle, and against the Moors 
Uis standard rears. 

And thou, brave knight, whose hand has poured 
The life-blood of the Pagan horde 
O'er all th^ land, 

In heaven shalt thou receive, at length, 
The guerdon of thine earthly strength 
And dauntless hand. 

Cheered onward by this promise sure, 
Strong in the faith entire and pure 
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Tbon do«t profen, 
Dt'part, — thy hope is certainty,—^ 
The third — the better life on high 
Shalt thou possess." 

^ O Death, no more, no more delaj 
My spirit longs to flee away, 



The will of Heaven my will shall be^ 
I bow to the divine decree, 
To God's behest 

My soul is ready to depart, 

No thought rebels, the obedient heart 

Breathes forth no sigh ; 

The wish on earth to linger still 

Were vain, when 't is God's sovereign wiO 

That we shall die. 

O thou, that for our sins didst take 
A human form, and humbly make 
Thy home on earth ; 
Thou, that to thy divinity 



By mortal birth, 

^ And in that form didst suffer hero 
Torment, and agony, and fear, 
So patiently; 

By thy redeeming grace alone, 
And not for merits of my own, 
O, pardon me 1 ** 

As thus the dying warrior prayed, 
Without one gathering mist or shade 
Upon his mind ; 
Encircled by his family, 
Watched by affection's gentle eye 
So soft and kind ; 

TOL. I. 4 
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His soul to Him, who gave it, rose ; 
God lead it to its long repose, 
Its glorious rest I 

And, though the warrior's sun has set, 
Its light shall linger round us yet, 



* Thin poem of Manrlqtie li a great ftiTorlte in Spain. No leu 

than four poetic Glofwes, or runaiug commentaries, upon it hKf 
been published, no one of which, however, potweHRes great poetio 
merit. That of the Carthusian monk, Kodrigo de Valdepefiaa If 
the beet. It i« known a« the Glosa del Cartujo. There is alBO ft 
prose Commentary by Luis de Aranda. 

The following stanzas of the poem were found in the aathor^l 
pocket, after his death on the field of battle. 



" World ! 80 few the years we live, 
Would that the life which tfiou dost gire 
Were life indeed! 
Alas ! thy sorrows foil so fest, 
Our happiest hour is when at last 
The soul is ^eed. 

" Our days are covered o'er with grief, 
And sorrows neither few nor brief 
Teil all in gloom; 
Left desolate of real good, 
Within this cheerless solitude 
No pleasures bloom. 

" Thy pilgrimage begins in tears, 
And ends in bitter doubts and fears, 
Or dark despair; 
Midway so many toils appear, 
That he who lingers longest here 
Knows most of care. 

Thy goods are bought with many » grotn, 

By the hot sweat of toil alone, 
And weary hearts; 
Vleet-footed is the approach of woe. 
But with a lingering step and flow 
Us Ihrm departs." 
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

FBOH THE SFANISH OF LOFB DB YBOA. 

Shepherd ! that with thine amorous, silvan song 
Hast broken the slumber which encompassed me^ 
That mad'st thy crook from the accursed tree, 
On which thy powerful arms were stretched M 
long I 

Lead me to mercy's ever-flowing fountains ; 
For thou my shepherd, guard, and guide shalt be 
I will obey thy voice, and wait to see 
Thy feet all beautiful upon the mountains. 
Hear, Shepherd I — ^thou who for thy flock art 
dying, 

O, wash away these scarlet sins, for thou 
Rejoicest at the contrite sinner's vow. 
O, wait 1 — to thee my wearv soul is crying, — 
Wait for me 1 — Yet why ask it, when 1 see, 
With feet nailed to the cross, thou 'rt waiting sdU 
for me. 



TO-MORROW. 

FROM THS SPAKISH OF LOFB DB TEOA. 

LoKD, what am I, that, with unceasing care, 
Thou didst seek afler me, — ^that thou didst wait. 
Wet with unhealthy dews, before my gate, 
And pass the gloomy nights of winter there? 
O strange delusion 1 — that I did not greet 
Thy blest approach, and O, to Heaven how loft| 
If my ingratitude's unkindly frost 
Has chihed the bleeding wounds upon thy feet* 
How oft my guardian angel gently cried. 
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Joul, from thy casement look, and thou slialt set 
Ifow he persists to knock and wait for thee I" 
And, O I how often to that voice of sorrow, 
** To-morrow we will open," I replied, 
And when the morrow came I answered still, ^ To 
morrow.** 



THE NATIVE LAND. 

FBOM THB BFASISH OF FBAIVOISCO DB ALDAXA 

Clear fount of light 1 my native land on high 
Bright with a glory that shall never fade I 
Mansion of truth ! without a veil or shade, 
Thy holy auiet meets the spirit's eye. 
There dwells the soul in its ethereal essence. 
Gasping no longer for life's feeble breath ; 
But, sentinelled in heaven, its glorious presence 
With pitying eye beholds, yet fears not, death. 
Beloved country I banished from thy shore, 
A stranger in this prison-house of clay, 
The exiled spirit weeps and sighs for thee I 
Heavenward the bright perfections I adore 
Direct, and the sure promise cheers the way. 
That, whither love aspires, there shall my dwellio| 
be. 



THE IMAGE OF GOD. 

WBttM. THS SPANISH OF FRANCISCO DB ALDAMA. 

O Lord t tliat seest, from yon starry height, 
Centred in one the future and the past, 
Fashioned in thine own imao^e, see how fast 
The world obscures in me what once was bright ! 
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Eternal Sun I the waimth which thou hast giyen, 

To cheer life's flowory April, fast decays ; 

Yet, in the hoarv winter of my days, 

Forever ffreen shall be my trust in Heaven. 

Celestial mn^ I O let thy presence pass 

Before my spirit, and an image fair 

Bhall meet that look of mercy from on high. 

As the reflected image in a glass 

Doth meet the look of him who seeks it there, 

And owes its being to the gazer^s eye. 



THE BROOK 
rBOH THB sPAmsa. 

Laugh of the mountain I — ^lyre of bird and tree ! 
Pomp of the meadow I mirror of the mom ! 
The soul of April, unto whom are bom 
The rose and jessamine, leaps wild in thee I 
Although, where'er thy devious current strays, 
The lap of earth with gold and silver teems. 
To me thy clear proceeding brighter seems 
Than golden sands, that charm each shepherd*! 
gaze. 

How without guile thy bosom, all transparent 
As the pure crystal, lets the curious eye 
Thy secrets scan, thy smooth, round pebbles count 1 
How, without mjalice murmuring, glides thy cui^ 
rent! 

O sweet simplicity of days gone by 1 
Thou shun'st the haunts of man, to dwell in limpid 
fount I 
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THE CELESTIAL PILOT. 

FROM DASTB. FUBOATOBIO II. 

And now, behold I as at the approach of momingi 
Through the gross vapors. Mars grows fiery red 
Down in the west upon the ocean floor, 

Appeared to me, — ^may I again behold it J— 
A hght along the sea, so swiftly coming, 
Its motion by no flight of wing is equaUed. 

And when therefrom I had withdrawn a little 
Mine eyes, that I might question my conductor, 
Again I saw it brighter grown and larger. 

Thereafter, on all sides of it, appeared 
I knew not what of white, and underneath, 
Little by little, there came forth another. 

My master yet had uttered not a word, 

W hile the first brightness into wings unfplded ; 

But, when he cleany recognized the pilot, 

He cried aloud ; " Quick, quick, and bow the knoe 
Behold the Angel of Grod 1 fold up thy hands I 
Henceforward shalt thou see such officers I 

** See, how he scorns all human arguments. 

So that no oar he wants, nor other sail 

Than his own wings, between so distant shores ! 

''See, how he holds them, pointed straight te 
heaven, 

Fanning the air Tnth the eternal pinions. 

That do not moult themselves like mortal hair 1 * 
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And then, as nearer and more near us came 
The Bird of Heaven, more glorious he appeared. 
So that the eye could not sustain his presence, 

But down I cast it ; and he came to shore 
With a small vessel, gliding swift and light, 
So that the water swallowed nought thereof 

Upon the stem stood the Celestial Pilot I 
Beatitude seemed written in his face t 
And more than a hundred spirits sat withiiu 

•* In exitu Israel out of Egypt I " 

Thus sang they all together in one Toice, 

With whatso in that f salm is afler written. 

Then made he sign of holy rood upon them, 
Whereat all cast themselves upon the shore. 
And he departed swiftly as he came. 



THE TERRESTRIAL PARADISE. 

FBOM DABTB. FUBOATOBIO XXVUI. 

LoNGiNO already to search in and round 
The heavenly forest, dense and living-green, 
Which to the eyes tempered the new-bom day, 

Withouten more delay I left the bank. 

Crossing the level country slowly, slowly, 

Over the soil, that everywhere breathed firagranoik 

A gently-breathing air, that no mutation 
Had in itself, smote me upon the forehead, 
No heavier blow, than of a pleasant breeze. 
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Whereat the tremulous branches readily 

Did aU of them bow downward towards that nde 

Wliere its first shadow casts the Holy Mountain ; 

Yet not from their upright direction bent 
So that the little birds upon their tops 
Should cease the practice of their tuneful art ; 

But, with full-throated joy, the hours of prime 
Singing received they m the midst of foliage 
That made monotonous burden to their rhymes, 

Even as from branch to branch it gathering 8well% 
Through the pine forests on the shore of Chiassi, 
When .^lus unlooses the Sirocco. 

Already my slow steps had led me on 

Into the ancient wood so far, that I 

Could see no more the place where I had entered* 

And lo I my farther course cut off a river. 
Which, towards the left hand, with its little waveSp 
Bent down the grass, that on its margin sprang. 

All waters that on earth most limpid are. 
Would seem to have within themselves some mix- 
ture, 

Compared with that, which nothing doth conceal. 

Although it moves on with a brown, brown our* 
rent. 

Under the shade perpetual, that never 
Bay of the sun lets in, nor of the moon. 
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BEATRICE. 

FBOM DANTB. FUBOATORIO XXX., XXXL 

Even as the Blessed, in the new covenant, 
Shall rise up quickened, each one from his grtve^ 
Wearing again the garments of the flesh, 

So, upon that celestial chariot, 

A hundred rose ad vocem tanti senis^ 

Ministers and messengers of life etemaL 

Thev all were saying ; " Benedictus qui venin^ 
And scattering flowers above and round about, 
*^Manibus o dale lilia plenis" 

I onte beheld, at the approach of day, 
The orient sky all stained with roseate hues, 
And the other heaven with light serene adorned. 

And the sun's face uprising, overshadowed, 
So that, by temperate influence of vapors. 
The eye sustained his aspect for long while ; 

Thus in the bosom of a cloud of flowers. 

Which from those hands angelic were thrown np^ 

And down descended inside and without. 

With crown of olive o'er a snow-white veil, 
Appeared a lady, under a green mande. 
Vested in colors of the living flame. 



Even as the snow, among the living raften 

Upon the back of Italy, congeals, 

Blown on and beaten by Sclavonian windi^ 
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And then, dissolving, filters througli itself, 
Whene'er the land, that loses shadow, breatheSy 
Like as a taper melts before a fire, 

Even such I was, without a sigh or tear. 
Before the song of those who chime forever 
After the chimmg of the eternal spheres ; 

But, when I heard in those sweet melodies 

Compassion for me, more than had they ssud, 

•* O wherefore, lady, dost thou thus consume him?" 

The ice, that was about my heart congealed, 
lb air and water changed, and, in my anguish, 
Through lips and eyes came gushing from mj 
breast 

***** 

Confusion and dismay, together mingled, 
Foiced such a feeble " Yes I ** out of my mouth, 
To understand it one had need of sight 

Even as a cross-bow breaks, when't is discharged. 
Too tensely drawn the bow-string and the bow, 
And with less force the arrow hits the mark ; 

So I gave way under this heavy burden, 
Gushmg forth into bitter tears and sighs, 
And the voice, fainting, flagged upon its passage. 
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VBOK THE FBENOH OF OHABLEB D*0]ILBAag. 

XT. CKMTUBT. 

Gentle Spring I — ^in sunshine clad. 

Well dost thou thy power display I 
For Winter maketh the light heart sad, 

And thou, — thou makest the sad heart gay. 
He sees tliee, and calls to his gloomy train, 
The sleet, and the snow, and the wind, and tba 
rain ; 

And they shrink away, and they flee in fear. 
When thy merry step draws near. 

Winter giveth the fields and the trees, so old, 

Theirlaeards of icicles and snow ; 
And the rain, it raineth so fast and cold. 

We must cower over the embers low ; 
And, snugly housed from the wind and weather. 
Mope like birds that are changing feather. 
But the storm retires, and the sky grows clear, 

When thy merry step draws near. 

Winter maketh the sun in the gloomy sky 

Wrap him round with a mantle of cloud ; 
But, Heaven be praised, thy step is nigh ; 

Thou tearest away the mournful shroud, 
And the earth looks bright, and Winter surly, 
Who has toiled for nought both late and earlyi 
Is banished afar by the new-bom year, 
When thy merry step draws near. 
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THE CHILD ASLEEP. 

FROM THE 'FRENCH. * 

Sweet babe I true portrait of thjr father's face, 
Sleep on the bosom, that thy hps have pressed ! 

Sleep, little one ; and closely, gently place 
Thy drowsy eyelid on thy mother's breast 

Upon that tender eye, my little friend, 

Sofl sleep shall come, that cometh not to me ! 

I watch to see thee, nourish thee, defend' ; — 
'T is sweet to watch for thee, — alone for thee ! 

His arms fall down ; sleep sits upon his brow; 

His eye is closed ; he sleeps, nor dreams of harm* 
Wore not his cheek the apple's ruddy glow. 

Would you not say he slept on Death's cold arm f 

Awake, my boy I — I tremble with affn^hi I 
Awake, and chase this fatal thought ^— Unclose 

Thine eye but for one moment on the light I 
Even at the price of thine, give me repose I 

Sweet error I — he but slept, — I breathe again 
Come, gentle dreams, the hour of sleep beguile 

! when shall he, for whom I sigh in vain, 
£eside me watch to see thy waking smile ? 



THE GRAVE. 

FROM THE ANGLO BAZ09. 

For thee was a house buih 
£r9 thou wast bom, 
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For thee was a mould meant 
Ere thou of mother earnest 
But it 19 not made ready, 
Nor its depth measuriid, 
Nor is it seen 
How lon^ it shall be. 
Now I bnng thee 
Where thou shalt be ; 
Now I shall measure thee, 
And the mould afterwards. 

Thy house is not 
Highly timbered, 
It IS unhigh and low ; 
When thou art therein, 
The heel-ways are low, 
The side-ways unhigh. 
The roof is built 
Thy breast full nigh, 
80 thou shalt in mould 
DweU full cold, 
Dimly and dark. 

Doorless is that house. 
And dark it is within ; 
There thou art fast detained 
And Death hath the key. 
Loathsome is that earth-hoose* 
And grim within to dwelL 
There thou shalt dwell. 
And worms shall divide thee. 

Thus thou art laid, 
And leavest thy friends ; 



Who will come to thee, 
W^ho will ever see 
How that house pleaseth thee ; 
Who will ever open 
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The door for thee 
And descend after thee, 
For soon thou art loathsome 
And hateful to see. 



KING CHRISTIAN. 

A NATIONAL SONG OF DSNMABK. 
ntOM THB DANISH OF JOHANNES EYALD. 

Kino Christian stood by the loflj mast 

In mist and smoke ; 
His sword was hammering so fast, 
Through Gothic helm and brain it passed; 
Then sank each hostile hulk and mast, 

In mist and smoke. 
•* Fly I " shouted they, " fly, he who can I 
Who braves of Denmark's Christian 

The stroke?" 

Nils Juel ^ve heed to the tempest's roar, 

Now IS the hour ! 
He hoisted his blood-red fla^ once more, 
And smote upon the foe f Ji core. 
And shouted loud, thro^gj the tempest's roari 

"Now is the hour ! " 
«* Fly 1 " shouted they, " fi^r shelter fly ! 
Of Denmark's Juel who can deiy 

The power V " 

North Sea I a glimr^; of Weasel rent 

Thy murky sky I 
Then champions U t^Jne arms were sent , 
Terror and Death f.V/e J where he went ; 
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Frmn the waves was heard a wail, that rent 

Thy murky sky ! 
From Denmark, thunders Tordenskiol', 
Lot each to Heaven commend his soul, 

And fly I 

Path of the Dane to fame and might t 

Dark-rolling wave I 
Receive thy friend, who, scorning flighty 
Goes to meet danger with despite, 
Proudly as thou the tempest's might, 

Dark-rolling wave I 
And amid pleasures and alarms, 
And war and victory, be thine anna 

My grave 1 * 



THE HAPPIEST LAND. 

FRAGMENT OP A MODERN BALLAD. 
FROM THE GERMAN. 

There sat one day in quiet. 
By an alehouse on the Rhine, 

Four hale and hearty fellows, 
And drank the precious wine. 

The landlord's daujrhter filled their citpfl, 

Around the rustic board ; 
Then sat they all so calm and still. 

And spake not one rude word. 

• mis Jnel was a celebrated Danish Admiral, and Peder Wemel, 
ft Tice-Admiral, who for bis great prowess ruceived the populaf 
tl^ie of Tordenskiold, or Tkuruier-shield. In uhildhood he waa • 
tailor's apprentice, and rose to bis high rank before the age of 
twenty eight, when he was y *led in a ^1. 
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But, when the maid departed, 

A Swabian raised his hand, 
And cned, all hot and flushed with wine^ 

'^lyong live the Swabian landl 

•* The greatest kingdom upon earth 

Cannot with that compare; 
With all the stout and haniy men 

And the nut-brown maidens there.** _ 

■/ 

"Hal** cried a Saxon, laughing,— 

And dashed his beard with wine; 
**I had rather live in Lapland, 

Than that Swabian land of thine I 

" The goodliest land on all this earth, 

It is the Saxon land ! 
There have I as many maidens 

As fingers on thb hand 1 ** 

" Hold your tongues I both Swabian and Saxon I" 

A bold Bohemian cries; 
"If there 's a heaven upon this earth, 

In Bohemia it lies. 

"There the tailor blows the flute. 

And the cobbler blows the horn, 
And the miner blows the bugle. 

Over mountain gorge and bourn." 

* * * * • 

And then the landlord's (laughter 

Up to heaven raised her hand. 
And said, ** Ye may no more contend^ — 

There lies the happiest land I ** 



Digitized by 



THE DEAD. 



THE WAVE. 

FROM TflS OBRMAJI OF TDEDOB. 

" Whither, thou turbid wave 
Whither, with so much haste, 
As if a thief wert thou ? *• 

**I am the Wave of Life, 
Stained with my margin's dust; 
From the struggle ana the stiife 
Of the narrow stream I fly 
To the Sea*s immensity. 
To wash from me the slime 
Of the muddy banks of Time ** 



FBOM THE GERMAN OF 8TOCKMANN. 

How they so softly rest. 
All, all the holy dead. 
Unto whose dwelling-place 
Now doth my soul draw near I 
How they so softly rest. 
All in their silent graves, 
Deep to corruption 
Slowly down-sinking ! 

And they no longer weep. 
Here, where complaint is stHl I 
And they no longer feel. 
Here, where all gladness fliei I 
And, by the cypresses 
Softly overshadowed, 



Calls them, they slumber I 



THE DEAD. 
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THE BIRD AND THE SHIP. 

FROM THX GEBMAN OF MUI4LEB. 

" The rivers rush into the sea, 

By castle and town they go ; 
The winds behind them merrily 

Their noisy trumpets blow. 

" The clouds are passing far and high, 

We htde birds m them play ; 
And every- thing, that can sing and fly, 

Goes with us, and far away. 

" I greet thee, bonny boat I Whither, or wheno6| 
With thy fluttermg golden band?"— 

^ I greet thee, little binl 1 To the wide sea 
I haste from the narrow land 

** Full and swollen is every sail 5 

I see no longer a hill, 
I have trusted all to the sounding gale. 

And it will not let me stand stilL 

** And wilt thou, little bird, go with us ? 

Thou mayest stand on the mainmast tall. 
For full to sinking is my house 

With merry companions alL**— 

" I need not and seek not company. 
Bonny boat, I can sing all alone ; 

For the mainmast tall too heavy am I, 
Bonny boat, I have wings of my own. 

" High over the sails, high over the mast, 

who shall gainsay these joys ? 
When thy merry companions are still, at last. 

Thou shalt hear the sound of my voirie. 
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Who neither may rest, nor listen may, 
Grod bless them every one 1 
I dart away, in the bright blue day, 
And the golden fiel(& of the son. 

•* Thus do I sing my weary song, 
Wherever the four winds blow ; 

And this same song, m^ whole life long, 
Neither Poet nor Pnnter may know ** 



WHITHER? 

FBOM THX GBRHAH OF MULLBB. 

I HEARD a brooklet gashing 
From its rocky fountain near, 

Down into the valley rushing. 
So fresh and wondrous clear. 

I know not what came o'er me, 
Nor who the counsel gave ; 

But I must hasten downward. 
All with my pilgrim-stave ; 

Downward, and ever &rther, 
And ever the brook beside ; 

And ever fresher murmured. 
And ever clearer, the tide. 

Is this the way I was going ? 

Whither, O brooklet, say I 
Thou hast, with thy soft murmur. 

Murmured my senses away. 

What do I say of a murmur ? 
That can no murmur be \ 
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T 18 the water-nymphs, that are flinging 
Their ronndelajs under me. 

Let them sing, my friend, let them murmur, 

And wander merrily near; 
The wheels a mill are going 

In every brooklet clear. 



BEWARE I 

FBOM THB OSRMAN. 

I KNOW a maiden fail to see, 

Take care I 
She can both false and friendly be, 

Beware I Beware I 

Trust her not, 
She is fooling thee ! 

She haF two eyes, so soft and brown, 

Take care I 
She gives a side^lance and looks down. 

Beware I Beware ! 

Trust her not. 
She is fooling thee I 

And she has hair of a golden hue, 

Take care! 
And what she says it is not true, 

Beware ! Beware 1 

Trust her not, 
She is fooling thee I 

She has a bosom as white as snow. 

Take care I 
She knows how much it is best to show, 
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Beware ! Beware I 
Trust her not, 
She is fooling thee 1 

She dves thee a garland woven faik» 

Take care I 
It is a foors-cap for thee to wear, 

Beware I Beware I 

Trust her not, 
She is fooling thee ! 



SONG OP THE BELL. 

FBOM THB OBRMAH. 

Bell I thou soundest merrily, 
When the bridal party 

To the church doth hie 1 
Bell I thou soundest solemnly. 
When, on Sabbath morning. 

Fields deserted lie 1 

Bell I thou soundest merrily ; 
Tellest thou at evening, 

Bed-time draweth mgh I 
Bell I thou soundest mournfully 
Tellest thou the bitter 

Parting hath gone by 1 

Say I how canst thou mourn ? 
How canst thou rejoice ? 

Thou art but metal dull 1 
And yet all our sorrowings, 
And all our rejoicings, 

Thou dost feel them all I 
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God hath wonders many, 
Which we cannot fathom, 

Placed within thy form ! 
When the heart is sinking, 
Thou alone canst raise it. 

Trembling in the storm I 



THE CASTLE BY THE SEA 

FROM THB OEBMAX OF UHLAND. 

•* Hast thou seen that lordly castle. 

That Castle by the Sea? 
Grolden and red above it 

The clouds float gorgeously. 

•* And fain it would stoop downward 

To the mirrored wave below ; 
And fain it would soar upward 

In the evening's crimson glow." 

" Well have I seen that castle. 

That Castle by the Sea, 
And the moon above it standing, 

And the mist rise solemnly." 

** The wijids and the waves of ocean, 

Had they a merry chime ? 
Didst thou hear, from those lofly chambersi 

The harp and the minstrel's rhyme ?" 

•* The winds and the waves of dcean, 

Thev rested quietly, 
But I heard on the gale a sound of wail^ 

And tears came to mine eye.** 
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«* And sawest thou on tbe turrets 
The King and his roysJ bride ? 

And the wave of their crimson mantles ? 
And the golden crown of pride ? 

Led they not forth, in rapture, 
A beauteous maiden there ? 
Resplendent as the morning sun. 
Beaming with golden hair ? *' 

«* Well saw I the ancient parents, 

Without the crown of pride ; 
They were moving slow, in weeds of woe, 

No nuuden was oy their ride 1 " 



THE BLACK KNIGHT. 

FBOM THE GERMAIV OF UHLAKD. 

T WAS Pentecost, the Fea?t of Gladness, 
When woods and fields pui olf all sadness. 

Thus began the King and spake ; 
«* So from 3ie haUs 
Of ancient Hof burg's walls, 

A luxuriant Spring shall break." 

Drums and trumpets echo loudly, 
Wave the crimson banners proudly. 

From balcony the King looked on ; 
In the play of spears, 
Fell all the cavaliers, 

Before the monarch's stalwart son. 

To the barrier of the fight 
Rode at last a sable Knight 

Sir Knight 1 your name and scutcheon, sa^ ! * 
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" Should I speak it here, 
Ye would stand aghast with fear ; 
I am a Prince of mighty sway ! " 

When he rode into the lists, 

The arch (rf heaven grew black with iiiigte» 

And the castle 'gan to rock. 
At the first blow, 
Fell the youth from saddle-bow, 

Hardly rises from the shock. 

Pipe and viol call the dances, 

Torch-light through the high halls ^anoM ; 

Waves a mighty shadow in ; 
With manner oland 
Doth ask the maiden's hand, 

Doth with her the dance begin ; 

Danced in sable iron sark, 
Danced a measure weird and dark. 

Coldly clasped her limbs around. 
From breast and hair 
Down fall from her the fair 

Flowerets, faded, to the ground. 

To the sumptuous banquet came 
Every Knight and every Dame. 

'Twixt son and daughter all distraugbl^ 
With mournful mind 
The ancient King reclined. 

Gazed at them in silent thought 

Pale the children both did look, 
But the guest a beaker took ; 

^ Grolden wine will make you wh(de 1 ** 
The children drank. 
Gave many a courteous thank ; 

" O that draught was very cool I * 



Digitized by 



BONO or THB SILENT LAND. 



Each the father's breast embraces, 
Son and daughter; and their faces 

Colorless grow utterly. 
Whichever way 

Looks the fear-struck father gray. 
He beholds his children die. 

** Woo I the blepsed children both 
Takest thou in the joy of youth ; 

Take me, too, the joyless father 1 " 
S|M\ke the grim Guest, 
iWn his hollow, cavernous breast, 

^ Bjoses in the spring I gather ! " 



BONG OF THE SH.ENT LAND. 



iNTp the Silent Land I 

Ah I who shall lead us thither ? 

Clouds in the evening sky more darkly gather, 

And shattered wrecks lie thicker on the strand. 

Who leads us with a gentle hand 

Thither, O thither, 

Into the Silent Land ? 

Into the Silent Land I 

To you, ye boundless regions 

Of all perfection I Tender mommg v^m 

Of beauteous souls ! The Future ? p^edc^t ar4 band 

Who in Life's battle firm dc*^h 'ta.id. 

Shall bear Hope's tender L^o^^ok"^ 

Into the Silent Land I 

OLandl OUndl 

For all the broken-hearted 
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The mildest herald by our fate allotted,' 
Beckons, and mth inverted torch doth stand 
To lead us with a gentle hand 
Into the land of the great Departed, 
Into the Silent Land I 



L'ENVOI. 

Ye voices, that arose 

After the Evening's close, 

And whispered to my restless heart repots 1 

Go, breathe it in the ear 

Of all who doubt and fear. 

And say to them, Be of good cheer I" 



Ye sounds, so low and calm. 
That in the groves of bakn 
Seemed to me like an angel's psalm. 

Go, mingle yet once more 

With the perpetual roar 

Of the pine forest, dark and hoar I 



Tongues of the dead, not lost, 
But speaking ftx>m death's frost, 
Like fiery tongues at Pentecost I 

Glimmer, as funeral lamps. 
Amid the chills and damps 
Of the vast plain where Death encampt 
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There is one poem in this Tolume, in reference 
to which a few introductory remarks may be use- 
ful. It is The Children of the Lord^s Supper ^ from 
the Swedish of Bishop Tegndr ; a poem which en- 

i'oys no inconsiderable reputation m the North of 
Europe, and for its beauty and simplicity merits 
the attention English readers. It is an Idyl, 
descriptive of scenes m a Swedish village ; and be- 
longs to the same class of poems, as the Luise of 
Vofls and the Hermann und Dorothea of Gothe. 
But the Swedish Poet has been guided by a surer 
taste, than his Grerman predecessors. His tone is 
pure and elevated ; and ne rarely, if ever, mistakes 
what is trivial for what is simple. 

There is something patnarchal still lingering 
about rural life in Sweden, which renders it a fit 



over that Northern land, — aknost primeval solitude 
and stillnesflL You pass out from the gate of the 
city, and, as if by magic, the scene changes to a wild, 
woodland landscape. Around you are forests of 
fir. Overhead hang the long, fan-like branches, 
trailing with moss, and heavy with red and blue 
cones. Under foot is a carpet of yellow leaves \ 
and the air is warm and balmy. On a wooden 
bridge you cross a little silver stream; and anon 
come forth into a pleasant and sunny land of farms. 
Wooden fences divide the adjoining fields. AcroA 
the road are gates, which are opened by troops of 



theme for 




Almost primeval simplicity reigns 
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childrbfi. The peasants take off their hats as yon 
pass; yoa sneexe, and they cry, " Grod bless you.** 
The houses in the villages and smaller lowns are all 
built of hewn timber, and for the most part painted 
red. The floors of the taverns are strewn with the 
fragrant tips of fir boughs. In many villages there 
are no taverns, and the peasants take turns in re- 
ceiving travellers. The thrifty housewife shows 
YOU into the best chamber, the walls of which are 
nuns round with rude pictures fh>m the Bible; 
and orings you her heavy silver spoons, — an heir- 
loom, — to dip the curdled milk fh>m the pan. You 
have oaten cakes baked some months before ; or 
bread with anise-seed and coriander in it, or per- 
haps a little pine bark. 

Meanwhile the sturdy husband has brought his 
horses from the plough, and harnessed them to 
your carriage. Solitarjr travellers come and so in 
uncouth one-horse chaises. Most of them nave 
pipes in their mouths, and hanging around their 
necks in front, a leather wallet, m which they 
carry tobacco, and the great bank notes of the 
country, as large as your two hands. You meet, 
also, groups of Dalekarlian peasant women, travel- 
ling homeward or town-ward in pursuit ^of work. 
They walk barefoot, carrying in their hands their 
shoes, which have high heels under the hollow of 
the foot, and soles of birch bark. 

Frequent, too, are the village churches, standina 
by the road-side, each in its own little garden of 
Gethsemane. In the parish register great events are 
doubtless recorded. Some old king was christened 
or buried in that church ; and a litue sexton, with a 
rusty key, shows you the baptismal font, or the coffin. 
In me churchyard are a few flowers, and much 
green grass ; and daily the shadow of the church 
spire, with its long tapering finger, counts the 
tonibs, representing a dial-plate of human life, on 
which the hours and minutes are the graves of 
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men. The stones are flat, and lai^ and low, and 
perhaps sunken, like the roofs of old houses. On 
some are armorial bearings; on others onlj the 
initials of the poor tenants, with a date, as on the 
roo& of Dutch cottages. They all sleep with their 
heads to the westward. Each held a lighted taper 
in his hand when he died ; and in his coffin were 
placed his little heart-treasures, and a piece of 
money for his last journey. Babes that came life- 
less into the world were carried in the arms of 
^ay-haired old men to the only cradle they ever 
slept in ; and in the shroud of the dead mother 
were laid the little garments of the child, that lived 
and died in her bo^m. And over this scene the 
village pastor looks from his window in the still- 
ness 01 midnight, and says in his heart, *^How 
quietly they rest, all the departed ! " 

Near the churchyard gate stands a poor-box, 
fa^ened to a post by iron bands, and secured by a 
padlock, with a sloping wooden roof to keep off the 
rain. If it be Sunday, the peasants sit on the 
church steps and con iheir psalm-books. Others 
are coming down the road with their beloved pas- 
tor, who talks to them of holy things from beneath 
his broad-brimmed hat. He speaks of fields and 
harvests, and of the parable of the sower, that 
went forth to sow. He leads them to the Good 
6hepherd, and to the pleasant pastures of the 
ipintrland. He is their patriarch, and, like Mel- 
ehizedek, both priest and king, though he has no 
other throne than the church pulpit. The women 
carry psalm-books in their hands, wrapped in silk 
handkerchiefs, and listen devoutly to the good 
man's words. But the young men, like Gallio, 
care for none of these things. They are busy 
counting the plaits in the kirtles of the peasant 
girls, their number being an indication of the 
wearer's wealth. It may end in a wedding. 

I will endeavour to describe a village wedding 
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in Sweden. It sball be in summer time, that therr 
may be flowers, and in a soutbem province, that 
the bride may be fair. The earl^ song of the lark 
and of chanticleer are mingling m the clear mom- 
ing air, and the snn, the heavenly bridegroom with^ 
golden locks, arises in the east, just as our earthly 
bridegroom with yellow hair, arises m the south. 
In the yard there is a sound of voices and tramp* 
ling of hoo&, and horses are led forth and saddled. 
The steed that is to bear the bridegroom has a 
bunch of flowers upon his forehead, and a garland 
of corn-flowers around his neck. Frien(u from 
the neighbouring farms come riding in, their blue 
cloaks streaming to the wind| and finally the 
happy bridegroom, with a whip m his hand, and a 
monstrous nosegay in the breast of his black jacket, 
comes forth from his chamber; and then to horse 
and awa^, towards the village where the bride 
already sits and waits. 

Foremost rides the Spokesman, followed by some 
half dozen village musicians. Next comes the 
bridegroom between his two groomsmen, and then 
forty or fifty friends and wedding ^ests, half of 
them perhaps with pistols and guns m their hands. 
A kind of baggage-wagon brings up the rear, laden 
with food and drink tor these merry pilgrims. At 
the entrance of every village stands a triumphal 
arch, adorned with flowers and ribbons and ever- 
greens ; and as they pass beneath it the wedding 
guests fire a salute, and the whole procession stops. 
And straight from every pocket flies a black-jack, 
filled with punch or brandy. It is passed from 
hand to hand among the crowd; provisions are 
brought from the wagon, and afler eating and drink- 
ing and hurrahing, the procession moves fi)rward 
again, and at length draws near the house of the 
bride. Four heralds ride forward to announce 
that a knight and his attendants are in the neigh- 
bouring forest, and, pray ^or hospitality. " How 
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iiiai«/ are you?" asks the bride's Either. **At 
least three hundred," is the answer; and to this 
the host replies, Yes ; were you seven times as 
many, you should all be welcome ; and in token 
thereof receive this cup." Whereupon each herald 
receives a can of ale ; and soon after the whole 
jovial company comes storming into the farmer's 
^ard, and, riding round the May-pol which stands 
m the centre, alights amid a grand salute and 
flourish of music. 

In the hall sits the bride, with a crown upon her 
head and a tear in her eye, like the Virgin Mary 
in old church painting She is dressed in a red 
boddice and kirtle, with loose linen sleeves. There 
is a gilded belt around her waist ; and around her 
neck strings of golden beads, and a golden chain. 
On the crown rests a wreath of wild roses, and 
below it another of cypress. Loose over her shoul- 
ders falls her flaxen hair ; and her blue innocent 
eyes are fixed upon the ground. O thou good 
soul ! thou hast hard hands, but a soft heart I Thou 
art poor. The very ornaments thou wearest are 
not thine. Thev have been hired for this sreat 
day. Yet art thou rich ; riclr in health, ridi in 
hope, rich in thy first, young, fervent love. The 
blessing of Heaven be upon thee ! So thinks the 

Earish priest, as he joins together the hands of 
ride and bridegroom, saying in deep, solemn 
tones, — I give thee in mam age this damsel, to 
be thy wedded wife in all honor, and to share th 
half of thy bed, thy lock and key, and every third 
penny wnich you two tiiay possess, or may mhent, 
and all the rights which Upland's laws provide, 
anr'. the holy king Erik gave.'* 

The dinner is now served, and the bride sits 
between the bridegroom and the priest. The 
Spokesman delivers an oration after the ancient 
custom of his fathers. He interlards it well with 
quotations from the Bible ; and invites the Saviour 
VOL I. 6 
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to be present at this marriage feast, as he was at 
the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee. The table 
is not sparingly set forth. Each makes a long arm 
and the feast goes cheerly on. Punch and brandy 
pass round between the courses, and here and 
there M>ip6 is smoked, while waiting for the next 
dish. They sit long at table; but, as all things 
must have an end, so must a Swedish dinner. 
Then the dance begins. It is led off by the bride 
and the priest, who perform a solemn minuet to- 

Sither. Kot tall afler midnight comes the Last 
ance. The girls form a ring around the bride, 
to keep her from the hands of the married women, 
who endeavour to break through the magic circle, 
and seize their new sLster. .^dler long struggling 
they succeed ; and the crown is taken fh>m her 
head and the jewels from her neck, and her bod* 
dice is unlaced and her kirtle taken off ; and like 
a vestal virgin clad all in white she goes, but it is 
to her marriage chamber, not to her grave ; and 
the wedding guests follow her with lighted candles 
in their han(£. And this is a village bridaL 

Nor must I forget the suddenly changing seasons 
of the Northern clime. There is no long and lin- 
gering spring, unfolding leaf and blossom one by 
one; — no long and Imgering autumn, pompous 
with many-colored leaves and the glow of Indian 
summers. But winter and summer are wonderful, 
and pass into each other. The quail has hardly 
ceased piping in the corn, when winter from the 
folds of trailm^ clouds sows broad-cast over the 
land snow, icicles, and rattling hail. The days 
wane apace. Ere long the sun hardly rises abovo 
the honzon, or does not rise at alL The moon 
and the stars shine through the day ; only, at noon, 
they are pale and wan, and in the southern sky a 
red, fiery glow, as of sunset, bums along the hori- 
lon, and then goes out. And pleasantly under 
ttie sUver moon, and under the silent, solemn stars, 
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nng the steel-shoes of the skaters on the frozen 
tea, and voices, and the sound of bells. 

And now the Northern Lights be^n to bum, 
feintly at first, like sunbeams plajring m the waters 
of the blue sea. Then a sou crimson glow tinges 
the heavens. There is a blush on the cheek of 
ni^ht. The colors come and go ; and change from 
enmson to gold, from gold to crimson. The snow 
is stained with rosy light Twofold from the 
xenith, east and west, fiames a fiery sword ; and a 
broad band passes athwart the heavens, like a sum- 
mer sunset Soft purple clouds come sailing over 
the sky, and through their vaporv folds the wink- 
ing stars shine white as silver. With such pomp 
as this is Merry Christmas ushered in, though only 
a single star heralded the first Christmas. And in 
memory of that day the Swedish peasants dance 
on straw ; and the peasant girls throw straws at the 
timbered roof of the hall, and for every one that 
sticks in a crack shall a groomsman come to their 
wedding. Merry Christmas indeed! For pious 
souls there shall be church songs and sermons, but 
for Swedish peasants, brandy and nut brown ale 
in wooden bowls ; and the great Yulecake crowned 
with a cheese, and garlanded with apples, and up- 
holding a three-armed candlestick over the Christ- 
mas feast They may tell tales, too, of Jons Lunds- 
bracka, and Lunkenfus, and the greU Riddar 
Finke of Pingsdaga.* 

And now the glad, leafy mid-summer, full of 
blossoms and the song of nightingales, is comel 
Saint John has taken the flowers and festival of 
heathen Balder; and in every village there is a 
Mav-pole fifty feet high, with wreaths and roses 



weathercock on top, to tell the village whence the 
TOd cometh and whither it goeth. The sun does 




streaming in the wind, and a noisy 
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not set tin ten o'clock at night ; and the chfldren 
are at play in the streets an hour later. The win- 
dows and doors are all open, and you may sit and 
read till midnight without a candle. O how beauti- 
ful is the summer night, which is not night, but .1 
sunless yet unclouded day, descending upon earth 
with dews, and shadows, and refreshing coolness \ 
How beautiful the long, mild twilight, which like a 
silver clasp unites to3ay with yesterday I How 
beautiful the silent hour, when Momins and Even- 
ing thus sit together, hand in hand, beneath the 
starless sky of midnight I From the church-tower 
in the public square the bell tolls the hour, with a 
■oft, musical chime ; and the watchman, whose 
watch-tower is the belfry, blows a blast in his horn, 
for each stroke of the hammer, and four times, to 
the four comers of the heavens, in a sonorous voice 
he cliaunts, — 

" Hoi watchman, hoi 
Twelve is the clock I 
God keep our town 
From fire and brand 
And hostile hand! 
Twelve is the clock I »• 

From his swallow's nest in the belfry he can see 
the sun all night long ; and farther north the priest 
stands at his door in the warm midnight, and lights 
his pipe with a common burning glass. 

I trust that these remarks wiU not be deemed 
irrelevant to the poem, but will lead to a clearer 
imderstandinff of it The translation is literal 
perhaps to a mult In no instance have I done the 
author a wrong, by introducing into his work any 
lupposed improvements or embellishments of my 
own. I have preserved even the measure; that 
mexorable hexameter, in which, it must be con- 
fessed, the motions of the English Muse are not 
unlike those of a prisoner dancing to the music of 
his chains ; and perhaps, as Dr. Johnson said ol 
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the dancing dog, *'the wonder is not that the 
should do it so well, but tiiat she should do it 
ataU." 

Esaias Tegn^r, the author of this poem, was 
bom in the parish of By in Warmland, m the year 
1 782. In 1 799 he entered the Universihr of Lund, 
as a student; and in 1812 was appointed Professor 
of Greek in that institution. In 1824 he became 
Bishop of Wexid, which office he still holds. He 
stands first among all the poets of Sweden, living 
or dead. 'His principal work is Frithiofs Saga; 
one of the most remarkable poems of the age. 
This modem Scald has written nis name in immor- 
tal mnes. He is the ^lorj and boast of Sweden; 
a prophet, honored in his own country, and adding 
one more to the list of great names, that adorn her 
kistory. 

184] 
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THE SKELETON IN ABMOUR. 



IThs ibOowing Ballad was eaggeeted to me while riding 9n the 
MMhore at Newport. A year or two previoiu a skeleton had 
been dug np at Fall River, elad in broken and ccnroded armour : 
and the idea occurred to me of connecting it with the Round 
Tower at Newport, generallv known hitherto as the Old Wind- 
Mill, though now cbimed hy the Danes as a work of their earlr 
ancestors. Professor Rafn, in the M&moires de la SoeUti Roycut 
des Antiquaires du Nord for 1838-1839, says: 

" Th«;e is no mistaking in this instance the style In which the 
more ancient stone edifices of the North were constructed, the style 
which belongs to the Roman or Ante-Gothic architecture, and 
which, espedally after the time of Charlemagne, diffused itself 
from Italy over the whole of the West and North of Europe, 
where it continued to predominate until the close of the 12Ui 
century ; that style, which some autnors hare, from one of its 
most striking characteristics, called the round arch style, the 
same which in England Is denominated Saxon and sometimes 
Norman architecture. 

On the ancient structure in Newport there are no ornaments 
i>emaining, which might possibfy hare served to guide us in as- 
signing the probable date of its erection. That no vestige what- 
ever is found of the p<rinted arch, nor any approximation to it, is 
indicative of an earlier rather than of a later period. From such 
e^uracteristics as remain, however, we can scarcely form any 
other inference than one, m which I am persuaded that all, who 
are IkmiliMr with Old Northern architecture, will concur, that 

THIS BUILDINO WAS XRICTKD AT A PKRIOD DKOIDEOLT HOT LATEB 

THAir THE 12th OKimiRT. Thls remark applies, of course, to the 
original building only, and not to the alterations that it subse- 
quently received; for there are several such alterations in the 
upper part of the building which cannot be mistaken, and which 
were most likely occasioned by its bdng adapted in modem ttmes 
to various uses, for example as the substructure of a windmill, 
and latterly as a hay magazine. To the same times may be re- 
ferred the windows, tbe fireplace, and the apertures made above 
the columns. That this building could not have been erected fot 
a windmill, is what an architect will easily discern." 

I will not enter into a discussion of the point. It is suflhslently 
well established for a purpose of a ballad ; though doubtless many 
•a hODflBt dtisen of Newport, who has paiised his days withia 
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light of the Round Tourer, ^11 be ready to exclsdm with Saneho; 
*^ Qod bless me! did I not warn you to kave a care of what you 
were doi^, for that it was notliing but a windmill; and nobodj 
■nuld mistake it, but one wlu> had the like in liis head."] 

/' " Speak ! speak I thou fearful guest I i 
Who, -with thy hollow breast / 
Still in rude armour drest, 
Ccmiest to daunt me I 
Wrapt not in Eastern bahns, 
But with thy fieshless palms 
Stretched, as if asking ahns, 
Why dost thou l^unt me ? " 

Then, from those cavernous eyes 
Pale flashes seemed to rise, 
As when the Northern skies 

Gleam in December; 
And, like the water's flow 
Under December's snowj 
Came a dull voice of woe 

From the heart's chamber. 

** I was a Viking old I 
My deeds, though manifold, 
No Skald in song has told, 
No Saga taught thee ! 
Take heed, that in thy verse 
Thou dost the tale rehearse. 
Else dread a dead man's curse ; 
For this I sought thee. 

•* Far in the Northern Land, 
By the wild Baltic's strand, 
I, with my childish hand. 

Tamed the ger^&lcon; 
And, with my skates fast-bound, 
Skimmed the half-frozen Sound, 
That the poor whimpering hound 
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•* Oft to his frozen lair 
Tracked I the grisly bear, 
While from my paui the hare 

Fled like a shadow ; 
Oft through the forest dark 
Followed the were-wolf 's bark, 
Until the soaring lark 

Sang from the meadow. 

•* But when I older grew, 
Joining a corsair's crew, 
O'er the dark sea I flew 
With the marauders. 
Wild was the life we led; 
Many the souls that sped, 
Many the hearts that oled, 
By our stem orders. 

**Many a wassail-bout 
Wore the long Winter out ; 
Often our midnight shout 

Set the coc£b crowing, 
As we the Berserk's tale 



Draining the oaken pail, 
Filled to o'erflowing. 

** Once as I told in glee 
Tales of the stormy sea. 



And as the white stars shine 
On the dark Norway pine. 
On that dark heart of mine 
Fell their soft splendor. 

•*I wooed the blue-eyed maid, 
Yielding, yet half afraid, 




Soft eyes did gaze on me. 
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And in the forest* 8 sliade 
Our vows were plighted. 

Under its loosened vest 

Fluttered her little breast, 

Like birds within their nest 
B7 the hawk frighted. 

•* Bright in her father's hall 
Shields gleamed upon the wall, 
Loud sang the minstrels all, 

Chaunting his glory; 
When of old Hildebrand 
I asked his daughter's hand, 
Mute did the minstrels stand 

To hear my story. 

•* While the brown ale he quaffed, 
Loud then the champion laughed, 
And as the wind-gusts waft 

The sea-foam brightly. 
So the loud laugh of scorn. 
Out of those lips unshorn, 
From the deep drinking-horn 

Blew the foam lightly. 

" She was a Prince's child, 
I but a Viking wild, 
And though she blushed and smiled, 

I was discarded 1 
Should not the dove so white 
Follow the searmeVs flight, 
Why did they leave that night 

Her nest onguarded ? 

Scarce had I put to sea, 
Bearing the maid with me, — 
Fairest of all was she 

Among the Norsemen I— 
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When oa the white sea-strand^ 
Waving his arm^ hand, 
Saw we old Hildebrand, 
With twenty horsemen. 

• Then launched they to the blast, 
Bent like a reed each mast, 

Yet we were gadnin^ fast, 

When the wind failed us; 

And with a sudden flaw 

Came round the gusty Skaw, 

So that our foe we saw 
Laugh as he hailed us. 

* And as to catch the gale 
Eound veered the flapping sail, 
Death I was the helmsmairs hail 

Death without Quarter I 
Mid-ships with iron keel 
Struck we her ribs of steel ; 
Down her black hulk did reel 

Through the black water I 

As with his wings aslant, 
Siuls the fierce cormorant. 
Seeking some rocky haunt, 



So toward the open main. 
Beating to sea again, 
Through the wild hurricane, 
Bore I the maiden. 

Three weeks we westward bore^ 
And when the storm wa^s o'er. 
Cloud-like we saw the shore 

Stretching to lee-ward ; 
There for my lady's bower 
Built I the lofty tower, 
Which, to this very hour, 

Stands looking sea-ward. 
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•* There lived we many years ; 
Time dried the maiden's tears; 
She had forgot her fears, 

She was a mother ; 
Death closed her mild blue eyes, 
Under that tower she lies ; 
Ne'er shall the sun arise 

On such another I 

Still grew my bosom then, 
Still as a stagnant fen 1 
Hateful to me were men, 

The sun-light hateM 
In the vast forest here, 
Clad in my warlike gear, 
Fell I upon my spear, 

O, death was grateiul I 

" Thus, seamed with many scars 
Bursting these prison Vliaurs, 
Up to its native stars 

My soul ascended I 
There from the flowing bowl 
Deep drinks the warrior's soul. 
Skoal / to the Northland ! skoal 
— Thus the tale ended. 

* In Soandanaria this Is tiie oustomary salutation when drink** 
mg a health. I hare slightly changed the orthography of the 
VOffd, In ordw to preserve the ooz»ct pronunciation. 
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THE WRECK OF THE HESPERUa j 

It was the schooner Hesperua, 

That sailed the wintry sea ; 
And the skipper had taken his little daught^. 

To bear nim company. 

Blue were her eyes as the fairy-flax, 
Her cheeks like the dawn of day. 

And her bosom white as the hawthorn buds, 
That ope in the month of May. 

The skipper he stood beside the helm, 

His pipe was in his mouth, 
And he watched how the veering flaw did blow 

The smoke now West, now South. 

Then up and spake an old Sail6r, 

Had sailed the Spanish Main, 
I pray thee, put into yonder port. 

For I fear a hurricane. 

Last night, the moon had a golden ring. 
And to-night no moon we see I ** 

The skipper, he blew a whiff from his pipe. 
And a. scornful laugh laughed he. 

Colder and louder blew the wind, 

A gale from the Northeast ; 
The snow fell hissing in the brine. 

And the billows frothed like yeast 

Down came the storm, and smote amain, 

The vessel in its strength ; 
She shuddered and paused, like a frighted steed, 

Then leaped her cable's length 
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'* Come hither 1 come hither ! my little daught^, 
And do not tremble so ; 
For I can weather the roughest gale, 
That ever wind did bfow." 

He wrapped her warm in his seaman's cool 

Against the stinging blast ; 
He cut a rope from a broken spar, 

And bound her to the mast. 

•* O father I I hear the church-bells ring, 

O say, what may it be ? " 
•* T is a fog-bell on a rock-bound coast I 

And he steered for the open sea. 

" O father 1 1 hear the sound of guns, 
O say, what may it be ? " 
Some ship in distress, that cannot live 
In such an angry sea I ** 

" O &ther I I see a gleaming light, 
O say, what may it ? 
But the father answered neyer a wor(2, 
A frozen corpse was he. 

Lashed to the helm, all stiff and stark. 
With his face turned to the skies. 

The lantern gleamed through the gleaming snow 
On his fixed and glassy eyes. 

Then the nuud^in clasped her hands and prayed 

That sav^d she might be ; 
And she thought of Christ, who stilled the wavei 

On the Lake of Galilee. 

And fast through the midnight dark and drear, 
Through the whistling sleet and snow, 

Like a sheeted ghost, the vessel swept 
Towards the reef of Norman's Woe. 
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A sound came from the land ; 
It was the sound of the trampling surf, 
On the rocks and the hard sea-sand. 

The breakers were right beneath her bowt, 

She drifted a dreary wreck, 
And a whooping billow swept the crew 

Like icicles from her deck. 

She struck where the white and fleecy wayet 

Looked soft as carded wool, 
But the cruel rocks, they gored her side 

Like the horns of an angry bulL 

Her rattlinff shrouds, all sheathed in ice, 
With uie masts went by the board ; 

Like a vessel of glass, she stove and sank, 
Ho 1 ho I the breakers roared I 

At daybreak, on the bleak sea-beach, 

A fisherman stood aghast, 
To see the form of a maiden fair. 

Lashed close to a drifting mast. 

The salt-sea was frozen on her breast. 

The salt tears in her eyes ; 
And he saw her hair, like the brown sea-weed. 

On the billows fall and rise. 

Such was the wreck of the Hesperus, 
In the midnight and the snow I 

Christ save us all from a death like this, 
On the reef of Norman's Woe f 

VOh, I. 7 




Digitized by 



Google 



98 BALLADS AND OTHER POEMS. 



THE LUCK OF EDENHALL. 

FROM THB GERMAN OF UHLAND. 

[Thfi tradition, upon which this ballad is founded, and the 
" fhards of the Luck of EdenhalL" still exist in England. The 
foblet is in the possession of Sir Christopher Musgrare, Bart., of 
Eden Hall, Cumberiand; and is not so entirely shattered, as the 
•allad lea ires it.] 

Of Edenhall, the youtMil Lord 
Bids sound the festal trumpet's call ; 
He rises at the banquet board, 
And cries, *mid the drunken revellers all, 
•* Now bring me the Luck of Edenhall 1 " 

The butler hears the words with pain. 
The house's oldest seneschal, 
Takes slow from its silken cloth again 
The drinking glass of crystal tall ; 
They call it The Luck of Edenhall. 

Then said the Lord ; This glass to praise. 

Fill with red wine from Portugal 1 " 

The gray-beard with trembling hand obeys ; 

A purple light shines over all, 

It beams from the Luck of Edenhall. 

Then speaks the Lord, and waves it light, 
*^ This glass of flashing crystal tall 
Gave to my sires the Fountain-Sprite ; 
She wrote in it ; If this glass doth fall, 
Farewell then, O Luck of Edenhall I 

•* T was right a goblet the Fate should be 
Of the joyous race of Edenhall 1 
Deep draughts drink we right willingly ; 
And willingly rin^, with merry call, 
Kling I klang I to the Luck of Edenkill 1 * 



Digitized by 



THE LOCK OF EDENHAIX. 



First rinss it deep, and fiiU, and mild, 
Like to the song of a nightingale ; 
Then like the roar of a torrent wOd ; 
Then mutters at last like the thunder's fall, 
The glorious Luck of EdenhalL 

•* For its keeper takes a race of might, 
The fragile goblet of crystal tall ; 
It has lasted longer than is right; 
Eling! klang ! — with a harder blow than aO 
Will I try the Luck of Edenhall 1 " 



Suddenly cracks the vaultea hall ; 
And through the rifl, the wild flames start ; 
The guests in dust are scattered all, 
With the breaking Luck of Edenhall I 

In storms the foe, with fire and sword ; 
He in the night had scaled the wall, 
Slain by the sword lies the youthful Lord, 



The gray-beard in the desert hall. 
He seeks his Lord's burnt skeleton, 
He seeks in the dismal ruin's fall 
The shards of the Luck of Edenhall. 

" The stone wall," saith he, " doth fall aside, 
Down must the stately columns fall ; 
Glass is this earth's Luck and Pride ; 
In atoms shall fall this earthly ball 
One day like the Luck of Edenhall 1* 





The shattered Luck of Edenhall. 
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THE ELECTED KNIGHT. 



FROM THB DANISH. 



[The IbUowing stiaiura and somewhat mystical ballad Is from 
Nyerup and Bahbek's Danske Viser of the Middle Ages. It seemi 
10 refer to the first preaching of Christianity in the North, and 
to the institution of Knight-Errantry. The three maidens I rap- 
pose to be Faith, Hope, and Charity. The IrreguIaritieB of the 
original have been carefully preserved in the translation.] 

Sir Olup he rideth over the plain, 
Full seven miles broad and seven miles widei 

But never, ah never can meet with the man 
A tilt with him dare ride. 

He saw under the hill-side 

A Knight full well equipped ; 
His steed was black, his helm was barred ; 

He was riding at full speed. 

He wore upon his spurs 

Twelve little golden birds ; 
Anon he spurred his steed with a clang. 

And there sat all the birds and sang. 

He wore upon his mail 

Twelve little golden wheels, 
Anon in eddies the wild wind blew. 

And round and round the wheels they 6e>t 

He wore before his breast 

A lance that was poised in rest ; 
And it was sharper than diamond-stone, 

It made Sir Oluf 's heart to groan. 

He wore upon his helm, 

A wreath of ruddv gold ; 
And that gave him the Maidep^a Threo. 

The youngest was fair lo behold 
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Sir Oluf questioned the Knight eftsoon 
If he were come from heaven down ; 

** Art thou Christ of Heaven," quoth he, 
" So will I yield me unto thee." 

•* I am not Christ the Great, 

Thou shalt not yield thee yet; 
( am an Unknown Knight, 

Three modest Maidens have me bedight* 

Art thou a Knight elected, 
And have three Maidens thee bedight ; 
80 shalt thou ride a tilt this day, 
For all the Maidens' honor !" 

The first tilt they together rode. 
They put their steeds to the test ; 

The second tilt they together rode. 
They proved their manhood beai. 

The third tilt they together rode. 

Neither of them would yield ; 
The fourth tilt they together rode. 

They both fell on the field. 

Now lie the lords upon the plain, 
And their blood runs unto death ; 

Now sit the Maidens in the high towery 
The youngest sorrows till death. 
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CHIIJ)REN OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

Pentecost, day of rejoicing, had come. The 

church oi the village 
Gleaming stood in the morning's sheen. On the 

spire of the belfry, 
Upped with a vane of metal, the friendly flamef % 

of the Spring-sun 
Glanced like the tongues of fire, beheld by Apostles 

aforetime. 

Clear was the heaven and blue, and May, with her 

cap crowned with roses. 
Stood in her holidav dress in the fields, and the 

wind and the brooklet 
Murmured gladness and peace, God's-peace I with 

lips rosy-tinted 
Whispered the race of the flowers, and merry on 

balancing branches 
Birds were singmg their carol, a jubilant hynm to 

the Highest 

Swept and clean was the churchyard. Adorned 

like a leaf-woven arbour 
Stood its old-fashioned gate; and within upon 

each cross of iron 
Hung was a fragrant garland, new twined by the 

hands of affection. 
Even the dial, that stood on a hillo^^k among the 
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(There full a hundred years had it stood,) ma 

embellished with blossoms. 
Like to the patriarch hoary, the sage of his kith 

and the hamlet, 
Who on his birth-day is crowned by children and 

children's children, 
So stood the ancient prophet, and mute with his 

pencil of iron 
Marked on the tablet of stone, and measured the 



While all around at his reet, an eternity slumbered 
in quiet 

Also the church within was adorned, for this was 
the season 

When the young, their parents* hope, and the 

loved-ones of heaven. 
Should at the foot of the altar renew the vows of 

their baptism. 
Therefore each nook and comer was swept and 

cleanedf and the dust was 
Blown from the walls and ceiling, and from the 

oil-painted benches. 
There stood the church like a garden ; the Feast of 

the Leafy Pavilions * 
Saw we in living presentment From noble arms 

on the church wall 
Grew forth a cluster of leaves, and the preacher's 



Budded once more anew, as aforetime the rod 

before Aaron. 
Wreathed thereon was the Bible with leaves, and 

the dove, washed with silver, 
Under its canopy fastened, had on it a necklace of 

wind-flowers. 
But in front of the choir, round the altar-pece 
painted by H6rberg,t 

*Tbe Feast of the Tabemaclee; In Swiedinh, Vf/hfdaoMgtidm^ 
the Leaf-hats'-high-tide. 

t The peaawt-painter of Sweden. He Is known chiefly by hk 
%ltar pieces in the village churches. 
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Crept a garland gigantic ; and bright-curling tress* 
es of angeb. 

Peeped, like the sun from a cloud, from out of thtf 

shadowy leaf-work. 
Likewise the lustre of brass, new-polbhed, blinked 

from the ceiling, 
And for lights there were lilies of Penltecoet set in 

the sockets. 

Loud rang the bells already; the thronging 
crowd was assembled 
Far from valleys and hills, to list to the holy 



Hark 1 then roU forth at once the mighty tones 

from the organ, 
Hover like voices from God, aloft like invisible 
spirits. 

Like as Elias in heaven, when he cast off from 

him his mantle. 
Even so cast off the soul its garments of earth; 

and with one voice 
Chimed in the congregation, and sang an anthem 

immortal 

Of the sublime Wallfn,* of David's harp in the 
North-land 

Timed to the choral of Luther; the song on its 

powerful pinions 
Took every living soul, and lifted it gently to 

heaven. 

And every face did shine like the Holy One's face 
upon Tabor. 

Lo 1 there entered them into the church the Rev- 
erend Teacher. 

Father he hight and he was in the parish; a 
christianlpr plainness 

Clothed from his nead to his feet the old man of 
seventy winters. 

*A diatingiiished palpit-orator and poet. He is particularly 
remarkable for the boi-uty and sublimity of his psalms. 
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Friendly was he to behold, and glad as the herald* 
ins angel 

Walked he among the crowds, but still a contem- 
plative grandeur 

Lay on his forehead as clear, as on moss-covered 
grave-stone a sun-beam. 

As in nis inspiration (an evening twilight thai 
^intly 

Gleams in the human soul, even now, trovi the 

day of creation) 
Th' Artist, the friend of heaven, images Saint 

John when in Patmos, 
Gray, with his eyes uplifted to heaven, so seemed 

then the old man ; 
Such was the glance of his eye, and such were hig 

tresses of silver. 
All the con^egation arose in the pews that were 

numbeml. 

But with a cordial look, to the right and the left 

hand, the old man 
Nodding all haU and peace, disappeared in th« 

innermost chancel. 

Simply and solemnly now proceeded the Chri» 
tian service, 

Singing and prayer, and at last an ardent di» 

course from the old man. 
Many a moving word and warning, that out of th« 

heart came. 

Fell like the dew of the morning, like manna oo 
those in the desert 

Afterwards, when all was finished, the Teachei 
reentered the chancel. 

Followed therein by the young. On the right 
hand the boys had their ^^ces. 

Delicate figures, with close-curhng hair and cheeks 
rosy-blooming. 

But on the left-hand of these, there stood the trem- 
ulous lilies, 
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Tinged with the blushing light of the morning, the 

diffident maidens, — 
Folding their hands in prayer, and their ejes caii 

down on the pavement. 
Now came, with question and answer, the cato- 



Answered the children with troubled and Altering 

voice, but the old man's 
Glances of kindness encouraged them soon, and 

the doctrines eternal 
Flowed, like the waters of fountains, bo clear fitun 

lips unpolluted. 
Whane'er the answer was closed, and as oft M 

they named the Redeemer, 
Lowly louted the boys, and lowly the maidens all 
courtesied. 

Friendly the Teacher stood, like an angel of light 



And to the children explained he the holy, the 

highest, in few words. 
Thorough, yet simple and clear, for sublimity 

Sways is simple. 
Both in sermon ana song, a child can seize on its 
meaning. 

Even as the green-growing bud is unfolded when 
Spring-tide approaches 

Leaf by leaf is developed, and, warmed by the 
radiant sunshine. 

Blushes with purple and gold, till at last the per- 
fected blossom 

t)pens its odorous chalice, and rocks with its crown 
in the breezes, 

80 was unfolded here the Christian lore of salvit- 
tion, 

Line by line from the soul of childhood. The 

fathers and mothers 
Stood behind them in tears, and were glad at each 

well- worded answer. 
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Now went the old man up to the altar; — and 
straightway transfigured 
(So did it seem unto me) was then the affectionate 
Teacher. 

Like the Lord's Prophet sublime, and awfol as 

Death and as Ju(^ment 
Stood he, the Grod-commissioned, the soul-searchery 

earthward descending. 
Glances, sharp as a sword, mto hearts, that to ham 

were transparent 
Shot he; his voice was deep, was low like the 

thunder afar off. 
So on a sudden transfigured he stood there, he 

spake and he questioned. 

This is the faith of the Fathers, the faith the 
Apostles delivered, 

This is moreover the faith whereunto I baptized 
you, while still ye 

Lay on your mothein' oreasts, and nearer the por- 
tals of heaven. 

Slumbering received you then the Holy Church in 
its bosom ; 

Wakened from sleep are ye now, and the light in 

its radiant splendor 
Rains from the heaven downward ; — ^to-day on the 

threshold of childhood 
Kindly she frees you again, to examine and make 

your election. 
For she knows nought of compulsion, and only 

conviction desireth. 
This is the hour of your trial, the turning-point of 

existence. 

Seed for the coming days ; without revocation de- 
parteth 

Now from your lips the confession ; Bethink ye, 

before ye make answer I 
Think not, O think not with guile to deceive the 

questioning Teacher. . 
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Sharp is Ms eye to-day, and a corse ever rests 
upon falsehood. 

Enter not with a lie on Life's journey ; the multi- 
tude hears you, 

Brothers and sisters and parents, what dear upon 
earth is and holy 

Standeth before your sight as a witness; the Judge 
everlasting 

I^ks from the sun down upon you, and angels in 

waiting beside him 
Grave your confession in letters of fire, upon tab- 



Thus then, — ^believe ye in God, in the Father who 

this world created ? 
Bha who redeemed it, the Son, and the Spirit 

where both are united ? 
Will ye promise me here, (a holy promise I) to 

cherish 

God more than all things earthly, and every man 

as a brother ? 
Will ye promise me here, to confirm your faith by 



Th' heavenly faith of afiection I to hope, to for^ve, 

and to sufier, 
Be what it may your condition, and walk before 

God in uprightness ? 
Will ye promise me this before Grod and man ? " 

— With a clear voice 
Answered the young men Yes I and Yesl with 

lips softly-breathing 
Answered the maidens eke. Then dissolved from 

the brow of the Teacher 
Cloiids with the thunders therein, and he spake 

in accents more gentle. 
Bod as the evening's breath, as harps by Babylon'i 
rivers. 

^ Hail, then, hail to you all I To the heirdom 

of heaven be ye welcome 1 




your livii 
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Children no more from this day, but hj covenant 

brothers and sisters ! 
Yet, — ^for what reason not children ? Of such ii 

the kingdom of heaven. 
Here upon earth an assemblage of children^ in 

heaven one father, 
Ruling them all as his household, — ^forgiving in 

turn and chastising, 
That is of human life a picture, as Scripture has 

taught us. 

Blessed are the pure before Grod 1 Upon purity 

and upon virtue 
Besteth the Christian Faith ; she herself from OQ 

high is descended. 
Strong as a man and pure as a child, is the sum of 

the doctrine, 

Which the Divine One taught, and suffered and 

died on the cross for. 
O ! as ye wander this day from childhood's sacred 

asylum 

Downward and ever downward, and deeper in 

Age's chill valley, 
O I how soon will ye come, — too soon I — and long 

to turn backwai'd 
Up to its hill-tops again, to the sun-illumined, 

where Judgment 
Stood like a father before yon, and Pardon, clad 

like a mother, 
Gave you her hand to kiss, and the loving heart 
was forgiven. 



roses of heaven I 
Seventy years have I lived already; the father 
eternal 

Gave me gladness and care ; but the loveliest houn 
of existence, 

When I have steadfastly gazed in their eyes, I have 

instantly known them, 
Known them all again ; — ^they were my childhood*! 

ac(iuaintance. 




hands grasped afler the 
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Therefore take them henceforth, as guides in the 
paths of existence, 

Prayer, with her eyes raised to heaven, and In- 
nocence, bride of man's childhood. 

Innocence, child beloved, is a guest iiom the world 
of the blessed, 

Beautiful, and in her hand a lily ; on life's roaring 
billows 

Swings she in safetv, she heedeth them not, in the 



Cahnly she gazes around in the turmoil of men ; in 
the desert 

Angels descend and minister unto her ; she herself 
knoweth 

Naught of her glorious attendance; but follows 

faithful and humble, 
Follows so long as she may her friend ; O do not 

reject her, 

For she cometh from God and she holdeth the keys 

of the heavens. — 
Prayer is Innocence* friend ; and willingly flyeth 

incessant 

Twixt the earth and the sky, the carrier-pigeon of 
heaven. 

Son df Eternity, fettered in 'Hme, and an exile, the 
Spirit 

Tugs at his chains evermore, and struggles like 

flames ever upward. 
Still he recalls with emotion his Other's manifold 

mansions. 

Thinks of the land of his fathers, where blossomed 

more freshly the flowers. 
Shone a more beautiful sun, and he played with 

the winff^d angels. 
Then grows the earth toa narrow, too close ; and 

homesick for heaven 
Longs the wanderer again ; and the Spirit's lon^ 

ings are worship ; 
VOL. I. 8 
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WorBhip is called his most beautiful hour, and iti 

tongue is entreaty. 
Ah I when the infinite burden of life descendeth 

upon us, 

Crushes to earth our hope, and, under the earth, 
in the grave-yard, — 

Then it is good to pray unto God ; for his sorrow- 
ing children 

Turns he ne'er from his door, but he heals and 
helps and consoles them. 

Yet is it better to pray when all things are pros- 
perous with us, 

Pray in fortunate days, for life's most beautiful 
Fortune 

Kneels down before the Eternal's throne; and, 
with hands interfolded. 

Praises thankful and moved the only giver of bless- 
ings. 

Or do ye know, ye children, one blessing that 

comes not from Heaven ? 
What has mankind forsooth, the poor I that it has 

not received ? 
Therefore, fall in the dust and pray I The seraphs 

adoring 

Cover with pinions six their face in the glory of 
him who 

Hung his masonry pendant on naught, when the 

world he created. 
Earth declareth his might, and the firmament at- 

tereth his glory. 
Races blossom and die, and stars fall downward 

from heaven, 
Downward like withered leaves ; at the last stroke 

of midnight, millenniums 
Lay themselves down at his feet, and he sees them, 

but counts them as nothing. 
Who shall stand in his presence ? Tlie wrath of 

the judge is terrific. 
Casting the insolent down at a glance. When h« 

speaks in his anger 
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Hillocks skip like the kid, and mountains leap like 

the roe-buck. 
Yet, — why are ye afraid, ye children ? This awful 

avenger. 

Ah I is a merciful God I Grod's voice was not in 

the earthquake. 
Not in the fire, nor the storm, but it was in the 

whispering breezes. 
Love is the root of creation ; God's essence.; worlds 

without number 
Lie in his bosom like children ; he made them for 

this purpose only. 
Only to love and to be loved again, he breathed 

forth his spirit 
Into the slumbenng dust, and upright standing, it 

laid its 

Hand on its heart, and felt it was warm with a 

flame out of heaven. 
Quench, O quench not that flame I It is the breath 

of your being. 
Love is life, but hatred is death. Not &ther, nor 

mother 

Loved you, as God has loved you ; for *t was that 
you may be happy 



head in the death-hour 
Solemnized Love its triumph; the sacrifice then 

was completed. 
Lo I then was rent on a sudden the vail of th« 

temnle, dividing 
Earth and neaven ap^ and the dead irom their 

sepulchres rising 
Whispered with pallid lips and low in the ears of 
each other 

Th* answer, but dreamed of before, to creation's 

enimna, — Atonement I 
Depths of Love are Atonement's depths, for Love 

is Atonement 




bowed down his 
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Therefore, child of mortality, love thou the merci 
fill Father ; 

Wish what the Holy One wishes, and not from 

fear, but affection ; 
l^'ear is the virtue of slaves ; but the heart that 

loveth is willing ; 
Perfect was before Grod, and perfect is Love, and 

Love only. 

Lovest thou God as thou oughtest, then lovest 

thou likewise thy brethren ; 
One is the sun in heaven, and one, only one, is 

Love also. 

Bears not each human figure the godlike stamp on 

his forehead? 
Readest thou not in his face thine origin ? Is he 

not sailing 

Lost like thyself on an ocean unknown, and b he 
not guided 

By the same stars that guide thee ? Why shouldst 
thou hate then thy brother ? 

Hateth he thee, forgive I For 't is sweet to stam- 
mer one letter 

Of the Eternal's language on earth it is called 
Forgiveness I 

Knowest thou Him, who forgave, with the crown 
of thorns round his temples V 

Earnestly prayed for his foes, for his murderers ? 
Say, dost thou know him ? 

Ah! thou confessest his name, so follow likewise 
his example, 

Think of thjr brother no ill, but throw a veil over 
his fadings. 

Guide the erring aright ; for the good, the heav* 

enly shepherd 
Took the lost lamb in arms, and bore it back to 

its mother. 

This is the fruit of Love, and it is by its fhdts that 
we know it 

Love is the creature's welfare, with God ; but Lov« 
among mortals 
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Isbut an endless mgh l He longs, and endnrefli 

and stands waiting, 
Suffera and yet rejoices, and smiles with tears on 

his eyelids. 

Hope, — so is called upon earth, his recompense,^ 

Hope, the befriending, 
Does what she can, for she points evermore up to 

heaven, and faithful 
Plunges her anchor's peak in the depths of the 

grave, and beneath it 
Faints a more beautiful world, a dim, but a sweet 

Siy of shadows I 
tter than we, have leaned on her waver- 
ing promise. 

Having naught else but Hope. Then praise we 

our Father in heaven. 
Him, who has given us more ; for to us has Hope 

been transfigured, 
Groping no longer in night ; she is Faith, she is 

living assurance. 
Faith is enhghtened Hope ; she is light, is the eye 

of affection. 

Dreams of the longing interprets, and carves their 

visions in marble. 
Faith is the sun of life; and her countenance 

shines like the Hebrew's, 
For she has looked upon God ; the heaven on its 

stable foundation 
Draws she with chains down to earth, and the New 

Jerusalem sinketh 
Splendid with portals twelve in golden vapors de> 

scending. 

There enraptured she wanders, and looks at the 

figures majestic, 
Fears not the wingM crowd, in the midst of them 

all is her homestead. 
Therefore love and believe ; for works will follow 

spontaneous 

Even as day does the sun ; the Riglit from the 
Good is an ofTsprinoj, 
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Love in a bodily shape ; and Christian works are 
no more than 

Animate Love and faith, as flowers are the ani- 
mate spring-tide. 

Works do follow us all unto God ; there stand and 
bear witness 

Not what they seemed, — ^but what they were only* 

Blessed is he who 
Hears their confession secure ; they are mute apon 

earth until death's hand 
Opens the mouth of the silent Ye children, does 

Death e'er alarm you ? 
Death is the brother of Love, twin-brother is he, 

and is only 

More austere to behold. With a kiss upon lips that 
are fading 

Takes he the soul and departs, and rocked in the 

arms of affection, 
Places the ransomed child, new bom, 'fore the fece 

of its father. 

Sounds of his coming already I hear, — see dimly 
his pinions. 

Swart as the night, but with stars strewn upon 

them 1 I tear not before him. 
Death is only release, and in mercy is mute. On 

his bosom 

Freer breathes, in its coolness, my breast; and 

face to face standing 
Look I on God as he is, a sun unpolluted by 

vapors ; 

Look on the light of the ages I loved, the spiriti 
majestic. 

Nobler, better than I; they stand by the throne aD 
transfigured. 

Vested in white, and with harps of gold, and aro 

singing an anthem, 
Writ in the climate of heaven, in the language 

spoken by angels. 
You, in like manner, ye children beloved, he one 

day shall gather. 
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Never forgets lie the weary; — ^then welcome, ye 

loved ones, hereafter I 
Meanwhile forget not the keeping of vows, foi^ 

not the promise, 
Wander from holiness onward to holiness ; earth 

shall ye heed not ; 
Earth is but dust and heaven is light; I have 

pledged you to heaven. 
God of the Universe, hear me I thou fountain of 

Love everlasting, 
Bark to the voice of thy servant 1 I send up my 

prayer to thy heaven ! 
Let me hereafter not miss at thy throne one spirit 

of all these, 

Whom thou hast given me herel I have loved 

them all like a father. 
May they bear witness for me, that I taught them 

the way of salvation, 
Faithful, so far as I knew of thy word; again may 

they know me. 
Fall on their Teacher's breast, and before thy face 

may I place them, 
Pure as thej now are, but only more tried, and 

exclaiming with gladness, 
Father, lol I am here, and the children, whom 

thou hast given me I " 

Weeping he spake in these words ; and now at 

the beck of the old man 
Knee against knee they knitted a wreath round the 

altar's enclosure. 
Kneeling he read then the prayers of the consO' 

oration, and softly 
With him the children read; at the close, with 

tremulous accents, 
Asked he the peace of heaven, a benediction upon 

them. 

Sow should have ended his task for the day ; the 
following Sunday 
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Was for the young appointed to eat of the Lord's 

holy Supper. 
Sudden, as struck from the clouds, stood the 

Teacher silent and laid his 
Hand on his forehead, and cast his looks upward; 

while thoughts high and holy 
Flew through the midst of his soul, and his eyei 

glanced with wonderful brightness. 
"On the next Sunday, who knows 1 perhaps I 

shall rest in the grave-yard I 
Some one perhaps of yourselves, a lily broken 

untimely, 

Bow down his head to the earth ; why delay I ? 

the hour is accomplished. 
Warm is the heart ; — 1 will so I for to-day grows 

the harvest of heaven. 
What I began accomplish I now ; for what failing 

therein is 

I, the old man, will answer to Grod and the rev- 
erend father. 

Say to me only, ye children, ye denizens new-come 
in heaven, 

Are ye ready this day to eat of the bread of Atone- 
ment? 

What it denoteth, that know ye full well, I have 

told it you often. 
Of the new covenant a symbol it is, of Atonement 

a token, 

Stablished between earth and heaven. Man by 

his sins and transgressions 
Far has wandered from Grod, from his essence. 

'T was in the bemnning 
Fast by the Tree of Knowledge he fell, and i< 

hangs its crown o'er the 
Fall to this day ; in the Thought is the Fall ; in 

the Heart the Atonement, 
infinite is the Fall, the Atonement infinite like* 

wise. 

See I behind me, as far as the old man remembenb 
and forward. 
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Far as Hope In her flight can reach with her 
weaned pinions, 

Sin and Atonement incessant go through the life- 
time of mortals. 

Brought forth is sin full-grown; but Atonement 
sleeps in our bosoms 

Still as the cradled babe; and dreams of heaven 
and of angels, 

Cannot awake to sensation ; is like the tones in the 
harp's strings, 

Spirits imprisoned, that wait evermore the deliv- 
erer's finger. 

Therefore, ye children beloved, descended the 

Prince of Atonement, 
Woke the slumberer from sleep, and she stands 

now with eyes all resplendent, 
Bright as the vault of the sky, and battles with Sin 

and o'ercomes her. 
Downward to earth he came and transfigured, 

thence reascended, 
Not from the heart in like wise, for there he still 

lives in the Spirit, 
Loves and atones evermore. So long as Time is, 

is Atonement 
Therefore with reverence receive this day her 

visible token. 
Tokens are dead if the things do not live. The 



Unto the blind man is not, but is bom of the eye 

that has vision. 
Neither in bread nor in wine, but in the heart that 
is hallowed 

Lieth forgiveness enshrined ; the intention alone of 
amendment 

Fruits of the earth ennobles to heavenly things, 

and removes all 
Bin and the guerdon of sin. Only Love with his 

arms wide extended. 
Penitence weeping and praying ; the Will that if 

tried, and whose gold flows 
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Purified forth from the flames ; in a word, mankind 
by Atonement 

Breaketh Atonement's bread, and drinketh Atone- 
ment's wine-cup. 

But he who cometh up hither, unworthy, with hate 
in his bosom, 

Scoffing at men and at Grod, is guilty of Chrisf • 
olessed body, 

And the Redeemer's blood I To himself he eateth 
and drinketh 

Death and dooml And from this, preserve us, 
thou heavenly Father I 

Are ye ready, ye children, to eat of the bread of 
Atonement?" 

Thus with emotion he asked, and together an- 
swered the children 

Yes I with deep sobs interrupted. Then read he 
the due supplications, 

Bead the Form of Communion, and in chimed the 



O I Holy Lamb of Grod, who takest away our trans- 
gressions. 

Hear us 1 give us thy peace I have mercy, have 



Th' old man, with trembling hand, and heavenly 

pearls on his eyelids, 
Filled now the chalice and paten, and dealt round 

the mystical symbols. 
O ! then seemed it to me, as if God, with the broad 

eye of mid-day. 
Clearer looked in at the windows, and all the trees 

in the churchyard 
Bowed down their summits of green, and the grass 

on the graves 'gan to shiver. 
But in the children, (I noted it well ; I knew it) 
there ran a 

Tremor of holy rapture along through their icy-cold 
members. 

I>ecked like an altar before them, there stood the 
green earth, and above it 
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Hearen opened itself, as of old before Stephen 

they saw there 
Radiant in glory the Father, and on his right hand 

the Kedeemer. 
Under them hear they the clang of harpstrings, 

and angels from gold clouds 
Beckon to them like brothers, and fan with their 

pinions of purple. 

Closed was the Teacher's task, and with heaven 

in their hearts and their ^es, 
Up rose the children all, and each bowed him, 

weeping full sorely, 
Downward to kiss that reverend hand, but all of 

them pressed he 
Moved to his bosom, and laid, with a prayer, his 

hands full of blessings. 
Now on the holy breast, and now on the innocent 

tresses 
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THE VILLAGE BLACKSMITa 

(Jnder a spreading chestnut tree 

The village smithy stands; 
The mith, a might;^ man 'm he, 

With large and mnewy hands ; 
And the muscles of Ms brawny arms 

Are strong as iron bandsp 

His hair is crisp, and black, mit long, 

His face is like the tan ; 
His brow is wet with lionesfc sweat. 

He earns wliate'er he can, 
Au<l looks the whole world in the face, 

For he owes not any man. 

•eek out, from morn till night, 
"icar his bellows blow ; 
.r liim swin*r his heavy sledge, 
,isured beat ami slow, 
ton rins^pg(j||e village bell, 
.he evei^^^^fclB low. 
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He hears the parson pray and preaoh, 
He hears his dauj(oter*s voice, 

Sin<^ng in the village choir, 
And it makes his neart rejdoe. 

It sounds to him like her mother's voice. 

Singing in Paradise 1 
He nee^ls must thmk of her once more, 

How in the grave she lies ; 
And with his bard, rough hand he wipes 

A tear out of his eyes. 

Toiling, — reioioinff, — sorrowing, 

Onward through life he goes ; 
Each morning sees some begin. 

Each evenmg sees it close ; 
Something attempted, something dont, 

Has earned a night's repose. 

Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy fViendi 
For the lesson thou hast taught I 

Thus at the flaming forge of lite 
Our fortunes must be wrought ; 

Thus on its sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning de^ and thought I 



ENDYMION. 

The rising moon has hid the stars ; 

Her level rays, like golden bars, 
Lie on the landscape green, 
With shadows brown between. 

And silver white the river gleams, 
As if Dianai in her dreams, 
Ha<l dropt her silver bow 
Upon the meadows low. 
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On racb a tranqail nigbt as tbis, 
She woke Endymion with a kias, 
AVhen, sleeping; in the jrrove, 
lie dreamed not of her love. 

Like Dian's kiss, unasked, nnsouj^hti 
Love ^ves itself, but is not bought; 
>ior voice, nor sound betrays 
Its deep, impassioned gaze. 

It oomes, — the beautiful, the free, 
The crown of all humanity, — 

In silence and alone 

To seek the elected one. 

It lifls the boughs, whose shadows deep. 
Are Life's oblivion, the soul's sleep. 
And kisses the closed eyes 
Of him, who slumbering lies. 

O, weary hearts I O, slumbering eyes I 
O, drooping souls, whose destinies 

Are frauffht with fear and pain. 

Ye shall oe loved again I 

No one is so accursed by fate, 
No one so utterly desolate. 

But some heart, though unknown, 

Responds unto his own. 

Responds, — as if with unseen wings, 
An angel touched its c^uivering strings ; 
And whispers, in its song, 




TOL. I. 
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THE TWO LOCKS OF HAIB. 

FBOM THB GEBMAH OF FFIZKB. 

A YOUTH, lisht-hearted and content, 

I wander fliroujjh the world ; 
Here, Arab-like, is pitched my tent 

And straight again is furled. 

Yet oft I dream, that once a wife 

Close in my heart was locked, 
And in the sweet repose of life 

A blessed child I rocked. 

I wake I Away that dream, — away ! 

Too long did it remain I 
So long, that both by night and day 

It ever comes again. 

The end lies ever in my thought ; 

To a grave so cold and deep 
The mother beautiful was brought; 

Then dropt the child asleep. 

But now the dream is wholly o'er, 

I bathe mine eyes and see ; 
And wander through the world once moref 

A youth so light and free. 

Two locks, — and they are wondrous fioTy— 

Left me that vision mild ; 
The brown is from the mother's hair, 

The blond is irom the child. 

And when I see that lock of gold. 

Pale grows the evening-red ; 
And when the dark lock 1 behold, 

1 wish that I were dead. 
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The sun is bright, — ^the air is clear, 
The darting swallows soar and sing, 

And from the stately elms I hear 
The blue-bird prophesying Spring. 

So blue yon winding river flows, 
It seems an outlet from the sky. 

Where waiting till the west wind blows, 
The freighted clouds at anchor lie. 

All things are new; — ^the buds, the lea^et^ 
That gild the elm-tree's nodding crest, 

And even the nest beneath the eaves 
There are no birds in last year's nest I 

All things rejoice in youth and love, 
The fulness of their first delight 1 

And learn from the soft heavens above 
The melting tenderness of night 

Maiden, that read'st this simple rhyme, 

Enjoy thy youth, it will not stay ; 
tenioy Uie nttgrance of thy prime, 



Enjoy the Spring of Love and Youth, 
To some ^ood angel leave the rest ; 

For Time will teach thee soon the truth. 
There are no birds in last year's nest I 
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THE RAINY DAY. J / 

The day is cold, and dark, and dreary ; A 
It rains, and the wind is never weary ; / 
The vine still clings to the mouldering wall, I 
But at every gust the dead leaves fall, 1 1 
And the day is dark and dreary. ^ 

My life is cold, and dark, and dreary ; 
It rains, and the wind is never weary ; 
^ly thoughts still cling to the mouldering Past, 
But the hopes of youUi fall thick in the blast. 
And tne days are dark and dreary. 

Be still, sad heart I and cease repininor ; 
Behind the clouds is the sun still shining ; 
Thy fate is the common fate of all, 
Into each life some rain must fall. 

Some days must be dark and dreary. 



GOD'S-ACRE. 



J LTKE that ancient Saxon phrase, which calls 
The burial-ground God*" Acre 1 It is just ; 

It consecrates each grave within its walls. 
And breathes a benison o'er the sleeping dust 

God's- Acre I Yes, that blessed name imparts 
Comfort to those, who in the grave have sown 

The seed, that the^ had garnered in their hea^ 
llieir bread of life, alas I no more their own. 

Into its furrows shall we all be cast, 

In the sure faith, that we shall rise again 

At the great harvest, when the arch-angel's blast 
Shall winnow, like a fan, the chaff and grain. 
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llien sball the good stand in immortal blooik, 
In the fair gardens of that second birth ; 

And each bright blossom, min«rle its perfume 
With that of flowers, whicn never bloomed 00 
earch. 

With thy rude ploujrhshare, Death, tnm up the 8od| 
And spread the furrow for the seed we sur; 

This is the field and Acre of our God, 

Thin is the place, where human harvests grow ! 



TO THE KIVER CHARLEa 

River I that in silence windest 
Through the meadows, bright and 

Till at length thy rest thou midest 
In the b^m of the sea I 

Four long years of mingled feeling. 
Half in rest, and half in strife, 

I have seen thy waters stealing 
Onward, like the stream of me. 

Thou hast taught me, SOent River I 
Many a lesson, deep and long ; 

Thou hast been a generous giver ; 
I can give thee but a song. 

Oft in sadness and in illness, 

I have watched thy current glide, 

Till the beauty of its stillness 
Overflowed me, like a tide. 

And in better hours and bnghter. 
When I saw thy waters gleam, 

I have felt my heart beat hghter. 
And leap onward with thy streaiiL 
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Not for this alone I love thee, 
Nor because, thy waves of blue 

From celestial seas above thee 
Take their own celestial hue. 

Where jon shadowy woodlands hide thee, 

And thy waters disappear. 
Friends I love have dwelt beside thee, 

And have made thy margin dear. 

More than this ; — thy name reminds me 
Of three friends, all true and trit d ; 

And that name, like mapc, binds me 
Closer, cloaer to thy aide. 

Friends my soul with joy remembers I 
How like quivering flames they start. 

When I fan the living embers 
On the hearth-stone of my heart I 

T is for this, thou Silent River I 
That my spirit leans to thee ; 

Thou hast been a generous giver. 
Take this idle song from me. 



BLIND BARTEVIEUa 

Blind Bartimeus at the gates 

Of Jericho in darkness waits ; 

He hears the crowd ; — he bears a breath 

Say, " It is Christ of Nazareth 1 " 

And calls, in tones of agony. 

The throning multitudes increase ; 
Blind Bartimeus, hold thy peace I 



Digitized by 



THB GOBLET OF LIFB. 



195 



But still, above the noisy crowd, 
TLe lH^<ijjar*g cry is shrill and loud ; 
Until they say, " lie calieth thee 1 " 
Oapau, iy eiptUj ^uvti att 

Then saith the Christ, as silent standi 
The crowd, " \Vhat wilt thou at my hands ^ " 
And he replies, ^ O f^ive me light 1 
Rabbi, restore the bbnd man's sight !" 
And Jesus answers, 'Tiraye* 

Ye that have eyes, yet cannot see, 
In darkness and in misery, 
Kecall those mighty Voices Three, 
'I900V, ikiyoQk fie t 
Oapoei, tyeipoL, tnaye / 
'H nioTtc aov aiaumi at t 



THE GOBLET OF LIFE. 

Ftlled is Life's goblet to the bnm ; 
And though my eyes with tears are dim, 
I see its sparkLng bubbles swim. 
And chaunt a melancholy hymn 
With solemn voice and slow. 

No purple flowers, — no garlands green. 
Conceal the goblet's shade 01 sheen. 
Nor maddenm^ draun^hts of Hippocrene, 
Like gleams of sunshine, flash betweea 
Thick leaves of misletoe. 

This goblet, wrought with curious art, 
Is filled with waters, that upstart. 
When the deep fountains of the heart. 
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By strong convulffl'>ns rent apart, 
Are running all to waste. 

And as it mantling passes round, 
"With fennel is it wreathed and crowned^ 
"Whose seed and foliage sun-imbrowned 
Are in its waters steeped and drowned, 
And give a bitter taste. 

Above the lowly plants it towers, 
The fennel, with its yellow Howers, 
And in an earlier age than ours 
Was gifted with the wondrous powers. 
Lost vision to restore. 

It gave new strength, and fearless mood; 
And gladiators, fierce and rude, 
Alingled it in their daily food ; • 
And he who battled and subdued, . 
A wreath of fennel wore. 

Then in Life's goblet freely press. 
The leaves that give it bitterness, 
Kor prize the colored waters less. 
For in thy darkness and distress 

New light and strength they give I 

And he who has not learned to know 
How false its sparkling bubbles show, 
How bitter are the drops of woe. 
With which its brim may overflow, 
Ue has not learned to live. 

The prayer of Ajax was for light ; 
Through all that dark and desperate fighti 
The blackness of that noonday night. 
He asked but the return of sight, 
To see his foeman's £kce. 
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Let onr nnceanng, earnest prayer 
Be, too, for light, — for strenfrth to bear 
Our portion of the weight of care, 
That crushes into dumb despair 
One half the human race. 

O snfTering, sad homanity I - 

ye afHicted ones, who lie 

/ Steeped to the lips in misery, 
Longing, and vet afraid to die, 
ratient, though sorely tried I 

1 pledge you in thb cup of grief, 

W here floats the fenners bitter leafj 
The Battle of our Life is brief, 
The alarm, — the struggle, — the relief^* 
Then sleep we side by side 



MAIDENHOOD. 

Matdkn I with the meek, brown eyei| 
In whose orbs a shadow lies 
Like the dusk in evening skies I 

Thon whose locks outshine the sun. 
Golden tresses, wreathed in one, 
As the braided streamlets run I 

Standing, with reluctant feet. 
Where the brook and river meet, 
Womanhood and childhood fleet 1 

Gazing, with a timid clance, 
On the brooklet's swift advance. 
On the river's broad expanse I 
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Deep and still, that gliding stream 
Beautiful to thee must seem, 
As the river of a dream. 

Then why pause with indecision, 
When bnght angels in thy vision 
£eckon thee to fields Elysian ? 

Seest thou shadows sailing by, 
As the dove, with startled eye. 
Sees the falcon's shadow fly ? 

Hearest thou voices on the shore, 
That our ears perceive no more, 
Deafened by the cataract's roar 7 

O, thou child of many pravers 1 

Life hath quicksands, — Life hath snares 

Care and age come unawares I 

Like the swell of some sweet tune. 
Morning rises into noon. 
May glides onward into June. 

Childhood is the bough, where slumbered 
Birds and blossoms many-numbered ; — 
Age, that bough with snows encumbered. 

Gather, then, each flower that grows, 
When the young heart overflows. 
To embalm that tent of snows. 

Bear a lily in thy ban^ ; 
Gates of bras* cannot withstand 
One touch of that magic wand. 

Bear through sorrow, wrong, and nidi, 
In thy heart the dew of youth. 
On thy lips the smile of truth. 
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O, that dew, like balm, BhaD steal 
Into wounds, that cannot heal. 
Even as sleep our eyes doth seal; 

And that smile, like sunshine, dart 
Into man^ a sunless heart, 
For a sdouIq of God thou art 



EXCELSIOR. 

The shades of nisht were falling fast. 
As through an Alpine village passed 
A vouth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice, 
A banner with the strange device, 
Excelsior 1 

His brow was sad; his eye beneath, 
Flashed like a faulchion from its sheatk 
And like a silver clarion rung 
The accents of that unknown tongue, 
Excelsior 1 

In happ7 homes he saw the light 
Of household fires sleam warm and bright; 
Above, the spectral glaciers shone. 
And from his lips escaped a groan. 
Excelsior I 

" Try not the Pass ! " the old man said ; 
" Dark lowers the tempest overhead, 
The roaring torrent is deep and wide I " 
And loud that clarion voice replied. 
Excelsior 1 

♦* O stay," the maiden said, " and rest 
Thy weary head upon this breast 1 " 



Digitized by 



BALLADS AND OTHER POEMS. 



A tear stood in his brijrlit blue eye, 
But still he answered, with a sigh. 
Excelsior I 

" Beware the pine-tree's withered branch ! 
Beware the awful avalanche 1 ** 
This was the peasant's last Good-night, 
A voice replied, far up the height, 
Excelsior I 

At break of day, as heavenward 
The pious monks of Saint Bernard 
Uttered the oft-repeated prayer, 
A \oix,e cried through the startled air, 
Excelsior I 

A traveller, by the faithful hound. 
Half-buried in the snow was found, 
Still gasping in his hand of ice 
That banner with the strange device. 
Excelsior ! 

There in the twilight cold and gray, 
Lifeless, but beautiful, he lay. 
And from the sky, serene and far, 
A voice fell, like a failing star, 
Excelsior I 
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[TIm Mlowtng poraif, with one ezoeptkm, wen wriMeo at s(«| 
in the latter part of October. I had not then heard of Dr. 
Channing's death. fiHnee that erent, the poem addrNwed to 
him |0 no longer appropriate I hare decidvd, however, to 
let it remain m it wa* written, a ftehJe testimony 6f my adml- 
tBtiou fttt a great and good man.] 




TO WILJJAM E. CnANXDJO. 



The pages of thy book I read, 

And as I closed each one, 
My heart, responding, ever said, 

" Servant of God 1 well done I " 

Well done I Thy words are great and bold 

At times they seem to me, 
Like Luther's, in the days of old^ 

Ualf-battles for the free. 

Go on, until this land revokes 

The old and chartered Lie, 
The feudal curse, whose whips and yokei 

Lisuit humanity. 

A voice is ever at thy side 

Speaking in tones of might. 
Like the prophetic voice, that cried 

To John in Patmos, ** Write I " 

Write I and tell out this bloody tale ; 

Ret»ord this dire eclipse. 
This Day of Wrath, this Endless WmI, 

This dread Apocal^-pse 1 
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THE SLAVE'S DREAM. 

Befitdb the unfathered rice he lay, 

His sickle in his hand ; 
His breadt was bare, his matted hair 

Was buried in the sancL 
A^ain, in the mist and shadow of sleep, 

lie saw his Native Land. 

Wide through the landscape of his dreams 

The lordly Nijjer flowed ; 
Beneath the palm-trees on the plain 

Once more a kin^ he strocle ; 
And heard the tinkling caravans 

Descend the mountain-road. 

He saw once more his dark-eyed queen 

Among her children stand ; 
They clasped his neck, they kissed his cheekSi 

They held him by the hand I — 
A tear burst from the sleeper's lids 

And fell into the sand. 

And then at furious speed he rode 

Along the Niger's bank ; 
His bridle-reins were golden chains. 

And, with a martial clank. 
At each leap he could feel his scabbard of sted 

Smiting his stallion's flank. 

Before him, like a blood-red flag. 

The bright flamingoes flew ; 
From morn till night he followed their flight, 

O'er plains where the tamarind grew, 
Till he saw the roofs of Caflre huts, 

And the ocean rose to view. 
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At night he heard the lion roar, 

And the hysena scream, 
And the river-horse, as he crashed the reeds 

Beside some hidden stream; 
And it passed, like a glorious roll of drams, 

Through the triumph of his dream. 

The forests, with their myriad tongues, 

Shouted of liberty ; 
And the Blast of the Desert cried aloud, * 

With a voice so wild and free, 
That he started in his sleep and smiled 

At their tempestuous glee. 

He did not feel the driver's whip, 

Nor the burning heat of day ; 
For Death had illumined the Land of Sleep, 

And his lifeless body lay 
A worn-out fetter, that the soul 

Had broken and thrown away! 



THE GOOD PART, 

THAT SHALL KOT BB TAKKH AWAT. 

She dwells by Great Kenhawa's side, 
In valleys green and cool; 

And all her hope and all her pride 
Are in the village schooL 

Her soul, like the transparent air 
That robes the hills above. 

Though not of earth, encircles there 
All things with anns of love. 
TOL. I. 10 
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And thas she walks among her gills 
With praise and mild rebukes ; 

Subduing e'en rude village churls 
By her angelic looks. 

She reads to them at eventide 
Of One who came to save ; 

To cast the captive's chains aside, 
And liberate the slave. 

And oil the blessed time foretells 
When all men shall be free; 

And musical, as silver bells, 
Their falling chains shall be. 

And following her beloved Lord, 

In decent poverty, 
She makes her life one sweet reco*tl 

And deed of charity. 

For she was rich, and gave up aU 

To break the iron bands 
Of those who w^ted in her hall, 

And labored in her lands. 

Long since beyond the Southern Sea 

Their outbound sails have sped, 
While she, in meek humility. 

Now earns her daily bread- 
It is their prayers, which never cease, 

That clothe her with such grace; 
Their blessing is the light of peace 

That shines upon her face. 
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THE SLAVE IN THE DISMAL SWAMP 

In dark fens of the Dismal Swamp 

The hunted Negro lay ; 
He saw the fire of the midnight camp, 
And heard at times a horse*s tramp 

And a bloodhound's distant bay. 

Where will-o'-the-wisps and glowworms shine, 

In bulrush and in brake ; 
Where waving mosses shroud the pine, 
And the cedar grows, and the poisonous vine 

Is spotted like the snake ; 

Where hardly a human foot could pass. 

Or a human heart would dare. 
On the quaking turf of the green morass 
He crouched in the rank and tangled grass, 

Like a wild beast in his lair. 

A poor old slave, infirm and lame ; 

Great scars deformed his face ; 
On his forehead he bore the brand of shame, 
And the rags, that hid his mangled frame. 

Were the livery of disgrace. 

All things above were bright and fair, 

All things were glad and free ; 
Lithe squirrels darted here and there. 
And wild birds filled the echoing air 

With songs of Liberty I 

On him alone was the doom of pain, 

From the morning of his birtn ; 
On him alone the curse of Cain 

Fell, like a flail on the garnered grain, 

And struck him to the earthi 
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THE SLAVE SINGING AT MIDNIGHT 

Loud he sang the psahu of David I 
He, a Negro aud enslaved, 
Sang of IsraeFs victory. 
Sang of Zion, bright and free. 

In that hour, when night is calmest. 
Sang he from the Hebrew Psahnist, 
In a voice so sweet and clear 
That I could not choose but hear, 

Songs of triumph, and ascriptions, 
Such as reached the swart Egyptians, 
When upon the Red Sea coast 
Perished Pharaoh and his host 

And the voice of his devotion 
Filled my soul with strange emotion ; 
For its tones by turns were glad, 
Sweetly solemn, wildly sad. 

Paul and Silas, in their prison, 
Sang of Christ, the Lord arisen. 



Broke their dungeon-gates at night. 

But, alas 1 what hol^ angel 
Brings the Slave this glad evangel ? 
And what earthquake's arm of might 
Breaks his dungeon-gates at night ? 
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THE WITNESSES. 

In Ocean's wide domains,' 

Half buried in the sands, 
Lie skeletons in chains, 

With shackled feet and handii 

Beyond the fall of dews, 

Deeper than plummet lies, 
Float ships, with all their crews, 

No more to sink nor rise. 

There the black Slave-ship swims, 
Freighted with human forms, 

Whose fettered, fleshless limbs 
Are not the sport of storms. 

These are the bones of Slaves; 

They gleam from the abyss; 
Theycry, from yawning waves, 

" We are the Witnesses I ** 

Within Earth's wide domains 
Are markets for men's lives; 

Their necks are galled with chains, 
Their wrist* are cramped with gyret 

Dead bodies, that the kite 

In deserts makes its prey ; 
Murders, that with affright 

Scare schoolboys from their play I 

All evil thoughts and deeds ; 

Anger, and lust, and pride ; 
The foulest, rankest weeds, 

That choke Life's groanmg tide ! 
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These are the woes of Slaves ; 

They glare from the abyss ; 
They cry, from unknown grayeti 

** We are the Witnesses 1" 



THE QUADROON GIRL 

The Slaver in the broad lagoon 
Lay moored with idle sail ; 

He waited for the riang moon, 
And for the evening gale. 

Under the shore his boat was tied. 

And all her listless crew 
Watched the gray alligator slide 

Into the stiff bayou. 

Odors of orange-flowers, and spice, 
Reached them from time to time, 

Like airs that breathe from Paradise 
Upon a world of crime. 

The Planter, under his roof of thatch^ 
Smoked thoughtfully and slow; 

The Slaver's thumb waa on the latch. 
He seemed in haste to go. 

He said, My ship at anchor ridea 

In yonder broad lagoon ; 
I only wait the evening tides, 

And the rising of the moon." 

Before them, with her face apraised. 

In timid attitude, 
Like one half curious, half amazed, 

A Quadroon maiden stood. 



Digitized by 



THE QUADROON OIRL. 151 



Her eyes were large, and full of lights 
Her amis and neck were bare ; 

No garment she wore save a kirtle bright, 
And her own long, raven hair. 

And on her lips there played a smile 

As holy, meek, and faint, 
As lights in some cathedral aisle 

The features of a saint 

*• The soil is barren, — the fium is old; " 
The thoughtful Planter said; 
Then looked upon the Slaver's gold, 
And then upon the maid. 

His heart within him was at strife 

With such accursed gains ; 
For he knew whose passions gave her life, 

Whose blood ran in her vems. 

But the voice of nature was too weak ; 

He took the glittering gold I 
Then pale as death grew the maiden's cheek 

Her hands as icy cold. 

The Slaver led her from the door, 

Ho led her by the hand, 
To be his slave and paramour 

In a strange and distant land I 
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THE WARNING. 



Beware I The Israelite of old, who tore 
The lion in his path, — when, poor and blind, 

He saw the blessed light of heaven no more, 
Shorn of his noble strength and forced to grind 

in prison, and at last led forth to be 

A pander to Philistine revelry, — 

Upon the pillars of the temple laid 
His desperate hands, and in its overthrow 

Destroyed himself, and with him those who mad 
A cruel mockery of his sightless woe; 

The poor, blind Slave, the scoff and jest of all, 

Expired, and thousands perished in the fall I 

There is a poor, blind Samson in this land, 



Who may, in some ffrim revel, raise his hand. 
And shake the pmars of this Commonweal, 
Till the vast Temple of our liberties 
A shapeless mass of wreck and rubbish liea. 




strength, and bound in bon^ >f 



steel. 
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DBAMATIS PERSONS 

s^sr""""'] o^«fMo^ 

The Archbishop of Tolbdo. 
A Cardinal. 

Bkltram Cbuzado, OowU ofihe (HpntM* 

Bartolom^ Roman, A yaan^ aipuf. 

The Padre Oura of Guadarbama. 

Pedro Crespo, ,Alcald6, 

Pancho, AlguacU. 

Franciscjo, Lara* 8 Servant. 

Chispa, Victorian^s ServmiL 

Baltasab, Jimkeeper, 

Preciosa, A Gipsy GirL 

Angelica, 4j^^ 

Martina, The Padre Oura*» Ifteee 

Dolores, Preciosa' t Maid, 

Giptkit MuitcianSf ^ 
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ACT L 



ScsHB I. TTie GouMT of Laba*s chamben. 
The OouitT tn hit dreuing-goum^ moking and converting 
with Don Carlos. 

Lara. You were not at the play to-niglit, Don 
Carlos ; 
How happened it ? 

Carlos. I had engagements elsewhere. 

Pray who was there ? 



The house was crowded ; and the busy fans 
Among the gayly dressed and perfumed ladies 
Fluttered like butterflies among the flowers. 
There was the Countess of Medina Celi ; 
The Goblin Lady with her Phantom Lover. 
Her Lindo Don Diego ; Doila Sol, 
And Doila Serafina, and her cousins. 

Carlos. What was the play ? 

Larcu It was a dull affair ; 

One of those comedies in which you see, 
As Lope says, the history of the world 
Brought down from Grenesis to the Day of Judg- 
ment. 

There were three duels fought in the ^rst act. 
Three gentlemen receiving deadly wounds, 
Laying their hands upon Uieir hearts, and saying, 




Why, all the town and court 



am dead ! " a lover in a closet, 
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An old hidalgo, and a gay Don Juan, 
A Doiia Inez with a black mantilla, 
Followed at twilight by an unknown lover, 
Who looks intently where he knows she is not I 
Carlos, Of course, the Preciosa danced to 
night V 

Lara. And never better. Every footstep fell 
As lightly as a sunbeam on the water. 
I think the girl extremely beautiful. 

Carlos, Almost beyond the privilege of woman 1 
1 saw her in the Prado yesterday. 
Her step was royal, — queen-like, — and her face 
As beautiful as a saint's in Paradise. 

Lara, May not a s£unt fall from her Paradise, 
And be no more a saint ? 



Lara, Because I have heard it said this 



And, though she is a virgin outwardly. 
Within she is a sinner ; Eke those panels 
Of doors and altar-pieces the old monks 
Fainted in convents, with the Virgin Mary 
On the outside, and on the inside Venus 1 

Carlos, You do her wrong ; indeed, you do bef 
wrong 1 

She is as virtuous as she is fair. 
Lara, How credulous you are 1 Why look you 
friend. 

There 's not a virtuous woman in Madrid, 

In this whole city I And would you persuade me 

That a mere dancing-girl, who shows herself, 

Nightly, half-naked, on the stage, for money, 

And with voluptuous motions nres the blood 

Of inconsiderate jrouth, is to be held 

A model for her virtue ? 

Carlos. You forget 

She is a Gipsy girL 

Lara, And therefore won 

The easier. 



Carlos. 




fell. 
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Carlos, 



Nay, not to be won at all ! 



fhe only virtue that a Gipsy prizes 
[s chastity. That is her only virtue. 
Dearer than hfe she holds it. 1 remember 
A Gipsy woman, a vile, shameless bawd. 
Whose craft was to betray the young and feir ; 
And yet this woman was above all bribes. 
And when a noble lord, touched by her beauty, 
The wild and wizard beauty of her race, 
Offered her gold to be what she made others, 
She turned upon him, with a look of scorn, 
And smote him in the face I 

Lara, And does that prore 

rhat Preciosa is above suspicion ? 

Carlos, It proves a nooleman may be repulsed 
WTien he thinks conquest easy. I believe 
That woman, in her deepest degradation, 
Holds something sacred, somethmg undefiled, 
Some pledge and keepsake of her higher nature. 
And, like Oie diamond in the dark, retains 
Some quenchless gleam of the celestial light I 
Lara, Yet Preciosa would have taken the gold 
Carlos [rising], I do not think sa 
Lara, I am sure of it. 

But why this haste ? Stay yet a little longer. 
And fight the battles of your Dulcinea. 

Carlos. *T is late. I must begone, for if I stay 
You will not be persuaded. 
Lara, Yes ; persuade me. 

Carlos, No one so deaf as he who will not hear 
Lara, No one so blind as he who will not see I 
Carlos, And so good night I wish you pleai> 
ant dreams. 



[ have the greatest faith ; for I believe 
Victorian is her lover. I believe 
That I shall be to-morrow ; and thereafter 
Another, and another, and another, 



And greater faith in woman. 
Lara. 



Greater fadth 1 



\Exil 
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Cliaang each other through her zodiac, 
As Taurus chases Aries. 

[Enter Francisco wUh a ccuket,] 

Well, Eranousco, 

What speed with Freciosa? 

Fran. ^ None, my lord. 

She sends your jewels back, and bids me leli yua 
She is not to be purchased by your gold. 

Lara, Then I will try some other way to win 
her. 

E*r^, dost thou know "Victorian ? 

Fran. Yes, my lord 

I saw him at the jeweller's to-day. 

Lara. What was he doing there ? 

Fran. I saw him buy 

A golden ring, that had a ruby in it 

Lara. Was there another like it ? 

Fran. One so like it 

I could not choose between them. 

Lara. It is well. 

To-morrow morning bring that ring to me. 
Do not forget Now light me to my bed. lExetMl 



SCBNB n.— ^ ttreet in Madrid. Enter CmspK^foUowed 
hy musiciantf with a bagpipe, gtutara, and other inttru 
ments. 

Chis. Abemuncio Satanas I and a plague on 
-aU lovers who ramble about at night, dnnkmg the 
elements, instead of sleeping quieSy in their oeds. 
Every dead man to his cemetery, say I ; and every 
friar to his monastery. Now, here 's my master, 
Victorian, yesterday a cow-keeper, and to-day a 
eendeman; yesterday a student, and to-day a 
lover ; and I must be up later than the nightingale, 
for as the abbot sings so must the sacristan respond. 
God grant he may soon be married, for then shall 
all this serenading cease. Ay, marry 1 marry! 
marry 1 Mother, what does marry mean? It 
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means to spin, to bear children, and to weep, mj 
aaughterl And, of a truth, there is something 
more in matrimony than the wedding-ring. [ To 
die mtisicians.'] And now, gentlemen, Pax voois- 
cum 1 as the ass said to the cabbages. Pray, walk 
tihis way ; and don't hang down your heads. It is 
00 disgrace to have an old father and a ragged 
shirt. Now, look you, you are gentlemen who lead 
the life of crickets ; you enjoy hunger by day an 1 
noise by night Yet, I beseech you, for this once 



damsel in bed, and not to the Man in the Moon. 
Your object is not to arouse and terrify, but to 
soothe and bring lulling dreams. Therefore, each 
shall not play upon his mstrument as if it were the 
only one in the universe, but gently, and with a 
certain modesty, according with the others. Pray, 



1st Mas. Ger6nirao Gil, at your service. 
Chis. Every tub smells of the wine that is in 
it. Pray, Greronimo, is not Saturday an unpleasant 
day with thee ? 

IstMus. Why so? 

Chis. Because T have heard it said that Sat- 
urday is an unpleasant day with those who have 
but one shirt. Moreover, I have seen thee at the 
tavern, and if thou canst run as fast as thou canst 
drink, T should like to hunt hares with thee. 
What instnunent is that ? 

Ist Mus. An Aragonese bagpipe. 

ChU, Pray, art mou related to the bagpiper 
of Bujalance, who asked a maravedi for p&ying, 
ftnd ten for leaving off? 

Ist Mus. No, your honor. 

Chis, I am glad ot it. What other instm- 
ments have we ? 

2d and Sd Mus, We play the bandurria. 

Chis, A pleasing instrument And thou V 

Ath Mus, The fife. 




serenade to a 




Digitized by 



Google 



160 



THE SPANISH STUDENT. 



Chis, I like it ; it has a cheerful, soul-stirring 
sound, that soars up to my lady's window like the 
sonff of a swallow. And you others ? 

Other Mu8, We are the singers, please your 
honor. 

Chis. You are too many. Do you think we 
are going to sing mass in the cathedral of C6rdova? 
Four men can make but little use of one shoe, and 
I see not how you can all sing in one sons. But 
follow me along the garden wall. That is the way 
my master climbs to the lady's window. It is by 
the Vicar's skirts that the aevil climbs into the 
belfry. Come, follow me, and make no noise. 

lExeunL 

Scene ni.~PRBCioaA's chamber. She stands at the open 

mndow. 

Pre, How slowly through the lilac-scented air 
Descends the tranquil moon I Like thistle-down 
The vapory clouds float in the peaceful sky ; 
And sweetiy from yon hollow vaults of shaide 
The nightingales breathe out their souls in sons. 
And hark ! what songs of love, what 80ul4ik« 

sounds, 
4nswer them from below I 

SERENADE. 

Stars of the ttunmer night 1 

Far in yon azure deeps. 
Hide, hide your golden light! 

She sleeps I 
My lady sleeps ! 

Sleeps I 

Moon of the summer night 1 

Far down yon western itaept, 

Sink, sink in sUverlightl 
She sleeps I 

My lady sleeps 1 
Sleeps I 
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Wind of the sttmmer night I 

Where yonder wocKlbine creeps, 

Fold, fold thy pinions %ht t 
She sleeps ! 

My lady sleeps ! 
Sleeps ! 

Dreams of the summer night I 
Tell her, her lover keeps 

Watch ! while in slumbers light 
She sleeps I 

My lady sleeps ! 
Sleeps! 

[Enter Victorian by the balcony,] 



Vict, Poor, little dovel Thou tremblest like 
a leaf ! 

Pi'e, I am so friorhtened ! *T is for thee I tremble 1 
I hate to have thee climb that wall by night 1 
Did no one see thee ? 

Vict. None, my love, but thou. 

Pre. T is very dangerous ; and when thou art 
gone 

I chide myself for letting thee come here 

Thus stealthily by night Where hast thou been ? 

Since yesterday 1 have no news from thee. 

Vict, Since yesterday I 've been in Alcali. 
Ere lon^ the time will come, sweet Preciosa, 
When that dull distance shall no more divide us, 
And I no more shall scale thy wall by night 



Pre, An honest thief, to steal but what thou 
givest. 

Met, And we shall sit together unmolested, 
And words of true love pass from tongue to tongue, 
Afl singing^ birds from one bough to another. 

Pre. That were a life indeed to make time 
envious ! 

I knew that thou wouldst visit me to-night. 
I saw thee at the play 

VOL. I. 11 
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Vict. Sweet child of air ? 

Never did I behold thee so attired 
And garmented in beauty as to-night ! 
What hast thou done to make thee look so fair ? 

Pre. Am I not always fair ? 

VicL Ay, and so fair 

That I am jealous of all eyes that see thee, 
And wish that they were blind. 

Pre. I heed them not j 

When thou art present, I see none but thee ! 

Vict. There *s nothing fair nor beautiful, but 
takes 

Something from thee, that makes it beautiful. 
Pre, And yet thou leavest me for those dusty 
books. 

Vict. Thou comest between me and those books 
too often 1 
I see thy face in every thing I see ! 
The paintings in the chapel wear thy looks. 
The canticles are changed to sarabands. 
And with the learned doctors of the schools 
I see thee dance cachuchas. 

Pre. In good sooth, 

I dance with learned doctors of the schools 
To-morrow morning. 

Vict. And with whom, I pray ? 

Pre. A grave and reverend Cardinal, and hia 
Grace 

The Archbishop of Toledo. 

Vict. What mad jert 

Is this? 

Pre. It is no jest ; indeed it is not. 

Vict. Prithee, explain thyself. 

Pre. Why, shnply thus. 

Thou knowest the Pope has sent here into Spain 
To put a stop to dances on the stage. 

Vict. I have heard it whispered. 

Pre. Now the Cardinal 

Who for this purpose comes, would fain behold 
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With his own eyes these dances ; and the Arch- 

bisliop 
Has sent for me 

Vict. That thou may'st dance before them I 
Now viva la cachucha I It will breathe 
The fire of youth into these gray old men ! 
'T will be thy proudest conquest I 

Pre, Saving one. 

And yet I fear these dances will be stopped, 
And Preciosa be once more a beggar. 

Fic/. The sweetest beggar that e'er asked foe 
alms ; 

With such beseeching eyes, that when I saw thee 
I gave my heart away I 

Pre. Dost thou remember 

WTien first we met ? 

Vict. It was at Cdrdova, 

In the cathedral garden. Thou wast sitting 
Under the orange trees, beside a fountain. 

Pre, 'T was Easter-Sunday. The full blo§- 
somed trees 
Filled all the air with fragrance and with joy. 
The piiests were singing, and the organ sounded. 
And then anon the great cathedral bell. 
It was the elevation of the Host. 
We both of us fell down upon our knees. 
Under the orange boughs, and prayed together. 
I never had been happy till that moment. 

Vict. Thou blessed angel ! 

Pre. And when thou wast gone 

I felt an aching here. I did not speak 
To any one that day. But from tnat day 
Bartolom6 grew hateful unto me. 

Vict. Remember him no more. Let not hif 
shadow 

Come between thee and me. Sweet Preciosa! 
I loved thee even then, though I was silent I 

Pre. I thought I ne'er should see thy face again. 
Thy farewell had a sound of sorrow in it. 
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Vict. That was the first sound in the song <d 
love ! 

Scarce more than silence is, and yet a sound. 
Hands of invisible spirits touch the strings 
Of that mysterious mstrmnent, the soul. 
And play the prelude of our fate. We hear 
The voice prophetic, and are not alone. 
Pre. That is my faith. Dost thou believe these 
warning ? 

VicL So far as this. Our feelings and out 
thoughts 

Tend ever on, and rest not in the Present. 
As drops of rain fall into some dark well, 
And from below comes a scarce audible sound, 
So fall our thoughts into the dark Hereafter, 
And their mysterious echo reaches us. 

Pre. I have felt it so, but found no words to 
say it ! 

I cannot reason ; 1 can only feel I 
But thou hast language for all thoughts and feel- 
ings. 

Thou art a scholar; and sometimes I think 
We cannot walk together in this world I 
The distance that divides us is too great I 
Henceforth thy pathway lies among the stars ; 
I must not hold thee back. 

VicL Thou little skeptic I 

Dost thou still doubt? What I most prize ia 
woman 

Is her affections, not her intellect I 
The intellect is finite ; but the affections 
Are infinite, and cannot be exhausted. 
(Compare me with the great men of the earth ; 
What am I ? Why, a pigmy among giants I 
But if thou lovest, — mark me ! I say lovest, 
The greatest of thy sex excels thee not 1 
The world of the affections is thy world, 
Not^that of man's ambition. In that stillness 
Which most becomes a woman, calm and holy, 
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Thon sittest by the fireside of the heart, 
Feeding its fiame. The element of fire 
Is pure. It cannot change nor hide its nature, 
But burns as brightly in a Gipsy camp 
As in a palace hall. Art thou convinced ? 
Pre. Yes, that I love thee, as the good lore 
heaven. 

Bat not that I am worthy of that heaven. 
How shall I more deserve it ? 

Vict. Loving more. 

Pre, I cannot love thee more ; my heart is folL 

VicU Then let it overflow, and I will drink it, 
As in the summer-time the thirsty sands 
Drink the swift waters of the Manzanares, 
And still do thirst for more. 

A Watch, [in the street."] Ave Maria 
Pnrissima 1 ^ is midnight and serene I 

Vict. Hear'st thou that cry ? 

Pre, It is a hateful sound, 

To scare thee from me I 

VicU As the hunter's horn 

Doth scare the timid stag, or bark of hounds 
The moor-fowl from his mate. 

Pre. Pray, do not go 

VicU I must away to AlcalA to-night 
Think of me when I am away. 

Pre. Fear not I 

I have no thoughts that do not think of thee. 

Vict, [giving her a ring.] And to remind thee 
of my love, take this ; 
A serpent, emblem of Eternity ; 
A ruby, — say, a droj) of my heart's blood. 

Pre. It is an ancient saying, that the ruby 
Brin^ gladness to the wearer, and preserves 
The heart pure and, if laid beneath the pillow, 
Drives away evil dreams. But then, alas 1 
It was a serpent tempted Eve to sin. 

Vict. "Wnat convent of barefooted Carmelites 
Taught thee so much theology ? 
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Pre. {laying her hand upon his mouth,'] Hush 
Hushf 

Good night 1 and may all holy angels ffuard thee I 
VicU Good night! good night I Thou art my 
guardian angel I 
I have no other saint than thou to pray to I 
\^He descends by (he balcony.'] 
Pre, Take care, and do not hurt thee. Art 
thou safe ? 

Vict, [from the garden."] Safe as my love At 
thee I But art thou safe ? 
Others can climb a balcony by moonlight 
As well as I. Pray, shut thy window close ; 
I am jealous of the perfumed air of night 
That from this garden climbs to kiss thy lips. 

Pre. [throwing down her handkerchief.] Thou 
suly child; Take this to blind thine eyes. 
It is my benison I 

Vict. And brings to me 

Sweet fraCTance from thy lips, as the soft wind 
Wafts to the out-bound manner the breath 
Of the beloved land he leaves behind. 

Pre. Make not thy voyage long. 

Vict. To-morrow night 

Shall see me safe returned. Thou art the star 
To ffuide m« to an anchorage. Good night I 
My beauteous star I My star of love, good night I 

Pre. Good night I 

Watch, [at a distance,'] Ave Maria Purissima! 



Scene IV. An inn on the road to Alcald, Baltabab 
asleq) on a bench. Enter Chisfa. 

Chis. And here we are, half-way to Alcaic, be- 
tween cocks and midnight Body o* me I what an 
inn this is I The lights out, and the landlord 
Msleep. H0I& I ancient Baltasar 1 

Bait, [^imking.] Here I am. 

Chis. Tes, there you are, like a one-eyed 



Digitized by 



TIO SPANISH STUDENT. 



169 



A.I<;aUle in a town without inhabitants. Bring a 
lights and let me have supper. 

Bait, Where is your master ? 

Chis, Do not trouble yourself about him. We 
have stopped a moment to breathe our horses; 
and, if he chooses to walk up and down in the open 
air, looking into the sky as one who hears it rain, 
that does not satisfy my hunger, you know. But 
be quick, for I am in a hurry, and every man 
ftretches his legs according to the length of his 
coverlet. What have we here ? 

Bait, [setting a light on the table.'] Stewed 
raibbit 

Chis. [eating.'] Conscience of Portalegrel 

Stewed kitten, you mean 1 
Bali. And a pitcher of Pedro Ximenes, with a 

roasted pear in it. 
Chis. [drinking.] Ancient Baltasar, amigol 
You know how to cry wine and sell vinegar. I 
tell you this is nothing but Vino Tinto of Lol 
Mancha, with % tang of the swine-skin. 
Bait. I swear to you by Saint Simon and Judas, 

it is all as I say. 
Chis. And I swear to you, by Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul, that it is no such thing. Moreover, 
your supper is like the hidalojo's dinner, very little 



Bait. Hal ha! ha I 
Chis. And more noise than nuts. 
Bait. Ha I ha 1 ha 1 You must have your joke, 
Blaster Chispa. But shall I not ask Don Victo- 
rian in, to take a draught of the Pedro Ximenes ? 

Chis. No ; you might as well say, " Don't-you- 
want-some ? " to a dead man. 
Bait. Why does he go so often to Madrid ? 
Chis. For the same reason that he eats no suppec 
He is in love. Were you ever in love, Baltasar? 

Bait. I was never out of it, good Chispa. It haa 
been the torment of my life. 




Digitized by 



Google 



168 



THE SPANISH STUDENT. 



Chis. What I are you on fire, too, old haystack ? 
Why, we shall never be able to put you out 
Vict [without.'] Chispa I 

Chis, Go to bed, Pero Grullo, for the cocks are 
crowing. 

VicL Eal Chispa! Chispa I 

Chis. Eal Sefior. Come with me, ancient 
Baltasar, and bring water for the horses. I wiD 
pay for the supper, to-morrow. lEzeunt 

Scene V. Victorian's chambers at Alcald. HTFOLm 
asleep in an arm-chair. He awakes slowly. 

Hyp, I must have been asleep I ay, sound asleep 
And it was all a dream. O sleep, sweet sleep I 
Whatever form thou takest, thou art fair, 
Holding unto our lips thy goblet filled 
Out of Oblivion's well, a healing draught I 
The candles have burned low ; it must be late. 
Where can Victorian be ? Like Fray Carrillo, 
The only place in which one cannot find him 
Is his own cell. Here 's his guitar, that seldom 
Feels the caresses of its master's hand. 
Open thy silent lips, sweet instrument ! 
^d make dull nudnight merry with a song. 
[He plays and sings."] 
Padre Francisco ! 
Padre Francisco! 
What do you want of Padre Francisco? 
Here is a pretty young maiden 
Who wants to confess her sins. 
Open the door and let her come in, 
I will shrive her from every sin. 
\ Enter Victorian. 1 
VieU Padre Hypolito ! Padre Hypolito I 
Hyp, What do you want of Padre Hypolito ? 
VicL Come, shnve me straight ; for, if love 
a sin, 

1 am the greatest sinner that doth live. 
1 will confess the sweetest of all crimes, 
A. maiden wooed and won. 
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Hyp, The same old tale 

Of the old woman in the chimney corner, 
Who, while the pot boils, says, " Come here, 009 
child ; 

I '11 tell thee a story of my wedding-day." 

Vict. Nay, listen, for my heart is fidl ; so taH 
That I must speak. 

flyp. Alas I that heart of thine 

Is like a scene in the old play; the curtain 
Rises to solemn music, and lo ! enter 
The eleven thousand virgins of Cologne I 

Vict. Nay, like the Sibyl's volumes, thou 
shouldst say ; 
Those that remained, after the six were burned, 
Being held more precious than the nine together. 
But listen to my tale. Dost thou remember 
Tlie Gipsy girl we saw at Cordova 
Dance the Romalis in the market-place ? 

Hyp. Thou meanest Freciosa. 

Vict. Ay, the same. 

Thou knowest how her image haunted me 
Long after we returned to Alcaic. 
She 's in Madrid. 

Hyp, I know it 

Vict. And I 'm in lovei 

Hyp. And therefore in Madrid when thoa 
shouldst be 
In Alcali. 

Vict. O pardon me, my friend. 
If I so long have kept this secret from thee ; 
But silence is the charm that guards such treasnreSi 
And, if a word be spoken ere the time. 
They sink again, they were not meant for us. 

Hyp. Alas ! alas I I see thou art in love. 
Love Keeps the cold out better than a cloak. 
It serves for food and raiment. Give a Spaniard 
£Lis i^ass, his olla, and his Dofia Luisa, — 
Thou knowest the proverb. But pray me, 
lover. 



J 
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How speeds thy wooing ? Is the maiden coy ^ 
Write her a song, beginning with an Ave; 
Sing as the monS: sang to the Virgin Mary, 



VicU Pray, do not jest 1 This is no time for H 
I am in earnest I 



What, ho I The Primus of wreat Alcal^i 
Enamored of a Gipsy ? Tell me frankly, 
How meanest thou ? 

VicL I mean it honestly. 

Hyp, Surely thou wilt not marry her ! 
VicL my not I 

Hyp. She was betrothed to one Bartolom^, 
If I remember rightly, a young Gipsy 
Who danced with her at Cdrdova, 

VicL They quarrelled, 

And so the matter ended. 

Hyp, But in truth 

Thou wilt not marry her. 

VicL In truth, I will 

Hie angels sang in heaven when she was bom I 
She is a precious jewel I have found 
Among the filth and rubbish of the world. 
I *ll stoop for it ; but when I wear it here, 
Set on my forehead like the morning star, 
The world may wonder, but it will not laugh. 
Hyp, If thou wear'st nothing else upon thj 
forehead, 
*T will be indeed a wonder. 

VicL Out upon thee« 

^th thy unseasonable jests I Pray, tell me, 
Is there no virtue in the world ? 

Hyp, Not much. 

What, think'st thou, is she doing at this moment ; 
Now, while we speak of her ? 



Avel cnjtis calcem clare 
Nec centenni commendare 
Sciret Seraph $tudio! 



Hyp. 



Seriously enamored ? 



VicL 



She lies asleep, 
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A.nd, from her parted lips, her gentle breath 
Comes like the fragrance from the lips of floweta. 
Her tender limbs are still, and, on her breast, 
The cross she prayed to, e'er she fell asleep, 
Rises and falls with the soft tide of dreams, 
I-»ike a light barge safe moored. 

Hyp, Which means, in prose, 

She 's sleeping with her mouth a little open 1 

Vkt O, would I had the old magician's glass 
To see her as she lies in child-like sleep ! 

Hyp, And wouldst thou venture ? 

VicU Ay, indeed I would ! 

Hyp, Thou art courageous. Hast thou e'er re- 
flected 

How much lies hidden in that one word, now f 

Vict. Yes ; all the awful mystery of Life I 
I oft have thought, my dear Hypolito, 
That could we, by some spell of magic, change 
The world and its inhabitants to stone. 
In the same attitudes they now are in, 
What fearful glances downward might we cast 
Into the hollow chasms of human Ufe I 



What joyful welcomes, and what sad farewells I 
What stony tears in those congealed eyes ! 
What visible joy or anguish in those cheeks I 
What bridal pomps, and what funereal shows I 
What foes, like gladiators, fierce and struggling ! 
What lovers with their marble lips together I 

Hyp. Ay, there it is ! and, if I were in love, 
That is the very point I most should dread. 
Tliis ma^ic glass, these magic spells of thine. 
Might tell a tale were better left untold. 
For instance, they might show us thy fair cousin, 
The Lady Violante, bathed in tears 
Of love and anger, like the maid of Colchis, 
Whom thou, another faithless Argonaut, 




behold about the death* 



Putting to shame the group of Niobe J 
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Having won that golden fleece, a woman's love, 
Desertest for this Glaucfe. 

VicL Hold thy peace I 

She cares not for me. She may wed another, 
Or go into a convent, and, thus dying, 
Marry Achilles in the Elysian Fields. 

Hyp, [rising.'] And so, good night I Good mom* 
ing, I should say. 



Hark ! how the loud and ponderous mace of Time 
Elnocks at the golden portals of the day 1 



Gret thee to bed, and the magician, Sleep, 
Shall show her to thee, in his magic glass. 
In all her loveliness. Grood night I lExU 

VicL Good night 1 

But not to bed ; for I must read awhile. 

[Throws himself into the arm-chair vMch Htfoijto has 
kfl, and lays a large book open upon his knees.} 

Must read, or sit in reverie and watch 
The chan^ng color of the waves that break 
Upon the idle seashore of the mind I 
Visions of Fame I that once did visit me, 
Making night glorious with your smile, where are 
ye? 

O, who shall give me, now that ye are gone, 
Juices of those immortal plants that bloom 
Upon Olympus, making us immortal ? 
Or teach me where that wondrous mandrake grom 
Whose magic root, torn from the earth with groanfl, 
At midnight hour, can scare the fiends away. 
And make the mind prolific in its fancies ? 
I have the wish, but want the will, to act I 
Souls of great men departed 1 Ye whose words 
Have come to light from the swift river of Timet 
Like Roman swords found in the Tagus' bed, 



[Clock strikes three.] 



And so, once more, good night 1 

more largely 
Of Preciosa when we meet a^n. 
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Where is the strength to wield the anns ye bore t 

From the barred visor of Antiquity 

Reflected shines the eternal light of Troth, 

As from a mirror I All the means of action—* 

The shapeless masses — the materials — 

Lie everywhere about us. What we need 

Is the celestial fire to chan^ the flint 

Into transparent crystal, bnght and clear. 

That fire is genius I The rude peasant sits 

At evening m his smoky cot, and draws 

With charcoal uncouth figures on the wall. 

The son of genius comes, foot-sore with travel, 

And begs a shelter from the inclement night. 

He takes the charcoal from the peasant's hand. 

And, by the magic of his touch at once 

Transfigured, all its hidden virtues shine. 

And, in the eyes of the astonished clown. 

It gleams a diamond I Even thus transformed, 

Rude popular traditions and old tales 

Shine as immortal poems, at the touch 

Of some poor, houseless, homeless, wandering bard, 

Who had but a night's lodging for his pains. 

But there are brighter dreams than those of Fame, 

Which are the dreams of Love I Out of the heart 

Rises the bright ideal of these dreams. 

As from some woodland fount a spirit rises 

And sinks again into its silent deeps, 

Ere the enamored knight can touch her robe 1 

T is this ideal that the soul of man. 

Like the enamored knight beside the fountain, 

Waits for upon the maurgin of Life's stream ; 

Waits to benold her rise from the dark waters. 

Clad in a mortal shape I Alas 1 how many 

Must wait in vain 1 The stream flows evermora, 

But from its silent deeps no spirit rises I 

Yet I, born under a propitious star, 

Have found the bright ideal of my dreams. 

Yea I she is ever with me. I can feel. 

Here, as I sit at midnight and alone. 
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Her gentle breathing I on my breast can feel 
The pressure of her head 1 God's benison 
Rest ever on it I Close those beauteous eyes, 
Sweet Sleep I and all the flowers that bloom al 
night 

With balmy lips breathe in her ears my name I 
[Gradually sinks asle^.'] 



ACT n. 

Sosms I. Freciosa*s chamber. Morning. Prbciosa 
and AnGEUCA. 

Pre. Why will you go so soon? Stay yet 
awhile. 

The poor too often turn away unheard 
From hearts that shut against them with a sound 
That will be heard in heaven. Pray, tell me more 
Of your adversities. Keep nothing from me. 
What is your landlord's name V 

Ang. The Count of Lara. 

Pre. The Count of Lara? O, beware that 
man I 

IkCstnist his pity, — ^hold no parley with him ! 

And rather die an outcast in the streets 

Than touch his gold. 
Ang, You know him, then I 

Pre. As much 

As any woman may, and yet be pure. 

Aj3 you would keep your name without a blemiflh. 

Beware of him I 
Ang. Alas I what can I do ? 

I cannot choose my friends. Each word of kind- 
ness. 

Come whence it may, i» welcome to the poor. 
Pre, Make me your friend. A girl so young 
and fsar 
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Should have no friends but those of her own sex. 
What is your name ? 

Ang, Angelica. 

Pre. That name 

Was given you, that you might be an angel 
' To her who bore you 1 When your infant smile 
Made her home Paradise, you were her angel. 
O, be an angel still ! She needs that smile. 
So long as you sCre innocent, fear nothing. 
No one can harm you 1 I am a poor girl. 
Whom chance has taken from the public streets. 
I have no other shield than mine own virtue, 
That is the charm which has protected me I 
Amid a thousand perils, I have worn it 
Here on my heart 1 It is my guardian angel. 

Ang. [rising.'] I thank you for this counsel, 
dearest lady. 

Pre. Thank me by following it 

Ang. Indeed I will. 

Pre. Pray, do not go. I have much more to 
say. 

Ang. My mother is alone. I dare not leave her. 
Pre. Some other time, then, when we meet 
again. 

Tou must not go away with words alone. 

[Gives her a purse.] 
Take this. Would it were more. 

Ang. I thank you, lady. 

Pre. No thanks. To-morrow come to me again. 
I dance to-night, — perhaps for the last time. 
But what I gain, I promise shall be yours, 
If that can save you from the Count of Lara. 

Ang. O, my dear lady I how shall I be grateful 
For so much kmdness ? 



Pre. I deserve no thanks. 

Thank Heaven, not me. 
Ang. Both Heaven and vou. 

Pre. Farewell 



Remember that you come again to-morrow. 
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Ang, I wilL And may the blessed Virgin guard 



\nd all the poor ; for they have need of angels. 
N^ow bring me, dear Dolores, my basquina, 
My richest maja dress, — ^my dancing dress. 
And my most precious jewels 1 Make me look 
Fairer than night e'er saw me I I *ve a prize 
To win this day, worthy of Preciosa ! 



Cinz. Ave Maria ! 
Pre, O God ! my evil genius I 

What seekest thou here to-day ? 

Cni2. Thyself, — my child 
Pre, What is thy ¥rill with me ? 
Cruz. Gold ! gold 1 

Pre, I gave thee yesterday ; I have no more. 
Cruz, The gold of the Busn^, — give me hu 
gold I 

Pre, I gave the last in charity to-day. 
Cruz. That is a foolish lie. 
Pre, It is the truth. 

Cruz. Curses upon theel Thou art not m\ 
child I 

Hast thou given gold away, and not to me ? 
Not to thy father ? To whom, then ? 

Pre. To one 

Who needs it more. . 

Cruz, No one can need it more 

Pre, Thou art not poor. 

Cruz, "What, I, who lurk aboul 

In dismal suburbs and unwholesome lanes ; 
I, who am housed worse than the galley slave, 
I, who am fed worse than the kennelled hound, 
I, who am clothed in rags, — Beltran Cruzado, — 
Not poor I 

Pre. Thou hast a stout heart and strong hands 
Thou canst supply thy wants ; what woul&t thor 
more ? 



you, 

A.nd all good angels. 
Pre, 



[Exii 

May they guard thee too, 



[JSViter Beltran Cruzado.] 
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Cntz The gold of the Busn6 1 give me his 
g.ld! 

Pre. Beltran Cruzado ! hear me once for alL 
f speak the truth. So long as I had gold, 
I gave it to thee freely, at all times. 
Never denied thee ; never had a wish 
But to fulfil thine own. Now go in peace I 
Be merciful, be patient, and, ere long. 
Thou shalt have more. 

Cruz. And if I have it not. 

Thou shalt no longer dwell here in rich chambers, 
Wear silken dresses, feed on dainty food, 
And live in i<lleness ; but go with me, 
Dance the Romalis in the public streets. 
And wander wild again o*er field and fell ; 
For here we stay not long. 

Pre. Wliat ! march again ? 

Cntz. Ay, with all speed. I hate the 
crowded town ! 
I cannot breathe shut up within its gates I 
Air, — I want air, and sunshine, and blue sky, 
The feeling of the breeze upon my face, 
The feeling of the turf beneath my feet. 
And no walls but the far-off* mountain tops. 
Then I am free and strong, — once more myself, 
Beltran Cruzado, Count of the Cales I 

Pre. God speed thee on thy march I — I cannol 
go. 

Cruz. Remember who I am, and who thou art ' 
Be silent and obey ! Yet one thing more. 
Bartolom^ Roman 

Pre. [with emotion.'] O, I beseech thee I 
If my obedience and blameless life, 
If my humility and meek submission 
In all things hitherto, can move in thee 
One feeling of compassion; if thou art 
Indeed my father, and canst trace in me 
One look of her who bore me, or one tone 
That doth remind thee of her, let it plead 

VOL. I. 12 



Digitized by 



178 



THE 81ANISH STUDENT 



In my behalf, who am a feeble girl, 

Too feeble to resist, and do not force me 

To wed that man ! I am afraid of him ! 

I do not love him I On my knees I beg thee 

To use no violence, nor do in haste 

What cannot be undone I 

Cruz. O child, child, thild 

Thou hast betrayed thy secret, as a bird 
Betrays her nest, by striving to conceal it 
I will not leave tiiee here in the great city 
To be a grandee's mistress. Make thee ready 
To go with us ; and until then remember 
k watchful eye is on thee. [Eacin 
Pre. Woe is me I 

have a strange misgiving in my heart I 
But that one deed of charity I'll do. 
Befall what may ; they cannot take that from me* 

\ExU. 

Scene II. — A room in the Archbishop's palace. Thi 
Archbishop and a Cardinal seated. 

Arch. Knowing how near it touched the public 
morals. 

And that our age is grown corrupt and rotten 

By such excesses, we have sent to Rome, 

Beseeching that his Holiness would aid 

In curing the gross surfbit of the time, 

By seasonable stop put here in Spain 

To bull-fights and lewd dances on the stage. 

All this you know. 

Card. Know and approve. 

Arch. And fartlwi^ 

That, by a mandate from his Holiness, 
The first have been suppressed. 

Card, I trust forever, 

It was a cruel sport 

Arch, A barbarous pastime, 

Disgraceful to the land that calls itself 
Most CathoUc and Christian. 
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Card. Yet the people 

Murmur at this ; and, if the public dances 
Sho':»id be condemned upon too slight occasicm, 
Worse ills might follow than the ills we cure. 
As Panem et Circenses was the cry, 
Among the Roman populace of old, 
So Pan y Toros is the cry in Spain. 
Hense I would act advisedly herein ; 
And therefore have induced your grace to see 
Iliese national dances, ere we interdict them. 
[Enter a Servant] 

Ser, The dancing-girl, and with her the musicianf 
Your grace was pleased to order, wait without 

Arcn. Bid them come in. Now shall your eyei 
behold 

In what angelic yet voluptuous shape 
The Devil came to tempt Saint Anthony. 

[Enter Preciosa, toiih a mantle ihrown over her head. Bht 
advances sUmly, in a modesty half-timid attitude,] 

Card, laside.l O, what a fair and ministering 
angel 

Was lost to heaven when this sweet woman fell I 

Pre, [kneeling before the Archbishop']* I have 
obeyed the order of your grace. 
If I intrude upon your better hours, 
Iproffer this excuse, and here beseech 
Your holy benediction. 

Arch, May God bless thee. 

And lead thee to a better life. Arise. 

Card, [aside.] Her acts are modest, and her 
words discreet I 
I did not look for this I Come hither, child. 
Ls thy name Preciosa. 

Pre, Thus I am called. 

Card. That is a Gipsy name. Who \a thy 
father. 

Pre, Beltran Cruzado, Count of the Cal^s. 
Arch. 1 have a dim remembrance of that man 
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He was a bold and rt^ckless character, 
A sun-burnt Ishmael 1 

Card, Dost thou remember 

Thy earlier days ? 

Pre, Yes ; by the Darro's side 

My childhood passed. I can remember still 
The river, and the mountains capped with snow ; 
The villages, where, yet a little child, 
I told the traveller's fortune in the street ; 
The smuggler's horse, the brigand and the shepherd 
The marcn across the moor ; the halt at noon ; 
The red fire of the evening camp, that lighted 
The forest where we slept ; and, farther back, 
As in a dream or in some former life, 
Gardens and palace walls. 

Arch. 'T is the Alhambra, 

Under whose towers the Gipsy camp was pitched. 
But the time wears ; and we would see thee dance 

Pre, Your grace shall be obeyed. 

\8ht lays aside her mantilla. The mttsic of the cachwha if 
playedy and the dance be^ns. The Archbishop and 
the Cardinal look on with gravity and an occasional 
frown ; then make signs to each other ; and, as the dance 
continues, become more and more pleased ana excited; and 
at length rise from their seats, throw their caps in the air, 
and applaiid vehemently as the scene closes.] 

BOENB ni. — JTie Prado. A long avenue of trees leaeKng 
to the gate of Atocka, On the right the dome and spiru 
of a convent A fountain. Evening. Don Gablos omI 
Htfouto meeting. 

Carlos. Hoik 1 good evening, Don Hypollto. 
Hyp, And a good evening to my fnend, Don 
Carlos. 

Bome lucky star has led my steps this way. 
I was in search of you. 

Carlos, Command me alw^rs. 

Hyp, Do you remember, in Quevedo's Dreamfli 
The miser, who, upon the Day of Judgment, 
Asks if his money-bags would rise ? 
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Carlos. 



I do; 



But what of that? 
Hyp. I am that wretched man. 

Carlos. You mean to tell me yours have risen 
empty ? 

Hyp. And amen I said my Cid Campeador. 

Carlos. Pray, how much need you ? 

Hyp. Some hall' dozen ouneef, 

Wliich, with due interest 

Carlos [jyiving his purse]. What, am I a Jew« 
To put my moneys out at usury ? 
Here is my purse. 

Hyp. Thank you. A pretty porsei 

Made by the hand of some fair Madrilena ; 
Perhaps a keepsake. 

Carlos. No, *t is at your service. 

Hyp. Thank you again. Lie there, good 
Chrysostom, 
And with thy golden mouth remind me often, 
I am the debtor of my friend. 

Carlos. But tell me, 

Come you to-day from Alcaic ? 



Carlos. And pray, how fares the brave Victo* 



Hyp. Indifferent well ; that is to say, not welL 
A damsel has ensnared him with the glances 
Of her dark, roving eyes, as herdsmen catch 
A steer of Andalusia with a lazo. 
He is in love. 

Carlos. And is it faring ill 

To be in love ? 

Hyp. In his case very ill. 

Carlos. Why so ? 

Hyp. For many reasons. Firs 

and foremost, 
Because he is in love with an ideal ; 
A creature of his own imagination ; 
A child of air an echo of his heart , 



Hyp. 



This moment. 



rian ? 
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And, like a lily on a river floating. 

She floats upon the river of his thoughts I 

Carlos. A common thing with poets. But who if 
This floating lily ? For, in fine, some woman, 
Some living woman, — not a mere ideal, — 
Must wear the outward semblance of his thought 
Who is it? Tell me. 

Hyp. Well, it is a woman I 

But, look you, from the cofier of his heart 
He brings forth precious jewels to adorn her, 
As pious priests adorn some favorite saint 
With orenis and gold, until at length she gleams 
One blaze of glory. Without these, you know, 
And the priest's benediction, 't is a doll. 

Carlos. Well, well! who is this doll ? 

Hyp. Why, who do you think ? 

Carlos. His cousin Violante. 

Hyp, Guess again. 

To ease his laboring heart, in the last storm 
He threw her overboard, with all her ingots. 

Carlos. I cannot guess ; so tell me wno it is. 

Hyp. Not I. 

Carlos. Why not ? 

Hyp. [inysteriouslyJ\ Why? Because Man 
Franca 

Was married four leagues out of Salamanca I 

Carlos. Jesting aside, who is it ? 

Hyp. Preciosa. 

Carlos. Impossible 1 The Count of Lara tells mt 
She is not virtuous. 

Hyp. Did I say she was ? 

The Roman Emperor Claudius had a wife 
Whose name was Messalina, as I think ; 
Valeria Messalina was her name. 
But hist ! I see him yonder through the trees, 
Walking as in a dream. 

Carlos. He comes this way. 

Hyp. It has been truly said by some wise ] 
That money, grief, and love cannot be hidden. 
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[Enter Victoriah in fronL] 
VicL Where'er thy step has passed is holy 
ground: 

These groves are sacred ! I behold thee walking 
Under these shadowy trees, where we have walked 
A.t evening, and I feel thy presence now; 
Feel that uie place has taJcen a charm fix)m thee, 
A.nd is forever hallowed. 

Hyp, Mark him well I 

See how he strides away with lordly air, 
Like that odd guest of stone, that grim Commander 
Who comes to sup with Juan in the play. 

Carlos. What hoi Victorian I 

Hyp, Wilt thou sup with us? 

Vict, Hold I aminos ! Faith, I did not see you. 
How fares Don Carlos? 

Carlos, At your service ever. 

Vict, How is that young and green-eyed (xadi 
tana 

That you both wot of? 

Carlos, Ay, soft, emerald eyes I 

She has gone back to Cadiz. 
Hyp. Ay de mi I 

Vict. You are much to blame for letting her g« 
back. 

A pretty girl ; and in her tender eyes 

Just that soft shade of green we sometimes see 

In evening skies. 

Hyp, But, speaking of green eyes. 

Are thine green ? 

Vict. Not a whit Why so ? 

Hyp. I think 

The slightest shade of green would be becoming, 
For thou art jealous. 

Vict. No, I am not jealous. 

Hyp, Thou shouldst be. 

Vict. Why? 

Hyp. Because thou art in lovei 
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And they who are in love are always jealous. 
Therefore thou shouldst be. 

Vict, Marry, is that all ? 

Farewell ; I am in haste. Farewell, Don Carlos. 
Thou sayest I should be jealous ? 

Hyp, Ay, in troth 

I fear there is reason. Be upon thy guard. 
I hear it whispered that the Count of Lara 
Lays siege to the same citadel. 

VicL Indeed ! 

Then he will have his labor for his pains. 

Hyp. He does not think so, and Don Carloi 
tells me 
He boasts of his success. 

Vict. How 's this, Don Carlos ? 

Carlos, Some hints of it I heard from his own 
lips. 

He spoke but lightly of the lady's virtue. 
As a gay man might speak. 

Vict, Death and damnation 

1 *ll cut his lying tongue out of his mouth. 
And throw it to mv dog I But no, no, no I 
This cannot be. xou jest, indeed you jest 
Trifle with me no more. For otherwise 
We are no longer friends. And so, farewell I {^ExiL 

Hyp, Now what a coil is here I The Avengina 
Child 

Hunting the traitor Quadros to his death, 

And the great Moor Calaynos, when he rod© 

To Paris lor the ears of Oliver, 

Were nothing to him I O hot-headed youth I 

But come ; we will not follow. Let us join 

The crowd that pours into the Prado. There 

We shall find merrier company ; I see 

The Marialonzos and the Almavivas, 

And fifty fans, that beckon me already. lExeunt 

SCBMB IV. pRECiosA's chamber. She i$ siiting^ wiih a 
book in her hand^ near a iable^ on which arejwwtrt, A 
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bird nnging in tit cage. The Gouirr of Laka mkn 
behind unperceived. 

Pre. [reads.'] 



tleigho I I wish Victorian were here. 

I know not what it is makes me so restless ! 



J'hou little prisoner with thy motley coat, 
I'hat from thy vaulted, wiry dun^jeon singest, 
Like thee I am a captive, and, liEe thee, 
* have a gentle gaoler. Lack-a-day I 



All are sleeping, weary heart 1 
Thon, thou only sleepless art! 
All this throbbin*;, all this aching, 
Evermore shall keep thee waking, 
For a heart in sorrow breaking 
Thinketh ever of its smart 1 



Thou speakest truly, poet I and methinks 
More hearts are breaking in this world of ouw 
Than one would say. In distant villages 
And solitudes remote, where winds have waA€/d 
The barbed seeds of love, or birds of passage 
Scattered them in their flight, do they take rooii. 
And grow in silence, and m silence perish. 
Who nears the falling of the forest leaf? 
Or who takes note of every flower that dies ? 
Heigho 1 I wish Victorian would come. 
Dolores 1 

[ Turns to laydovm her book, and perceives the Count.] 



Lara. Be not alarmed; I found no one if 

waiting. 
If I have been too bold^— 



All are sleeping, weary heart I 
Thou, thou only sleepless art 1 



[ TJie bird sings.] 



LMra. Senora, 

J* re. How *8 this ? Dolores 

Lara. P 
Pre. 




Pardon me- 



Dolow 
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Pre, [turning her hack upon himJ\ You are too 
bold! 

Retire I retire, and leave me ! 

Lara, My dear lady, 

First hear me I I beseech you, let me speak I 
T is for your good I come. 
Pre, {turning toward him with indignation,'] 
Begone! Begonel 
You are the Count of Lara, but your deeds 
Would make the statues of your ancestors 
Blush on their tombs ! Is it Castilian honor, 



Upon a friendless girl, to do her wrong ? 

shame I shame ! shame ! that you, a nobleman, 
Should be so little noble in your thoughts 

As to send jewels here to win my love. 
And think to buy my honor with your gold 1 

1 have no words to tell you how I scorn you ! 
Begone ! The sight of you is hateful to me I 



Pre. Because you dare not. 

Lara. I dare any thing I 

Therefore beware ! You are deceived in me. 
In this false world, we do not always know 
Who are our friends and who our enemies. 
We aU have enemies, and all need friends. 
Even you, fair Preciosa, here at court 
Have foes, who seek to wrong you. 

Pre, If to this 

I owe the honor of the present visit. 
You might have spared the coming. Having 
spoken. 

Once more 1 beg you, leave me to myself. 

Lara. I thought it but a friendly part to tell you 
What strange reports are current here in town. 
For my own self, I do not credit them ; 
But there are many who, not knowing you 
Will lend a readier ear. 



Is it Castilian pride, to steal in here 




Be calm ; I will not harm you. 
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Pre, There was no need 

That you should take upon yourself the duty 
Of teUing me these tales. 

Lara. Malicious tongues 

Are ever busy with your name. 

Pre, Alas ! 

I liave no protectors. I am a poor girl, 
Exposed to insults and unfeeling jests. 
They wound me, yet I cannot smeld myself. 
1 give no cause for these reports. I live 
Uetired ; am visited by none. 

Lara, By none ? 

O, then, indeed, you are much wronged I 

Pre, How mean you I 

Lara, Nay, nay ; I will not wound your gentle 
soul 

By the report of idle tales. 

Pre, Speak out ^ 

What are these idle tales ? You need not spare 
me. 

Lara, I will deal frankly with you. Pardon me ; 
This window, as I think, looks toward the street, 
And this into the Prado, does it not ? 
In yon high house, beyond the garden wall, — 
You see the roof there just above the trees,— 
There lives a fnend, who told me yesterday, 
That on a certain night, — be not offended 
If I too plainly speak, — ^he saw a man 
Climb to your chamber window. You are silent I 

I would not blame you, being young and fair 

[He tries to embrace her, Stie starts 6ac^, and draws a 
dagger from her bosom,] 

Pre, Beware 1 beware 1 I am a Gipsy girl I 
Lay not j^our hand upon me. One step nearer 
And I will strike ! 

Lara, Pray you, put up that dagger 

Fear not. 

Pre, I do not fear. I have a heart 
In whose strength I can trust 
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Lara. 



Listen to me. 



I come here as your friend, — am your friend^— 
And by a sinjrle word can put a stop 
To all those idle tales, and make your name 
Spotless as lilies are. Here on my knees, 
lair Preciosa I on my knees I swear, 
I love you even to madness, and that love 
Has driven me to break the rules of custom, 
And force myself unasked into your presence. 
[Victorian enters behind.^ 
Pre, Rise, Count of Lara ! That is not the plaot 
For such as you are. It becomes you not 
To kneel before me. I am strangely moved 
To see one of your rank thus low and humbled ; 
For your sake I will put aside all anger. 
All unkind feeling, all dislike, and speak 
Xn gentleness, as most becomes a woman, 
And as my heart now prompts me. I no more 
Will hate you, for all hate is painful to me. 
But if, without offending modesty 
And that reserve which is a woman's gloiy, 
I may speak freely, I will teach my heart 
To love you. 
Lara, O sweet angel 1 

Pre, Ay, in truth, 

Far better than you love yourself or me. 
Lara, Give me some sign of this, — the slightest 
token. 

Let me but kiss your hand I 

Pre, Nay, come no nearer 

The words I utter are its sign and token. 
Misunderstand me not 1 Be not deceived 1 
The love wherewith I love you is not such 
As you would offer me. For you come here 
To take from me the only thing I have. 
My honor. You are wealthy, you have friends 
And kindred, and a thousand pleasant hopes 
That fill your heart with happmess ; but I 
Sm poor, and friendless, having but one treasnrep 
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And you would take that from me, and for what 7 

To flatter your own vanity, and make me 

What you would most despise. O Sir, such love, 

That seeks to harm me, cannot be true love 

Indeed it cannot. But my love for you 

Is of a different kind. It seeks your good. 

It is a holier feeling. It rebukes 

Your earthly passion, your unchaste desires, 

And bids you look into your heart, and see 

How you do wrong that better nature in you, 

And grieve your soul with sin. 

Lara. I swear to yon 

I would not harm you ; I would only love you. 
I would not take your honor, but restore it, 
And in return I ask but some slight mark 
Of your affection. If indeed you love me. 
As you confess you do, O let me thus 
With this embrace 

Vict. Imshing forward.'] Hold I hold I This im 
too much. 
What means this outrage ? 

Lara. First, what right have yon 

To question thus a nobleman of Spain ? 

Vict. I too am noble, and you are no more I 
Out of my sight I 

Lara. Are you the master iere ? 

Vict. Ay, here and elsewhere, when the wrong 
of others 
Gives me the right I 

Pre. Ito Lara.] Go I I beseech you, go I 

Vict, I shall have business with you. Count, 
anon ! 

Lara. You cannot come too soon I [ExiL 
Pre. Victorian I 

we have been betrayed I 

Vict. Hal ha I betrayed! 

T is I have been betrayed, not we 1 — not we 1 

Pre. Dost thou imagine 

VicL I miagine nothing ; 
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I see how *t is thou whilest the time away 
When I am gone I 

Pre. O speak not in that tone ! 

It wounds me deeply. 

VicU *T was not meant to flatter 

Pre. Too well thou knowest the presence of 
that man 
Is hateful to me 1 

VicU Yet I saw thee stand 

And listen to him, when he told his love. 
Pre. I did not heed his words. 
VicU Indeed thou didst, 

And answeredst them with love. 

Pre, Hadst thou heard all 

VicU I heard enough. 
Pre. Be not so angry with me. 
VicU I am not angry ; I am very calm. 
Pre. If thou wilt let me speak 



I know too much already. Thou art false I 

I do not like these Gipsy marriages 1 

Where is the ring I gave thee ? 
Pre. In my casket 

VicU There let it rest ! I would not have the€ 
wear it; 

I thought thee spotless, and thou art polluted I 

Pre. I call the heavens to witness 

VicU Nay, nay, nay 

Take not the name of Heaven upon thy lips ! 
They are forsworn I 
Pre. Victorian I dear Victorian I 

VicU I gave up all for thee ; myself, my fame^ 
My hopes of fortune, ay, my very soul I 
And thou hast been my ruin 1 Now, go on I 
Laugh at my folly with thy paramour, 
And, sitting on the Count of Lara's knee. 
Say what a poor, fond fool Victorian was I 
\Hi casts her from him and nuhes ouW] 
Pre. And this from thee 1 



VicU 
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SoBNB v. The Coum' of Lara*^*o(ww. Enter the 
Count. 

Lara. There 's nothing in this world so sweet 
ait love, 

And next to love the sweetest thing is hate I 

I 've learned to hate, and therefore am revenged. 

A silly girl to play the prude with me ! 

The nre that 1 have kindled 

[Enter Francisco.] 

Well, Francisco, 

Wnat tidings from Don Juan V 



Fran, Good, my lord ; 

He will be present. 
Lara, And the Duke of I^ermos ? 

Fran, Was not at home. 
Lara, How with the rest ? 

Fran, I 've found 



The men you wanted. They will all be there, 
And at the given signal raise a whirlwind 
Of such discordant noises, that the dance 
Must cease for lack of music. 

Lara. Bravely done. 

Ah I little dost thou dream, sweet Preciosa, 
What lies in wait for thee. Sleep shall not close 
Thine eyes this night I Give me my cloak and 
sword. ^Exeunt. 

SciENB VI. A retired spot beyond the city gcUei. Enter 
Victorian aiM^HYPOLiTo. 

Vict. O shame I O shame I Why do I walk 
abroad 

By daylight, when the veiy sunshine mocks me 
And voices, and familiar sights and sounds 
Cry, " Hide thyself" 1 O what a thin partition 
Doth shut out from the curious world the knowl- 
edge 

Of evil deeds th it have been done in darkness I 
Disgrace has many tongues. My fears are win 
dows. 
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Through which all eyes seem gazing. Every fao< 
Expresses some ^spicion of my shame, 
And in derision seems to smile at me I 
Hyp, Did I not caution thee ? Did T not tefl 
thee 

I was but half persuaded of her virtue ? 

Vict And yet, Hypolito, we may be wrong, 
We may be over-hasty in condemning ! 
The Count of Lara is a cursed villain. 

Hyp, And therefore is she cursed, loving him. 

VkU She does not love him 1 *T is for gold 1 
for gold I 

Hyp, Ay, but remember, in the public streets 
He shows a golden ring the Gipsy gave him, 
A serpent with a ruby m its mouth. 

Vkt She had that ring from me I God I she ii 
false ! 

But I will be revenged I The hour is passed. 
Where stays the coward ? 

Hyp, Nay, he is no coward ; 

A villain, if thou wilt, but not a coward. 
[ 've seen him play with swords ; it is his pastime. 
And therefore oe not over-confident. 
He '11 task thy skill anon. Look, here he comes. 
[Enter LAiUL^foUowed by Francisco.] 

Lara, Good evening, gentlemen. 

Hyp. Good evening, Count, 

Lara, I trust I have not kept you long in wait- 
ing. 

VicL Not long, and yet too long. Are you 

prepared ? 
Lara, 1 am. 

Hyp, It grieves me much to see this quarrel 
Between you, gentlemen. Is there no way 
Left open to accord this difference, 
But you must make one with your swords ? 

Vict, Nol none 

I do entreat thee, deai Hypolito, 
Btand not between me and my foe. Too long 
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Our tongues have spoken. Let these tongues of 
steel 

End our debate. Upon your guard, Sir Count I 

[ They Jight Victorian cUsanm the Count.] 
Tour life is mine ; and what shall now withhold il4 
From sending your vile soul to its account ? 
LarcL Strike I strike I 

VicL You are disarmed. I will not kill you. 
I will not murder you. Take up your sword. 
[Fkancisoo handt (he Count his tword, and Hyfoi«ito 
interpoies,] 

Hyp, Enough I Let it end here ! The Count 
of Lara 

Has shown himself a brave man, and Victorian 
A generous one, as ever. Now be friends. 
Put up your swords ; for, to speak frankly to you, 
Your cause of quarrel is too sbght a thing 
To move you to extremes. 

Lara, I am content 

I sought no quarrel. A few hasty words. 
Spoken in the heat of blood, have led to this. 

Vict. Nay, something more than that. 

Lara, I understand yoo. 

Therein I did not mean to cross your path. 
To me the door stood open, as to others. 
But, had I known the girl belonged to you. 
Never would I have sought to wm her from you. 
The truth stands now revealed ; she has been false 
To both of us. 

Vict. Ay, false as hell itself! 

Lara. In truth I did not seek her; she soughl 
me ; 

And told me how to win her, telling me 
The hours when she was oftenest left alone. 

Vict, Say, can you prove thia to me ? 0, pluck 
out 

These awful doubts, that goad me into madneatl 
Let me know all I all ! all 

Lara. You shall know alL 

VOL. I. 18 
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Here is my page, who was the messenger 
Between us. Question him. Was it not so, 
Francisco ? 

Fran, Ay, my lord. 

Lara, If farther proof 

Is needful, I have here a ring she gave me. 

VicU Pray let me see that ring ! It is the sam 
[ Throws it upon (he ground^ and tramples t^Km it."] 
Thus may she perish who once wore that ring I 
Thus do I spurn her from me ; do thus trample 
Her memory in the dust 1 O Count of Lara, 
We both have been abused, been much abused 1 
I thank you for your courtesy and frankness. 
Though, like the surgeon's hand, yours gave me 
pain, 

Yet it has cured my blindness, and I thank you. 



Though 't is, alas 1 too late. So fare you well 1 
To-night I leave this hateful town forever. 
Regard me as your friend. Once more, farewell 1 
Byp, Farewell, Sir Count 



Thus have I cleared the field of my worst foe ' 
I have none else to fear ; the fight is done. 
The citadel is stormed, the victory won ! 



SoRKB Vn. A lane m the suburbs. Night Enter Cbu. 



(Truz, And so, Bartolom^, the expedition failed. 
But where wast thou for the most part ? 

Bart, In the Guadarrama mountains, near San 
Ddefonso. 

Cruz. And thou bringest nothing back with 
ihee ? Didst thou rob no one ? 

Bart, There was no one to rob, save a party of 
students irom Segovia, who looked as if they would 




Lara, 



[Exeunt Victokian and Htpouto 
Farewell I farewell 



[Exit with Frascisoo 



ZADO and BABTOLOMi. 
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rob us ; and a jolly littie friar, who had nothing in 
his pockets but a missal and a loaf of bread. 

Cruz, Pray, then, what brings thee back to 
Madrid? 

Bart, First tell me what keeps thee here ? 
Cruz. Preciosa. 

Bart, And she brings me back. Hast thou 
forgotten thy promise ? 

Cruz. The two years are not passed yet Wai 
patiently. The girl shall be thine. 

Bart, I hear she has a Busn^ lover. 

Cruz, That is nothing. 

Bart, I do not like it. I hate him, — the son of 
a Busn^ harlot He goes in and out, and ^>eaks 
with her alone, and I must stand aside, and wait 
his pleasure. 

Cruz. Be patient, I say. Thou shalt have thy 



lay him. 

Bart. Meanwhile, show me her house. 
Cruz. Come this way. But thou wilt not find 
her. She dances at the play to-ni^ht. 
Bart. No matter. Show me the house. lExeunU 

Scene Vni. The Theatre. The orchestra playe the ca- 
chucha. Sound of castanets behind the scenes. The 
cmiain rises, and discovers Preciosa in the attiiude 
of commencing the dance. The caxihucha. Tumidl; 
hisses ; cries of " Brava J *' and " Afuera I " She f alters 
ond pauses. The music stops. Gefteral confusiot. Pee 
dOSA faints. 

BflBEE IX. The Couirr of Laea*s chambers. Laba €mi 
his friends at svspper, 

Lara. So, Caballeros, once more many thanks 
Ton have stood by me bravely in this matter. 
Pray fill your glasses. 

Juan, Did you mark, Don Luis, 

How pale she looked, when first the noise began. 
And tnen stood still, with her large eyes dilated \ 



revenge. 
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Her nostrils spread I her lips apart I her l-osom 
Tumultuous as the sea 1 

Luis. I pitied her. 

Lara, Her pride is humbled; and thu verf 
night 
I mean to viat her. 

Juan. Will 70U serenade her ? 

Lara. No music I no more music I 

Luis. Why not mumc ? 

It softens many hearts. 

Lara. Not in the humor 

She now is in. Music would madden her. 

Juan. Try golden cymbals. 

Luis. Yes, try Don Dinero, 

A nughty wooer is your Don Dinero. 

Lara. To tell the truth, then, I have bribed her 
maid. 

But, Caballeros, you dislike this wine. 
A bumper and away ; for the night wears. 
A health to Preciosa I 

[ They rise and drink.] 
AU. Preciosa. 
Lara {holding up his glass"]. Thou bright and 
flaming minister of Love I 
Thou wondemd magician I who hast stolen 
My secret from me, and mid sighs of passion 
Caught from my lips, with red and fiery tongue, 
Her precious name ! O never more henceforth 
Shall mortal lips press thine ; and never more 
A mortal name be whispered in thine ear. 
Go I keep my secret 1 

[Ikinka and doAei the goblet down."] 
Juan. lie I missa est J 

IScene cfoiet.] 

ScxHB X. Street and garden toaO. HighL Ekter Obv 
ZADO and Babtolom^ 

Cruz. This is the ^i^en wall, and above it| 
Yonder, is her house. The window in which thoa 
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Beest the light is her window. But we will not go 
in now. 

Bart. Why not ? 

Cruz, Because she is not at home. 

Bart. No matter; we can wait But how ia 
this ? The gate is bolted. [^Souiid of guitars and 
voices in a neighbouring street."] Hark I There 
oomes her lover with his infernal serenade 1 Harkf 



Good night 1 Good night, beloved ! 

I come to watch o*er thee ! 
To be near thee, — to be near thee, 

Alone is peace for me. 

Thine eyes are stars of morning. 
Thy lips are crimson flowers 1 

Good night 1 Good night, beloved, 
While I count the weary hours. 

Ou2. They are not coming this way. 
BarU Wait, they begin again. 



BONO [coming nearer}. 

Ah ! thou moon that shinest 
Argent-clear above! 

All night long enlighten 
My sweet lady-love I 
Moon that shinest, 

All night long enlighten I 



Bart. Woe be to him, if he comes this way I 
Cruz. Be quiet, they are passing down the 
street 

BONG [dying avoay\. 

The nuns in the cloister 

Sang to each other; 
For so many sisters 

Is there not one brother! 
Ay, for the partridge, mother! 

The cat has run away with the partridge! 
Pu£b1 puss! puss! 



BONG. 
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Bart. Folic w that I follow that I Come with 
me. Puss! pussl 

lExeunL On ike oppodU ode enter (he Court of Laba 
and fferUkmen, wUh Fbancisgo.] 

Lara, The gate is fast Over the wall, Fran* 

CISCO, 

And draw the bolt There, so, and so, and over. 
Now, gentlemen, come in, and help me scale 
Yon Mcony. How now ? Her hght still bums. 
Move warily. Make fast the gate, Prancisca 
[ExetmL Reenter Gruzado and Bartolom^.] 
Bart, They went in at the gate. Hark 1 1 hear 
them in the garden. [Tries the gate.l Bolted 
again I Vive Cristo I Follow me over tne walL 
IJhey cUmb the waH] 

SoENB XI. PiiECiosA*8 bed-chamber. Midnight She i$ 
ileqnng in an arm chair, in an undress, Dolobm 
waiddng her, 

DoL She sleeps at last I 

[Opens the window and Ustens,"^ 

All silent m the street, 

And in the garden. Hark I 

Pre, [in her sleep."] I must go hence 1 

Give me my cloak 1 

Dol, He comes I I hear his footsteps 1 

Pre. Go tell them that I cannot dance to-nignt; 
I am too ill 1 Look at me I See the fever 
That bums upon my cheek I I must go hence 
I am too weak to dance. 

[Signal from (he garden,"] 

DoL [Jrom the toindoto]. Who 's there ? 

Voice [from below.'] A Mend 

Dol, I will undo the door. Wait till I come. 

Pre. I must go hence. I pray you do not ham 
me I 

Shame I shame 1 to treat a feeble woman thus I 
Be yon but kind, I will do all things for you. 
I "m ready now, — give me my castanets. 
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Where is Victorian ? Oh, those hateftil lan^ I 
They glare upon me like an evil eye. 
I cannot stay. Hark I how they mock at me I 
They hiss at me like serpents I Save me I save me 

[She wahet.] 
How late is it, Dolores ? 
DoL It is midnight 

Pre. We must be patient. Smooth this pillow 
for me. 

[She ileeps again. Noise /rom (he garden, and voicesjy 
Votce. Mueral 

Another Voice, O villains I villains ! 

Lara, So 1 have at yoo I 

Voice. Take that 1 

Lara, O, I am wounded I 

Dd, [shutting the toindow,'] Jesu Maria I 



ACT m. 



BCBNiE I. A cro8&-road through a wood. In the badsgrmmd 
a dittant viUaae qnre. Victorian and HrPOLiTOy a§ 
travelling ttiulentt^ toiih gvitars, sitting under the trtM. 
Htfouto plays and sings. 

BONG. 

Ah, Love I 
Perjured, false, treacherous Love! 

Enemy 

Of all that mankind may not me t 

Most untrue 
To him who keeps most faith with thee. 

Woe is me I 
The falcon has the eyes of the dove. 

Ah, Love I 
Perjured, false, treacherous Lovet 

VicL Yes, Love is ever busy with his shntdei 
ffi ever weaving into life's dull warp 
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Bright, gorgeous flowers and scenes Arcadian ; 
Hanging our gloomy prison-house about 
With tapestries, that make its walls dilate 
In never-ending vistas of deUght. 
Hyp. Thinkmg to walk in those Arcadian pM> 
tures, 

Thou hast run thy noble head against the wiilL 

80N0 [corUinued]. 

Thv deceits 
Give us clearly to comprehend, 

Whither tend 
All thy pleasures, all thy sweets! 

They are cheats, 
Thorns below and flowers above. 

Ah, Love! 
Peijured, false, treacherous Love I 

Vtct, A very pretty song. I thank thee for it 
Hyp, It suits thy case. 

Vict Indeed, I think it doe& 

What wise man wrote it ? 

Hyp. Lopez Maldonado. 

Vict. In truth, a pretty song. 

Hyp. With much truth in it 

I hope thou wilt profit by it ; and in earnest 
Try to fo^et this lady of thy love. 

Vict. I will forget her 1 All dear recollections 
Pressed in my heart, like flowers within a book, 
Shall be torn out, and scattered to the winds I 
I will forget herl But perhaps hereafter. 
When she shall learn how heartless is the worldy 
A voice within her will repeat my name. 
And she will say, " He was indeed mv fiiend 1" 
O, would I were a soldier, not a scholar. 
That the loud march, the deafening beat of drunu, 
The shattering blast of the brass-t&oated trumpet, 
The din of arms, the onslaught and the storm, 
And a swift death, might make me deaf forever 
To the upbraidings of this foolish heart ! 
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Ilyp, Then let that foolish heart upbraid no 
more 1 

To conquer love, one need but will to conquer. 

Vict, Yet, pood Hypolito, it is in vain 
I throw into Oblivion's sea the sword 
That pierces me ; for, like Excalibar, 
With gemmed and flashing hilt, it will not sink* 
There rises from below a hand that grasps it. 
And waves it in the air ; and wailing voices 
Are heard along the shore. 

Hyp. And yet at last 

Down sank Excalibar to rise no more. 
This is not well. In truth, it vexes me. 
Instead of whistling to the steeds of Time, 
To make them jog on merrily with life's burden. 
Like a dead weight thou hangest on the wheels 
Thou art too young, too full of lusty health 
To talk of dymg. 

Vict. Yet I fain would die I 

To CO through life, unloving and unloved ; 
To feel that thirst and hunger of the soul 
We cannot still ; that longing, that wild impube. 
And struggle after something we have not 
And cannot have ; the effort to be strong ; 
And, like the Spartan boy', to smile, and smile, 
While secret wounds do bleed beneath our cloakti 
All this the dead feel not, — the dead alone I 
Would I were with them 1 

Hyp. We shall all be soon. 

Vict. It cannot be too soon ; for I am weary 
Of the bewildering masquerade of Life, 
Where stiangers walk as friends, and friends ai 
^strangers ; 

Where whispers overheard betray false hearts ; 
And through the mazes of the crowd we chase 
Some form of loveliness, that smiles, and beckons, 
And cheats us with fair words, only to leave us 
A mockerjr and a jest ; maddened,— confused,— 
Not knowmg friend from foe. 
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Hyp. Why seek to know * 

EdJoj the merry shrove-tide of thy youth 1 
Take each £ur mask for what it gives itself, 
Nor stnve to look beneath it 

Vict, I confess, 

That were the wiser part But Hope no longer 
Comforts my soul. 1 am a wretched man, 
Much like a poor and shipwrecked mariner. 
Who, struggUng to climb up into the boat, 
Has both his bruised and bleeding hands cut offf 
And sinks again into the weltering sea, 
Helpless and hopeless ! 

Iiyp. Yet thou shalt not perish. 

The strength of thine own arm is thy salvation. 
Above thy head, through rifted clouds, there shinei 
A glorious star. Be patient Trust thy star I 
[Sound of a village bell in the distance ] 

Vict Ave Maria I I hear the sacristan 
Ringing the chimes from yonder village belfiy I 
A solemn sound, that echoes far and wide 
Over the red roofs of the cottages, 
And bids the laboring hind a-field, the shepherd, 
Guarding his flock, the lonely muleteer, 
And all the crowd in village streets, stand still, 
And breathe a prayer unto the blessed Virgin I 

Hyp. Amen I amen I Not half a league^ (rooi 
hence 
The village lies. 

Vict This path will lead us to it, 

Over the wheat fields, where the shadows siul 
Across the running sea, now green, now blue, 
And, like an idle mariner on the main. 
Whistles the quail Gome, let us hasten on. 

BcBNE IL PvbUc i^uare in &e village of Guadarrama, 
The Ave Maria ittU tolling, A crotod of villagertj vfUh 
their hats in their hands^ as if in prayer. Jn front, a 
grotqt of Gipsies. The btU rings a merrier peaL A 
Qip^y dance, Ei»ter Pakcho, foUowed hy Pbdb^ 
Cbbsfo. 
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Pan. "Make room, ye vagabonds and Gipff 

thieves I 

Make room for the Alcalde and for me ! 

Cres, Keep silence all I I have an edict here 
From our most gracious lord, the King of Spain, 
Jerusalem, and the Canary Islands, 
Which I shall publish in the market-place. 
Open your ears and listen ! 

[Enter the Padbk Cuba ai Ae door ofhis ootta^] 



Good day I and, pray you, hear this edict read. 
Padre. Good day, and God be with you ; Prays 
what is it ? 

Ores. An act of banishment against the Gipoei I 

[Affitation and nmrmurt m the crowd.] 
Pan. Silence ! 

Crs8. [reads.'] " I hereby order and command, 
That the Egyptian and Chsudean strangers, 
Known by the name of Gipsies, shall henceforth 
Be banished from the reahn, as vagabonds 
And beggars ; and if, after seventy days, 
Any be lound within our kingdom's bounds, 
They shall receive a hundred lashes each ; 
The second time, ^all have th^ ears cut off ; 
The third, be slaves for life to him who takes them, 
Or burnt as heretics. Signed, I, the Kin^." 
Vile miscreants and creatures unbaptized i 
You hear the law ! Obey and disa^^arl 

Pan. And if in seventy days you are not gone, 
Dead or alive I make you all my slaves. 

[ T%e Gipsies go out in coi^uston, shomna signs of fear and 
discontent. Pakcho folmos.] 

Padre. A righteous law! A very righteous law! 
Pray you, sit down. 



[Jliey seat themselves on a bench at the Padrb Cuba's 
ekwr. Sound of guOart heard at a distance, approackimg 
dsuing the dialogue which/oUows.] 



Padre Cura, 
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A very righteous judgment, as you say. 

Now tell me, Padre Uura, — ^you know all things,— 

How came these Gipsies into Spain ? 

Padre, Why, look you; 

They came with Hercules fix)m Palestine, 
And hence are thieves and vagranta, Sir Alcalde^ 
As the Simoniacs from Simon Magus. 
And, look you, as Fray Jayme Bleda s^, 
There are a hundred marbi to prove a Moor 
Is not a Christian, so 't is with tne Gipsies. 
They never marry, never go to mass. 
Never baptize their children, nor keep Lent, 
Nor see the inside of a church, — nor — nor — 

Ores, Good reasons, good, substantial reasons all I 
No matter for the other ninety-five. 
They should be burnt, I see it plun enough, 
They should be burnt 

[Efder Victomau and Htpolito playing.'] 

Padre, And pray, whom have we here ? 

Cres, More vagrants I By Saint Lazarus, more 
vagranta! 

Hyp, Good evening, gentlemen I Is this Guad- 
arrama ? 

Padre, Yes, Guadarrama, and good evening 
to you. 

Hyp, We seek the Padre Cura of the village ; 
And, judging from your dress and reverend mien, 
Ton must be he. 

Padre, I am. Pray, what 's your pleasure? 

Hyp, ^ We are poor students, travelling in vacar 
tion. 

You know this mark ? 

[ Touching the wooden tpoon in hit hat-iand.] 
Padre \JoyjuUy']. Ay, know it, and have worn 
it 

Cres, {aside,'] Soup-eaters I by the mass \ The 
worst of vagrants I 
And there 's no law against them. Sir, your ser- 
vant {Exit 

Padre, Your servant Pedro Crespo. 
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Hyp. 



Padre Cora, 



From the first moment I beheld your face, 
I said within myself, " This is the man I ** 
There is a certain something in your looks, 
A certain scholar-like and studious something,-^ 
You understand, — which cannot be mistaken ; 
Which marks you as a very learned man, 
In fine, as one of us. 

VicU [aside,'] What impudence I 

Hyp, As we approached, I said to my OQiii< 
panion, 

** That is the Padre Cura ; mark my words I " 
Meaning your Grace. " The other man,** said I, 
" Who sits so awkwardly upon the bench, 
Must be the sacristan.** 

Padre. Ah I s^d you so ? 

Why, that was Pedro Crespo, the alcalde I 

Hyp. Indeed I you much astonish me I His air 
Was not so full of dignity and grace 
As an alcalde's should be. 

Padre. That is true. 

He is out of humor with some yagrant Gipsies, 
Who have their camp here in the neighbourhood. 
There is nothing so undignified as anger. 

Hyp. The Padre Cura will excuse our boldneMi 
If, from his well-known hospitality. 
We crave a lodging for the night 

Padre. I pray you I 

You do me honor I I am but too happy 
To have such guests beneath my humble roof 
It is not oflen that I have occasion 
To speak with scholars ; and EtnoUit mores, 
Nec sinit esse feros, Cicero says. 

Hyp. *T is Ovid, is it not? 

Padre. No, Cicero. 

Hyp, Your Grace is right You are the bettaf 
scholar. 

Now what a dunce was I to think it Ovid I 
But hang if it is not I iAside.) 
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Padre, Pass this way. 

He was a very great man, was Cicero 1 
Pray you, go in, go in I no ceremony. [^Exmrnt, 



BoENB m. A room in ihe Padbb Cura'b kotue, Ikkr 
the Padre and Hyfolito, 

Padre, So then, SeiSor, you come from AlcallL 
I am glad to hear it. It was there I studied. 
Hi^. And left behind an honored name, no 
doubt 

Flow may I call your Grace? 

Padre, Gerdnimo 
De Santillana, at your Honoris service. 

Hyp. Descended from the Marquis Santillana ^ 
From the distinguished poet ? 

Padre. From the Marquis, 

Not from the poet 

Hyp, ^^^^^^ were the same. 

Let me embrace you ! O some lucky star 
Has brought me hither I Yet once more 1— once 
morel 

Your name is ever green in Alcali, 
And our professor, when we are unruly. 
Will shake his hoary head, and say, Alas I 
It was not so in Santillana's time I " 
Padre. 1 did not think my name remembered 
there. 

Hyp, More than remembered ; it is idolized. 
Padre. Of what professor speak you ? 
Hyp. Timonedft. 
Padre, I don't remember any T^moneda. 
Hyp. A grave and sombre man, whose beetling 
brow 

Overhangs the rushing current of his speech 
As rocks o'er rivers hang. Have you forgotten ? 
Padre, Indeed, I have. O, those were pleasant 
davs, 

Tliose college days I I ne'er diall see the like I 
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I had not buried then so many hopes I 

I had not buried then so many friends 1 

IVe turned my back on what was then before me ; 

And the bright faces of my young companions 

Are wrinkled like my own, or are no more. 

Do you remember Cueva ? 

iiyp, Cueva? Cueya? 

Padre. Fool that I am ! He was before your 
time. 

tfon re a mere boy, and I am an old man. 
Hyp. I should not like to try my strength with 
you. 

Padre, Well, well But I forget ; you most be 
hungry. 

Martina I ho I Martina! T is my niece. 

l^EiUer Mabtina.] 
Hyp, Ton may be proud of such a niece as that 
I wish I had a niece. EmoUit mores, [Aside, 
He was a very great man, was Cicero ! 
Your servant, fair Martina. 
Mart. Servant, sir. 

Padre, This gentleman is hungry. See thou 
to it 

Let us have supper. 

Mart. *T will be ready soon. 

Padre. And bring a bottle of my Val-de-Peftaa 
Out of the cellar. Stay; I'll go myself. 
Pray you, SeSor, excuse me. {ExU. 

Hyp. Hist I Martina! 

One word with you. Bless me I what handsome 
eyes! 

To-day uiere have been Gipsies in the village. 
Is it not so ? 

Mart, There have been Gipsies here. 

Hyp, Yes, and they told your fortune. 

Mart, {embarrassed^ Told my fortune ? 

Hyp, Yes, yes; I know they did. Give me 
your hand. 

I'll tell you what they said. They said, — they said. 
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The shepherd boy that loved you was a clown, 
And him you should not marry. Was it not ? 

MarL ^surprised.'] How know you that ? 

Hyp, O, I know more than that 

What a soft, little hand I And then they said, 
A cavalier from court, handsome, and tall, 
And rich, should come one day to marry you, 
And you should be a lady. Was it not ? 
He has arrived, the handsome cavalier. 

[ Tries to Jdsa her. She runs off. Enter Victoriaii, ioM 
a kUer,] 

Vict, The mulateer has come. 

Hyp, So soon ? 

Vict, I found him 

Sitting at supper by the tavern door. 
And, trom a pitcher that he held aloft 
His whole arm's length, drinking the blood-red 
wine. 

Hyp. What news from Court ? 



O cursed perfidy 1 Why did I let 
That lying tongue deceive me I Preciosa, 
Sweet Preciosa I how art thou avenged I 
Hyp, What news is this, that makes thy cheek 
turn pale. 
And thy hand tremble ? 

Vict. O, most infamous I 

The Count of Lara is a damned villain I 
Hyp, That is no news, forsooth. 



To 9teal from me the jewel of my soul, 
The love of Preciosa. Not succeeding, 
He swore to be revenged : and set on foot 
A plot to ruin her, which nas succeeded. 
She has been hissed and hooted from the stage, 
Her reputation stjuned bv slanderous lies 
Too foul to speak of; and, once more a beggar, 
She roams a wanderer over Grod's green earth, 
Housing with Gipsies I 



Vict, 




Vict, 



He strove in vain 
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Hyp, To renew agun 

The Age of Gold, imd make the shepherd swaiiif 
De^rate with love, like Gaspar Gil's iHana. 
Remt et Virgo ! 

VicL Dear Hypolito, 

How have I wronged that meek, confiding hentl 
I will go seek for her ; and with my tears 
Wash out the wrong Pye done her I 

Hyp, O bewarel 

Act not that folly o'er again. 

VicL Ay, follj, 

Delusion, madness, call it what thou wilt, 
1 will confess my weakness, — I still love her I 
Still fondly love her I 

[Enter (he Padre Cura.] 

Hyp. ^ Tell us, Padre Cura, 

Who are these Gipsies in the neighbourhood? 

Padre, Beltran Cruzado and his crew. 

Vict, Kind Heaven, 

I thank thee I She is found I is found again \ 

Hyp, And have they with them a pale, beauti- 
ful girl, 
Called Preciosa ? 

Padre, Ay, a pretty ^1. 

The gentleman seems moved. 

Hyp, Yes, moved with hunger, 

He is half famished "mth this long day's journey. 

Padre, Then, pray you, come this W2gr. The 
supper waits. \ExeunL 

#OBznE IV. A pott^house on (he road to Segoviciy m4 far 
from (he village of Guadarrama, Enter CmsPA, eradk- 
mg a Khy> am singing (he Cachucha, 

Ckis, Halloo I Don Fulano I Let us have horses, 
and quickly. Alas, poor Chispal what a dog's 
Mfe dost thou lead.l 1 thought, when I left my 
J^d master Victorian, the student, to serve my 
new master Don Carlos, the gentleman, that I, too, 
ihould lead the life of a gentleman ; should go to 

VOL. I. 14 
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bed early, and get up late. For when the abbot 
plays cards, what can you expect of the friars ? 
Butyin running away from the thunder, I have run 
into the lightning. Here I am in hot chase after 
my master and ms Gipsy mrl. And a good be- 
ginning of the week it is, as he said who was hangod 
on Monday morning. 

[Enter Don Carlos.] 
Carlos, Are not the horses ready yet V 
Chis. I should think not, for the hostler seems to 
be asleep. Hoi within dierel Horses! horses 1 
horses I ^He knocks at the gate tvith his tchip^ and 
enter Mosquito, putting on his Jacket.] 

Mas, Pray, have a little patience. I 'm not a 
musket 

Chis, Health and pistareens 1 I 'm glad to see 
you come on dancing, padre I Pray, what *s the 
news? 

Mos. You cannot have fresh horses; because 
there are none. 

Chis, Cachiporra I Throw that bone to another 
dog. 

Do I look like your aunt ? 
Mbs, No ; she has a beard. 
Chvt, Gotol Grotol 
Mos, Are you from Madrid ? 
Chis, Yes ; and going to £stramadura. Get ns 
horses. 

Mos. What's the news at Court? 

Chis, Why, the latest news is, that I am going 
to set up a coach, and I have already bought the 
whip. 

[Striheikim round the legs.] 

Mos, Oh 1 oh I you hurt me I 

Carlos, Enough of this folly. Let us have 
horses. ^Oives money to Mosquito.] It is almost 
dark ; and we are ik haste. But tell me, has a 
band of Gipsies passed this way of late ? 
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Mos, Yes ; and they are still in *he neighbour- 
hood. 

Carlos. And where ? 

Mos, Across the fields yonder, in the woods 
»r Guadarrama. \ExiL 
Carlos, Now this is lucky. We will visit the 

Gipsy camp. 
Chis, Are you not afraid of the evil eye? 

Have you a stag's horn with you ? 
Carlos. Fear not. We will pass the night at 



Chis. And sleep like the Squires of Heman 

Daza, nine under one blanket 
Carlos. I hope we may find the Preciosa among 
them. 

Chis. Among the Squires V 
Carlos. No ; among the Gipsies, blockhead 1 
Chis. I hope we may ; for we are giving our- 
selves trouble enough on her account Don't you 
think so? However, there is no catching trout 
without wetting one's trowsers. Yonder come the 
horses. lExeunt. 

Scene V. The Gipsy camp in the forest. Night. Gipdes 
worUng cU a forge. Others playing cards by the Jire- 



GiPaoBS [at (he Jorge sing]. 

On the top of a mountain I stand. 
With a crt)Tm of red gold in ray nand, 
Yfild f.i(y,r9 come trooping over the lea, 

hnw iro:n their fury shall I flee, flee, flee 
U how 'Vom theur fury shall I flee V 

[playing^. Down with your < 
D'/ff Joo, my pigeon. 

1 M'li your John-Dorados, and lei ua 

.r end. 

oiTi^iKd ftU ike forge sing.] 
uond f an^ tha Spanisti cavalier, 

A"ad ihcs his ditty ran; 
<iod send the Gjpsy lassie here. 

And not the Gipsy mao. 



the villi 




Kght. 
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l9i Gipsy [playing^ There you are in your 
morocco. 

%d Gipsy, One more game. The Alcalde's 

doves against the Padre Cura's new moon. 
\Mt Gipsy, Have at you, Chirelin. 

GIPSIES [at the forge nng]. 

At midnight, when the moon began 

To show her silver flame, 
There came to him no Gipsy man. 

The Gipsy lassie came. 

[.^iter Beltrmi Cbuzado.] 
Cruz, Come hither, Murcigalleros and Ra»> 
tilleros; leave work, leave play; listen to your 



will get you to the village, mark you, by the stone 
cross. 

Gipsies, Ay 1 

Cruz, [to the /e/i.] And you, by the pole 

with the hermits head upon it 
Gipsies, Ay I 

Cruz, As soon as you see the planets are 
out, in with you, and be bu^ with the ten com- 
mandments, under the sly, and Saint Martin asleep. 
D' ye hear? 

Uipsies, Ay I 

Cruz, Keep your lanterns open, and, if yoa 
see a goblin or a papagayo, take to your trampers. 

"^^eyards and Dancmg John " is the word. Am 
I comprehended ? 

Gipsies, Ay I ay I 

Cruz, Away, then I 

^EMmt severally, Cruzado walks ^ the stage and db- 
qppears among Iks trees, BnUr Prsciosa.] 

Pre, How strangely gleams through the ^gan- 
tic trees 

The red light of the foigel \Vild, beckoning 
shadows 



orders for the night 
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Stalk throosb the forest^ ever and anon 
Ksing and bending with the flickering flame, 
Then flittipg into darkness I So within me 
Strang hopes and fears do beckon to each ot]Mr> 
My brightest hopes giving dark fears a being 
As the light does the shadow. Woe is me 1 
How still it is about me, and how lonely 1 
rBABTOLOiii nuhet m.] 
Bart Hoi Preciosal 



Pre. O, Bartolom^ 1 

Thou here? 

Bart. Lo I I am here. 
Pre. Whence comest thou ? 



Bart. From the rough ridges of the wild 
Sierra, 

From caverns in the rocks, from hun^r, thirst, 
And fever 1 Like a wild wolf to the sheepfold, 
Come I for thee, my lamb. 

Pre. O touch me not I 

The Count of Lara's blood ia on thy hands 1 
The Count of Lara's curse is on thy soul I 
Do not come near me I Pray, begone from 
here I 

Thou art in danger I They have set a price 
Upon thy head 1 

Bart. Ay, and I *ve wandered long 

Among the mountains ; and for many days 
Have seen no human face, save the rough swine- 
herd's. 

The wind and rain have been my sole companions. 
I shouted to them from the rocks thy name, 
And the loud echo sent it back to me, 
lill I grew mad. I could not stay from thee, 
And I am here 1 Betray me, if thou wilt 

Pre, Betray thee? I betray thee? 

Bart, Preciosa' 
I come for thee I for thee I thus brave death 1 
Fly with me o'er the borders of this realm I 
Fly with me I 
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Pre, Speak of that no more. I cannot 

I am thine no longer. 
Bart* O, recall the time 



When we were children 1 how we played tt^ther 
How we grew up together ; how we plighted 
Our hearts unto each other, even in chudhood I 
Fulfil thy promise, for the hour has come. 
I am hunted from the kingdom, like a wolf 1 
Fulfil thy promise. 

Pre, *T was my father's promise^ 

Not mine. I never gave my heart to thee, 
Nor promised thee my hand I 

Bart, False tongue of woman ! 

And heart more false ! 

Pre. Nay, listen unto me. 

I will speak frankly. I have never loved thee ; 
I cannot love thee. This is not my fault, 
It is my destiny. Thou art a man 
Restless and violent What wouldst thou with me, 
A feeble girl, who have not long to live, 
Whose heart is broken ? Seek another wife, 
Better than I, and fairer ; and let not 
Thy rash and headlong moods estrange her from thee. 
Thou art unhappy in this hopeless passion. 
I never sought thy love ; never did aught 
To make thee love me. Yet I pity thee, 
And most of all I pity thy wild heart. 
That hurries thee to crimes and deeds of blood. 
Beware, beware of that 

Bart, For thy dear sake, 

[ will be gentle. Thou shalt teach me patiencer 

Pre, Then take this farewell, and depart in peace. 
Thou must not linger here. 
Bart, C!ome, come with me. 

Pre, Hark I I hear footsteps. 
BarL I entreat thee, come 

Pre, Awaj 1 It is in vain. 
Bart Wilt thou not come ? 

Pre, Never ! 
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Bart 



Then woe, eternal woe, upon thee . 



riiou shalt not be another's. Thou shalt die. [^ExiL 

Pre, All holy angels keep me in this hour ! 
Spirit of her who bore me, look upon me ! 
Mother of God, the glorified, protect me I 
Clirist and the saints, be merciful unto me I 
Yet why should I fear death ? What is it to die ? 
To leave all disappointment, care, and sorrow. 
To leave all falsehood, treachery, and unkindneM, 
All ignominy, suffering, and despair. 
And be at rest for ever I O, dull heart, 
Be of ^ood cheer! When thou shalt cease to best, 
Then shalt thou cease to suffer and complain ! 
[Enter Victorian and Hypolito behind.] 
Vict. 'T is she! Behold, how beautiful she stands 
Under the tent-like trees ! 
Hyp, A woodland nymph I 

VicL I pray thee, stand aside. Leave me. 
Hyp, Be wary. 

Do not betray thyself too soon. 

Vict, [disguising his voice,"] Hist! Gipsy I 

Pre, [aside^ with emotion,] That voice 1 that voioe 



I thank thee. Heaven, that thou hast heard mj 
prayer. 

And sent me this protector ! Now be strong. 
Be strong, my heart 1 I must dissemble here. 
False friend or true ? 

J^t. A true friend to the true ; 

Fear not; come hither. So; can you tell fortunes? 

Pre. Not in the dark. Come nearer to the fire. 
Give me your hand. It is not crossed, I see. 

Vict, [putting a piece of gold into her hand,] There 
is the cross. 

Pre, Is *t silver ? 




O speak agsun 1 



Who is it calls? 
Vict, 

Pre, [dside,] 



A friend. 



'Tishe! 'Tishe! 



Vict. 



No, 't is gold. 
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Pre. There *s a fair lady at the Court, who lovei 
you, 

And for yourself alone. 

Vict. Piel the <dd story I 

Tell me a better fortune for my money ; 
Not this old woman's tale 1 

Pre. You are pasmonate ; 

And this same passionate humor in your blood 
Has marred your fortxme. Yes ; I see it now ; 
The line of me is crossed by many marks. 
Shame I shame 1 O you have wronged the maid 

who loved you I 
How could you do it ? 

Vict I never loved a maid ; 

For she I loved was then a maid no more. 

Pre, How know you that ? 

Vict. A little bird in the air 

Whispered the secret. 

Pre. There, take back your gold I 

Your hand is cold, like a deceiver's hand I 
There is no blessing in its charity I 
Make her your wife, for you have been abused ; 
And you shall mend your fortunes, mending hers. 

Vict. \asideJ] How like an angel's speaks the 
tongue of woman. 

When pleading in another's cause her own 1 

That is a jjretty ring upon your finger. 
Pray give it me. [ JWe« to take the ring."] 

Pre. No ; never from my hand 

Shall that be taken! 

Vict. Why, 't is but a ring 

I 'U give it back to you ; or, if I keep it, 
Will give you gold to buy you twenty such. 

Pre. Why would you have this nng ? 

Vict. A traveller's ^ncy, 

A whim, and nothing more. I would frin keep it 
As a memento of the Gipsy camp 
In Guadarrama, and the fortune-teller 
Who sent me back to wed a widowed maid. 
Pray, let me have the ring. 
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Pre. No, never 1 nerer 

I will not part with it, even when I die ; 
But bid my nurse fold my pale lingers thus, 
That it may not fall from them. ' T is a token 
Of a beloved friend, who is no more. 

Vict How? dead? 

Pre. Yes ; dead to me ; and worse than dead, 
lie b estranged I And yet I keep this ring. 
I will rise with it from my grave hereafter, 
To prove to him that I was never false. 

VicU [aside*'] Be still, my swelling heart I one 
moment, still I 
Why, 't is the folly of a love-sick girl. 
Come, give it me, or I will say *t is mine, 
And Uiat you stole it 

Pre. O, you will not dare 

To utter such a fiendish lie 1 

VicU Not dare? 

Look in my face, and say if there is ausht 
I have not dared, I would not dare for wee ! 
[She rushes into his armsA 

Pre. 'Tia thou! 'tis thou! Yes; yes; my 
heart's elected I 
My dearest-dear Victorian ! my soul's heaven I 
Where hast thou been so long ? Why didst thoa 
leave me ? 

Vict. Ask me not now, my dearest Preciosa. 
Let me forget we ever have been parted I 

Pre. Hadst thou not come 

Vict. I pray thee, do not chide me 

Pre. i should have perished here among these 
Gipsies. 

Vict. Forgive me, sweet I for what I made thee 
suffer. 

Think'st thou this heart could feel a moment's joy, 
Thou being absent ? O, believe it not ! 
Indeed, since that sad hour I have not slept, 
For thinking of the wrong I did to thee ! 
Dost thou forgive me ? Say, wilt thou forgive me f 
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Pre, I have forgiven thee. Ere those worda 
of anger 

Were in the book of Heaven writ down against 
thee, 

I had forgiven thee. 

VicL I 'm the veriest fool 
That walks the earth, to have believed thee ^lae. 
Ft was the Count of Lara 

Pre, That bad man 

Has worked me harm enough. Hast thou not 
heard 

VicU I have heard all. And yet speak on 
speak on 1 

Let me but hear thy voice, and I am happy * 
For every tone, like some sweet incantation 
Calls up the buried past to plead for me. 
Speak, my beloved, speak into my heart, 
Whatever fills and agitates thine own. 

{They walk (md^'K 
Hyp. All gentle quarrels in the pastoral poeti», 
All passionate love scenes in the best romances, 
All chaste embraces on the public stage. 
All soft adventures, which the liberal stars 
Have winked at, as the natural course of things, 
Have been surpassed here by my friend, the stu- 
dent. 

And this sweet Gipsy lass, fair Preciosa ! 

Pre. Senor H}^lito I I kiss your hand. 
Pray, shall I tell your fortune V 

ayp. Not to-night* 

For, should you treat me as you did Victorian, 
And send me back to marry maids forlorn, 
My wedding day would last from now till Christmas 

Chis. [within.'] What ho I the Gipsies, ho I Bel- 
tran Cruzado I 
Halloo 1 halloo 1 halloo I halloo I 

[Enters booted^ mth a tohip and lantern.} 

Vict. What now? 

Why such a fearful din ? Hast thou been robbed ? 
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CAts. Apr, robbed and murdered; and good 
evemng to you, 
My worthy masters. 

Vict, Speak ; what brings thee here } 

Chis. [to Preciosa^ Good news from Court; 
good news I Beltran Cruzado, 
The Count of the Calds, is not your father, 
But your true father has returned to Spain 
I/iden with wealth. You are no more a Gipsy. 
Vict, Strange as a Moorish tale I 

Chis, And we have all 

Been drinking at the tavern to your health, 
As wells drink in November, when it rains. 

Vict, Where is the gentleman V 

Chis. As the old song says, 

His body is in Segovia. 
His soul is in Madria. 
Pre, Is this a dream ? O, if it be a dream, 
Let me sleep on, and do not wake me yet I 
Repeat thy story 1 Say I *m not deceived I 
Say that I do not dream I I am awake ; 
This is the Gipsy camp ; this is Victorian, 
And this his friend, Hypolito 1 Speak ! speak I 
Let me not wake and find it all a dream I 

Vict, It is a dream, sweet child! a waking 
dream, 

A blissful certainty, a vision bright 
Of that rare happiness, which even on earth 
Heaven cives to those it loves. Now art thou 
rich. 

As thou wast ever beautiful and good ; 
And I am now the beggar. 

Pre, [giving him her hand,'] I have still 
A hand to give. 

Chis, [aside,"] And I have two to take. 
I 've heard my grandmother say, that Heaven givet 
almonds 

To those who have no teeth. That *s nuts to crack. 
I Ve teeth to spare, but where shall I find almonds ? 
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Vict. What more of this strange story ? 

Chis. No<liing mora 

Your friend, Don Carlos, is now at the villt^ 
Showing to Pedro Crespo, the Alcalde, 
The proofe of what I tell jrou. The old hag, 
Who stole vou in jour childhood, has confessed; 
And probably they *11 hang her for the crime. 
To make the celebration more complete. 

Vict No ; let it be a day of general joy ; 
Fortune comes well to all, that comes not late. 
Now let us j<Mn Don Carlos. 

Hyp, So farewell, 

The student's wanderins fife I Sweet serenades. 
Sung under ladies' wind:)ws in the night, 
And all that makes vacation beautiful 1 
To you, ye cloistered shades of Alcali, 
To jrou, ye radiant fisions of romance. 
Written in books, but here surpassed by truth. 
The Bachelor Hyp<^to returns. 
And leaves the Gripsy witli the Spanish Student 

SOKHB VI. A pan m the Omukmruma inifmniUdni. EaH^ 
morning, A mdeUer cro$tet ihe stoffe, gUUng mdmoojft 
on U$ imile, and tiff/Uing a paper agar wUh JUnt and 

80NO. 

If thou art sleeping, maiden, 

Awake and open thy door, 
*T is the break of day, and we must away, 

0*or meadow, and mount, and moor. 

Wait not to find thy slippers. 

But come with thy naked feet; 
We shall have to pass throagh the dewy giaM» 

And waters wide and fleet 

[Dimgapean down the patt. Enter a Monk, A S h t p kw d 
appear* on ike rock* odoM.] 

Monk. Ave Maria, gratia plena. Olil good 
man 1 
014t 
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Monk, la this the road to Segovia ? 

Skep, It is, your reverence. 

Monk. How far is it ? 

Shep. I do not know. 

Monk. What is that yonder in the valley t 

Shep. San Edefonso. 

MonL A long way to breakfast 

Shep. Ay, marry. 

Monk. Are there robbers in these monntaini r 
Shep. Yes, and worse than that 
Monk. What? 
Shep. Wolves. 

Monk. Santa Maria I Come with me to Saa 
fldefonso, and thon shalt be well rewarded. 
Shep. What will thou give me ? 
Monk. An Agnus Dei and my benedictwrn. 

r They disappear. A tnoutOed QmtrabandUta passeB^wii^ 
ped in U$ cloak, and a gun ai his ioddMow, Bt gom 
down tAe pau nngyag.\ 

80H0. 

Worn with speed is my good steed. 

And I march me hurrieo, worried; 

Onward, caballito mio, 

With the white star in thy forehead I 

Onward, for here comes the Bonda, 

And I hear their rifles crack I 

Ay, jal4o ! Ay, ay, jal6o ! 

Ay, jal6o 1 They cross our track. 

[Bong cRei away. Enter PitBCioaA, m hortbaek. ntlm im 
iy VicTOBiAN, Htpolito, Doh Cabdos, omd CnisrAt 
onfootf and armed.] 

Vict This is the highest point Here let nf 
rest 

See, Freciosa, see how all abont us 
Kneeling, like hooded friars, the misty monntaini 
Receive the benediction of l^e sun I 
clorious sight ! 
Pre. Most beexitifiil indeed! 

Most wonderfiil ! 
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VicL And in the vale below, 

Where yonder steeples flash like lifled halberds. 
Ban Udefonso, from its noisy belfries, 
Sends up a salutation to the mom, 
As if an army smote their brazen shields, 
And shouted victory I 

Pre. And which way lies 

Segovia? 

Vict At a great distance yonder. 
Dost thou not see it? 

Pre, No. I do not see it 

Vict. The merest flaw that dents the horizan'i 
edge. 
There, yonder ! 

Hyp. *T is a notable old town, 

Boastmg an ancient Roman aqueduct, 
And an Alegar, builded by the Moors, 
Wherein, you may remember, poor Gil Bias 
Was fed on Pan del Rey. O, many a time 
Out of its grated windows have I looked 
Hundreds of feet plumb down to the Eresma, 
That, like a serpent through the valley creeping, 
Glides at its foot 

Pre. O, yes ! I see it now, 

Yet rather with my heart, than with mine eyes. 
So faint it is. And, all my thoughts sail thither. 
Freighted with prayers and hopes, and forward 
urs;ed 

Against sul stress of accident, as, in 
The Eastern Tale, agidnst the wind and tide, 
Great ships were drawn to the Magnetic Mountaini, 
And there were wrecked, and perished in the 
sea I \_She vDee]^s.'\ 
VicL O centie spuriti Thou didst bear un- 
moved 

Blasts of adverdty and frosts of fate I 
But the first ray of sunshine that falls on thee 
Melts thee to tears ! O, let thy weary heart 
Lean upon mine I and it shall faint no more, 
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Nor thirst, nor hunger; but be comforted 
And filled with my affection. 

Pre. Stay no longer I 

My father waits. Methinks I see him there, 
Now looking from the wmdow, and now watching 
Each sound of wheels or foot-fall in the street, 
And saying, " Hark ! she comes! " O father ! father I 
[Th^y descend the pau. Chispa remains behind.] 

chit. I have a father, too, but he is a dead one. 
Alas and alack-a-day I TPoor was I born, and poor 
do I remain. I neither win nor lose. Thus I wag 
through the world, half the time on foot, and the 
other half walking; and always as merry as a 
thunder-storm in the night. And so we plough 
along, as the fly said to the ox. Who knows what 
may happen ? Patience, and shuffle the cards I I 
am not yet so bald, that you can see my brains ; 
and perhaps, after all, I shall some day go to Rome, 
and come back Saint Peter. Benedicite ! [^Exit. 
[A pause. Then enter Bartolom^ tnldly^ as if in pursuit, 
with a carbine in his hand.] 

Bart. They passed this way ! I hear their 
horses hoofs I 
Yonder I see them I Come, sweet caramillo, 
This serenade shall be the Gipsy's last ! 

[ Fires doum (he pass.'] 
Ha 1 ha ! Well whistled, my sweet caramillo I 
Well whistled I — I have missed her ! — O, my God 
[ The shot is returned. Bartolom^ /oOi.] 
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In the ancient town of Bruges, 
In the quaint old Flemish city, 
As the evening shades descended. 
Low and loud and sweetly blended, 
Low at times and loud at times. 
And chandng like a poefs rhymes, 
Bang the beautiful wild chimes, 
From the Belfry in the market 
Of the ancient town of Bruges. 

Then, with deep sonorous clangor 
Calmly answering their sweet anger, 
When the wrangling bells had ended, 
Slowly struck the clock eleven, 
And, from out the silent heaven, 
Silence on the town descended. 
Silence, silence everywlxere, 
On the earth and in the air, 
Save that footsteps here and there 
Of some burgher home retuminjj, 
By tiie street lamps feintly burning, 
For a moment woke the echoes 
Of the ancient town of Bruges. 

But amid my broken slumbers 
StiU I heard those magic numbers, 
As they loud proclaimed the flight 
And stolen marches of the night ; 
Till their chimes in sweet colusioa 
(237) 
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Mingled with each wandering vision, 
Mingled with the fortune-telhng 
Gipy-bands of dreams and fancies, 
Which amid the waste expanses 
Of the silent land of trances 
Have their solitary dwelling. 
All else seemed asleep in Bruges, 
In the quaint old Flemish city. 

And I thought how like these chimes 
Are the poet's airy rhymes, 
All his rhymes and roundelays. 
His conceits, and son^, and ditties, 
From the belfry of his brain. 
Scattered downward, though in vain, 
On the roofs and stones of cities ! 
For by night the drowsy ear 
Under its curtains cannot hear. 
And by day men go their ways, 
Hearing the music as they pass, 
But deeming it no more, alas ! 
Than the hdlow sound of brass. 

Yet perchance a sleepless wight, 

Lodging at some humble inn 

In the narrow lanes of life, 

When the dusk and hush of night 

Shut out the incessant din 

Of daylight anil its toil and strife, 

May listen with a calm delight 

To the poet* s melodies. 

Till he hears, or dreams he hears. 

Intermingled with the son^, 

Thoughts that he has chenshed long; 

Hears amid the chime and singing 

The bells of his own village ringing. 

And wakes, and finds his slumberous eyes 

Wet with most delicious tears. 

Thus dreamed 1, as by night I lay 
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In Bruges, at the Fleur-de-B16, 
Listening with a wild delight 
To the chimes that, through the night, 
Rans their changes from me Belfry 
Of that quaint old Flemish city. 
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bf the market-place of Bruges stands the hel&y 

old and brown ; 
Thrice consumed and thrice rebuilded, still it 

watches o'er the town. 

As the summer mom was breaking, on that loftj 

tower I stood, 
And the world threw off the darkness, like the 

weeds of widowhood. 

Thick with towns and hamlets studded, and with 

streams and vapors gray. 
Like a shield embossed with silver, round and 

vast the landscape lay. 

At my feet the city slumbered. From its chim 

neys, here and there, 
Wreaths of snow-white smoke, ascending, van 

ished, ghost-like, into air. 

Not a sound rose from the city at that early 

mornin? hour. 
But I heard a heart of iron beating in the ancient 



From their nests beneath the ratters sang the 

swallows wild and high ; 
And the world, beneath me ^veping, seemed 

more distant than the sky. 

(288> 
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Then most musical and solemn, briu^ng back the 
olden times, 

With their strange, unearthly changes rang the 
melancholy chimes, 

Like the psalms from some old cloister, when the 

nuns sing in the choir ; 
And the great bell tolled among them, like &e 

chanting of a friar. 

Visions of the days departed, shadowy phantoms 

filled my brain ; 
They who live in history only seemed to walk the 

earth again ; 

All the Foresters of Flanders, — ^mighty Baldwin 

Bras de Fer, 
Lyderick du Bucq and Cressy, Philip, Guy de 

Dampierre. 

I beheld the paints splendid, that adorned those 

days* of old ; 

Stately dames, like queens attended, knights who 
bore the Fleece of Gold ; 

I»mbaid and Venetian merchants with deep-laden 
argosies; 

Ministers from twenty nations; more than royal 
pomp and ease. 

I beheld proud MAvimili^n^ kneeling humbly oo 
the ground ; 

I beheld the gentle Mary, hunting with her hawk 
and hound ; 

And her lighted bridal-chamber, where a duke 

slept with the queen, 
hnd the armed guard around them, and the sword 

unsheathed between. 
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I beheld the Flemish weavers, with Namur and 
Juliers bold, 

Marching homeward from the bloody battle of the 
Spurs of Grold ; 

Saw the fight at Minnewater, saw the White Hoods 

moving west, 
Saw great Artevelde victorious scale the Grolden 

Dragon's nest 

And again the whiskered Spaniard all the land 

with terror smote ; 
And again the wild alarum sounded from the 

tocsin's throat ; 

Till the bell of Ghent responded o'er lagoon and 
(like of sand, 
I am Roland 1 I am Roland ! there is victory in 
the land I " 

Then the sound of drums aroused me. The 

awakened city's roar 
Chased the phantoms I had summoned back into 

their graves once more. 

Hours had passed away like minutes ; and, before 
I was aware, 

Lol the shadow of the belfry crossed the sun 
illumined square. 
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This is the place. Stand still, mj steed. 

Let me review the scene, 
And summon from the shadowy Past 

The forms that once have been. 

The Past and Present here unite 

Beneath Time's flowing tide. 
Like footprints hidden by a brook. 

But seen on either side. 

Here runs the highway to the town ; 

There the green lane descends, 
Through which I walked to church with thM, 

O gentlest of my friends I 

The shadow of the linden-trees 

Lay moving on the grass ; 
Between them and the moving boughs, 

A shadow, thou didst pass. 

Thy dress was like the lilies. 

And thy heart as pure as they : 
One of God's holy messengers 

Did walk with me that day. 

I saw the branches of the trees 

Bend down thy touch to meet. 
The clover-blossoms in the grass 

Bise up to kiss thy feet 
(289) 
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** Sleep, sleep to-day, tonnenting cares, 

Of earth and folly born I *' 
Solemnly sang the village choir 

On that sweet Sabbath mom. 

Through the closed blinds the golden sun 

Poured in a dusty beam, 
Like the celestial ladder seen 

By Jacob in his dream. 

And ever and anon, the wind, 

Sweet-scented with the hay. 
Turned o'er the hymn-book's fluttering leayea 

That on the window lay. 

Long was the good man's sennon. 

Yet it seemed not so to me ; 
For he spake of Ruth the beautiful, 

And still I thought of thee. 

Long was the prayer he uttered. 

Yet it seemed not so to me ; 
For in my heart I prayed with him, 

And stdl I thought of thee. 

But now, alas I the place seems changed ; 

Thou art no longer here : 
Part of tlie sunshine of the scene 

With thee did disappear. 

Though thoughts, deep-rooted in my heart, 

Like pine-trees dark and high. 
Subdue the light of noon, and breathe 

A low and ceaseless sigh ; 

This memory brightens o'er the past, 

As when the sun, concealed 
Behind some cloud that near us hangs. 

Shines on a distant field. 
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This is the Arsenal. From floor to ceiling, 
Like a hu^e organ, rise the burnished arms; 

But from their silent pipes no anthem pealing 
Startles the villages with strange alarms. 

Ah ! what a sound will rise, how wild and drearj 
AVhen the death-ansel touches those swift keys! 

What loud lament and dismal Miserere 
Will mingle with their awful symphonies 1 

I hear even now the infinite fierce chorus. 
The cries of agony, the endless groan, 

Which, through the ages that have gone before ns, 
In long reverberations reach our own. 

On helm and harness rings the Saxon hammer, 
Through Gimbric forest roars the Norseman'i 
song, 

And loud, amid the universal clamor, 

O'er distant deserts sounds the Tartar gong. 

I hear the Florentine, who from his palace 
Wheels out his battle-bell with dreadful din, 

And Aztec priests upon their teocallis 
Beat the wild war-drums made of serpent's skin; 

Hie tumult of each sacked and burning village ; 

The shout that every prayer for mercy drowns ; 
The soldiers' revels in the midst of pillage ; 

The wail of famine in beleaguered towns ; 

The bursting shell, the gateway wrenched asunder, 
The rattling musketry, the clashing blade ; 

And ever and anon, in tones of thunder, 
The diapason of the cannonade. 
VOL. I. 16 
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Is it, O man, with such discordant noises, 
With such accursed instruments as these, 

Thou di-ownest Nature's sweet and kindly voicef, 
And jarrest the celestial harmonies ? 

Were half the power, that fills the world with 
terror. 

Were half the wealth, bestowed on camps and 
courts. 

Given to redeem the himian mind from error, 
There were no need of arsenals nor forts : 

The warrior's name would be a name abhorred I 
And every nation, that should lift again 

Its hand against a brother, on its forehead 
Would wear forevermore the curse of Cain I 

Down the dark future, through long generations, 
The echoing sounds grow fainter and then 
cease; 

And like a bell, with solemn, sweet vibrations, 
I hear once more the voice of Christ say, 
" Peace 1" 

Peace I and no longer from its brazen portals 
The blast of War's great organ shsd^es the 
skies ! 

Hut beautiful as songs of the immortals, 
The holy melodies of love arise. 




miBEMBBRG. 



24S 



NUREMBERG. 



Im the valley of the Pegnitz, where across broad 

meadow-lands 
Rise the blue Franconian mountains, Nuremberg, 

the ancient, stands. 

Quaint old town of toil and traffic, quaint old town 

of art and song. 
Memories haunt thy pointed gables, like the rooks 



Memories of th4 Middle Ages, when the emperors, 
rough and bold, 

Had their dwelling in thy castle, time-defying, cen- 
turies old ; 

And thy brave and thrifty burghers boasted, in 



That their great imperial city stretched its hand 
through every clime. 

In the court-yard of the castle, bound "mth many 

an iron band, 
Stands the mighty linden planted by Queen Cuni- 

gunde^s hand ; 

On the square the oriel window, where in old 
heroic days 

6at the poet Mi^lchior singing Kaiser Maximilian's 
praise. 

Everywhere I see around me rise the wondroua 

world of Art : 
Fountains wrought with richest sculpture standing 

in the common mart ; 
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And above cathedral doorways saints and bisliopi 

carved in stone, 
Bj a former age commissioned as apostles to our 

own. 

In the church of sainted Sebald sleeps enshrined 

his holy dust, 
And in bronze the Twelve Apostles guard from 

age to age their trust ; 

In the church of sainted Lawrence stands a piz 
of sculpture rare, 
. fJke the foamy sheaf of fountains, rising through 
the painted air. 

Here, when Art was still religion, with a aimploi 
reverent heart. 

Lived and labored Albrecht Diirer, the Evange- 
list of Art ; 

Hence in silence and in sorrow, toiling still with 
busy hand. 

Like an emigrant he wandered, seeking for the 
Better Land. 

EnUgravit is the inscription on the tomb-stone 

where he lies ; 
Dead he is not, — ^but departed, — ^for the artist 

never dies. 

Fairer seems the ancient city, and the sonshiiM 

seems more fair, 
'That he once has trod its pavement, that he once 

has breathed its air ! 

Through these streets so broad and stately, these 

obscure and dismal lanes, 
Walked of yore the Mastersingers, chanting rude 

poetic strains. 

j 
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From remote and sunless suburbs, came thej to 

the friendly guild, 
Building nests in Fame's great temple, as in spouts 

me swallows build. 

As the weaver plied the shuttle, wove he too the 

mystic rhyme, 
And the smith his iron measures hammered to 

the anvil's chime ; 

Thanking Grod, whose boundless wisdom makes 

the flowers of poesy bloom 
[n the forge's dust and cinders, in the tissues of 

the loom. 

Qere Hans Sachs, the cobbler-poet, laureate of the 
gentle craft. 

Wisest of tlic Twelve Wise Masters, in huge folios 
sang and laughed. 

But hb house is now an ale-house, with a nicely 
sanded floor, 

And a garland in the window, and his face above 
the door ; 

Painted by some humble artist, as in Adam 

Puschman's song. 
As the old man gray and dove-like, with his great 

board white and long. 

And at night the swart mechanic comes to drown 

his cark and care. 
Quailing ale from pewter tankards, in the master's 

antique chair. 

Vanished is the ancient splendor, and before my 
dreamy eye 

Wave these mingling shapos and ligures, like a 
fade<l tapestry. 
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Not thy Councils, not thy Kaisers, win for thee ilia 

world's regard; 
But thy painter, Albrecht Durer, and Hans SachSi 

thy cobbler-bard. 

Thus, O Nuremberg, a wanderer from a region 
far away, 

As he paced thy streets and court-yards, sang m 
mought his careless lay : 

Gathering from the pavement's crevice, as t 

floweret of the soil, 
The nobility of labor, — ^the long pedigree of 

toil. 



THE NORMAN BARON. 

Danfl lea momentB de ^ oil 1ft reflexion derlent plus oalme 
i. plaa prolbnde, oil rinteret et PaTarioe p&rlent moiiu haut qun 
Ia ralson, dans les instants de chagrin domestiquA, de maladie, et 
de p^ril de mort, les nobles se repentirent de posMder des serfe, 
coinme d^une chose pea agr^ble k Dieu, qui arait ct66 tons lea 
bommes 4 son image. 

TmniRT: Comquri di l^Ancaktsbu. 

In his chamber, weak and dying, 
Was the Norman baron lying ; 
Loud, without, the tempest thundered. 
And the castle-turret shook. 

In this fight was Death the gainer, 
Spite of vassal and retainer, 
Ajid the lands his sires had plundered. 
Written in the Doomsday Book. 

By his bed a monk was seated, 
ytho in humble voice repeated 
Many a prayer and pater-noster, 
From the missal on his knee ; 
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And, amid the tempest pealing, 
Sounds of bells came faintly stealing, 
Bells, that, from the neighbouring k&ster, 
Rang for the Nativity. 

In the hall, the serf and vassal 

Held, that night, their Christmas waisail ; 

Many a carol, old and saintly. 

Sang the minstrels and the waits. 

And so loud these Saxon deemen 
Sang to slaves the songs of freemen. 
That the storm was heard but faintly, 
Knocking at the castle-gates. 

Till at len^h the lays the <r chaunted 
Reached the chamber terror-haunted, 
Where the monk, with accents holy, 
Whispered at the baron's ear. 

Tears upon his eyelids glistened. 
As he paused awhile and listened, 
And the dyin^ bai*on slowly 

Turned his weary head to hear. 

** Wassail for the kingly stranger 
Bom and cradled in a manger I 
King, like David, priest, like Aaron, 
Christ is bom to set us free 1 " 

And the lightning showed the sainted 
Figures on the casement painted, 
And exclaimed the shuduenng baron. 
" Miserere, Domine 1 " 

In that hour of deep contrition, 
He beheld, with clearer vision. 
Through all outward show and iashion. 

Justice, the Avenger, rise. j 

i 
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All the pomp of earth had vanished, 
Falsehood and deceit were banished, 
Reason spake more loud than passion, 
And the truth wore no disguise. 

Every vassal of his banner, 
Every serf bom to his manor, 
All those wronged and wretched creaturei^ 
By his hand were freed again. 

And, as on the sacred missal 
He recorded their dismissal, 
Death relaxed his iron features. 

And the monk replied, ** Amen ! ' 

Many centuries have been numbered 
Since in death the baron slumbered 
By the convent's sculptured portal, 
JVlingling with the common dust : 

But the good deed, through the ages 
Living in historic pages, 
Brighter grows and gleams immortal, 
Unconsiuned by moth or rust 



RAIN IN SUMMER. 

How beautiful is the rain I 
After the dust and heat. 
In the broad and fiery street, 
In the narrow lane, 
How beautiful is the rain I 

How it clatters along the roofs. 

Like the tramp of hoofs 1 

How it gushes and struggles out 
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From tho throat of the overflowing spout I 

Across the window pane 

It pours and pours ; 

And swift and wide, 

With a muddy tide, 

Like a river down the gutter roan 

The rain, the welcome rain I 

The sick man from his chamber looks 

At the twisted brooks ; 

He can feel the cool 

Breath of each little pool ; 

His fevered brain 

Grows calm again, 

And he breathes a blessing on the rain. 

From the neighbouring school 
Come the boys, 

With more than their wonted noise 

And commotion ; 

And down the wet streets 

Sail their mimic fleets. 

Till the treacherous pool 

Engulfs them in its whirling 

And turbulent ocean. 

In the country, on every side. 

Where far and wide. 

Like a leopard's tawny and spotted hide, 

Stretches the plain, 

To the dry grass and the drier grain 

How welcome is the rain I 

In the furrowed land 

The toilsome and patient oxen stand ; 

Lifting the yoke-eneiimbered head. 

With their dilated nostrils spread. 

They silently inhale 

The clover-scented gale. 
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And the vapors that arise 

From the well watered and smoking sofl. 

For this rest in the furrow after toil 

Their large and lustrous eyes 

Seem to mank the Lord, 

More than man's spoken word. 

Near at hand, 

From under the sheltering trees, 
The farmer sees 

His pastures, and his fields of grain. 

As they bend their tops 

To the numberless beating drops 

Of the incessant rain. 

He counts it as no sin 

That he sees therein 

Only his own thrift and gain. 

These, and far more than these. 

The Poet sees 1 

He can behold 

Aquarius old 

Walking the fenceless fields of air; 

And from each ample fold 

Of the clouds about him rolled 

Scattering everjrwhere 

The showery ram. 

As the firmer scatters his grain. 

He can behold 
Thinffs manifold 

That have not yet been wholly told, 

Have not been wholly sung nor said. 

For his thought, that never stops, 

Follows the water-drops 

Down to the graves or the dead, 

Down through chasms and gulfs profound. 

To the dreary fountain-head 

Of lakes and rivers under ground ; 

And sees them, when the rain is done, 
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On the bridge of colors seven 
Climbing up once more to heaven, 
Opposite the setting sun. 

Thus the Seer, 

With vision clear, 

Sees forms appear and disappear, 

In the perpetual round of strange, 

Mysterious change 

From birth to death, from death to birth. 

From earth to heaven, from heaven to earth ; 

Till glimpses more sublime 

Of things, unseen before^ 

Unto his wondering eyes reveal 

The Universe, as an immeasurable wheel 

Turning forevermore 

In the rapid and rushing river of Time. 



Dear child I how radiant on thy mother's knee, 
With merry-making ejes and jocund smiles, 
Thou gazest at the pamted tiles. 
Whose figures grace, 
With many a gptesque form and face. 
The ancient chimney of thy nursery 1 
The lady with the gay macaw, 
The dancing girl, the grave bashaw 



And, leaning idly o'er his gate. 
Beneath the imperial fan of state. 
The Chinese mandarin. 

With what a look of proud commanc 
Thou shakest in thy little hand 
The coral rattle with its silver bells. 
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Making a meny tune I 
Thousands of years in Indian seas 
That coral grew, by slow degrees, 
Until some deadly and wild monsoon 
Dashed it on Coromanders sand 1 
Those silver bells 
Reposed of yore, 
As shapeless ore, 

Far down in the deep-sunken wells 

Of darksome mines, 

In some obscure and sunless place, 

Beneath huge Chimborazo*s base, 

Or Potosi's o'erhanginff pines 1 

And thus for thee, O little child, 

Through many a danger and escape, 

The imi ships passed the stormy cape; 

For thee in foreign lands remote. 

Beneath the burning, tropic clime, 

The Indian peasant, chasmg the wild goa^ 

Himself as swift and wild. 

In falling, clutched the frail arbute, 

The fibres of whose shallow root. 

Uplifted from the soil, betrayed 

The silver veins beneath it laid. 

The buried treasures of the pirate, Time. 

But, lo I thy door is left ajar ! 
Thou hearest footsteps from afar I 
And, at the sound. 
Thou tumest round 
With quick and questioning eyes. 
Like one, who, in a foreign land. 
Beholds on every hand 
Some source of wonder and surprise t 
And, restlessly, impatiently. 
Thou strivest, strugglest, to be free. 
The four walls of thy nurserj' 
Are now like prison walls to thee. 
No more thy mother's smiles, 
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No more the painted tiles, 
Delight thee, nor the playthinf^ on the ilooi 
That won thy little, beating heart before ; 
Thou strugglest for the open door. 

Through these once solitary halls 
Thy pattering footstep falls. 
The sound of thy merry voice 
Makes the old walls 
Jubilant, and they rejoice 
With the joy of thy young heart. 
O'er the hght of whose gladness 
No shadows of sadness 

From the sombre background of memory start 

Once, ah, once, within these walls, 
One whom memory oft recalls, 
The Father of his Country, dwelt 
And yonder meadows broad and damp 



Encircled with a burning belt 
Up and down these echoing stairs, 
Heavy with the weight of cares. 
Sounded his majestic tread ; 
Yes, within this very room 
Sat he in those hours of sloom, 
Weary both in heart and head. 

But what are these grave thoughts to thee ? 



Thy only dream is hberty. 
Thou carest little how or where. 
I see thee eager at thy play, 
Now shouting to the apples on the tree. 
With cheeks as round and red as they ; 
And now among the yellow stalks. 
Among the flowering shrubs and plants. 
As restless as the bee. 
Along the garden walks. 
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The tracks of thy small carriage-wheels I trace ; 

And see at every turn how they efface 

Whole villages ot sand-roofed tents, 

That rise like golden domes 

Above the cavernous and secret homes 

Of wandering and nomadic tribes of ants. 

Ah, cruel litfle Tamerlane, 

Who, with thy dreadful reign. 

Dost persecute and overwhelm 

These hapless Troglodytes of thy realm 1 

What I tired already I with those suppliant looks, 
And voice more beautiful than a poef s books, 
Or murmuring sound of water as it flows. 
Thou comest back to parley with repose I 
This rustic seat in the old apple-tree. 
With its o'erhanging golden canopy 
Of leaves illuminate with autumnid hues. 
And shining with the argent light of dews, 
Shall for a season be our place of rest. 
Beneath us, like an oriole s pendent nest, 
From which the laughing birds have taken wing, 
By thee abandoned, hangs thy vacant swing. 
Dream-like the waters of the river gleam ; 
A sailless vessel drops adown the stream. 
And like it, to a sea as wide and deep. 
Thou driftest gently down the tides of sleep.* 

child I O new-bom denizen 
Of life's great city 1 on thy head 
The glory of the morn is shed. 
Like a celestial benison 1 

Here at the portal thou dost stand. 
And with thy little hand 
Thou openest the mysterious gate 
Into the future's undiscovered land. 

1 see its valves expand. 
As at the touch of Fate 1 

Into those realms of love and hate« 
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In.^ that darkness blank and drear, 
B\ some prophetic feeling taught, 
I lAunch Uie Dold, adventurous thought, 
Freighted with hope and fear ; 
As upon subterranean streams, 
In caverns unexplored and dark, 
Men sometimes launch a fragile baik. 
Laden with flickering fire, 
And watch its swift-receding beams. 
Until at length they disappear. 
And in the distant dark expire. 



And widening outward into night 
Tlie shadowy disk of future years ; 
And yet upon its outer rim, 
A luminous circle, faint and dim. 
And scarcely visible to us here, 
Rounds and completes the perfect sphere ; 
A prophecy and intimation, 
A pale and feeble adumbration. 
Of the great world of light, that lies 
Behind all human destinies. 

Ah I if thy fate, with anguish fraught, 
Should be to wet the dusty soil 
With the hot tears and sweat of toil,— 
To struggle with imperious thought, 
Until the overburdened brain. 
Weary with labor, faint with pain, 
Like » jarred pendulum, retain 
Only its motion, not its power, — 
Remember, in that perilous hour. 
When most afflicted and oppressed. 
From labor there shall come forth rest 

And if a more auspicious fate 
On thy advancing steps awajt. 
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Stni let it ever be thy pride 
To linger by the laborer's side ; 
With words of sympathy or song 
To cheer the dreary march along 
Of the great army of the poor, 
O'er desert sand, o'er dangerous moor- 
Nor to thyself the task shall be 
Without reward ; for thou shalt learn 
The wisdom early to discern 
True beauty in utility ; 

As great Pythagoras of yore, 
Standing beside the blacksmith's door, 
And hearing the hammers, as they smote 
The anvils with a different note, 
Stole from the varying tones, that hung 
Vibrant on every iron tongue, 
The secret of the sounding wire, 
And formed the seven-chorded lyre. 

Enough ! I will not play the Seer ; 
I will no longer strive to ope 
The mystic volume, where appear 
The herald Hope, forerunning Fear, 
And Fear, the pursuivant of Hope. 
Thy destiny remains untold ; 
For, like Acestes' shaft of old. 
The swift thought kindles as it flies, 
And bums to ashes in the skies. 



THE OCCULTATION OF OmON. 

I SAW, as in a dream sublime. 
The balance in the hand of Time. 
O er East and West ite beam impended ; 




Was slowly sinking out of sight. 
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Silently with the stars ascender 

Like the astrolo^rs of eld, 
In that bright vision I beheld 
Greater and deeper mysteries. 



Its chords of air, its frets of fire, 
The Samian's great -^olian lyre, 



From earth unto the fixed stars. 
And through the dewy atmosphere, 
Not only could I see, but hear. 
Its wondrous and harmonious strings, 
In sweet vibration, sphere by sphere. 
From Dian's circle hght and near. 
Onward to vaster and wider rings, 
Where, chanting through his beard of 
Majestic, moumiul, Saturn goes. 
And down the sunless realms of space 
Reverberates the thunder of his bass. 

Beneath the sky's triumphal arch 
This music sounded like a msax;h. 
And with its chorus seemed to be 
Preluding some ^reat tragedy. 
Sirius was rising m the east; 
And, slow ascending one by one, 
The kindling constellations shone. 
Begirt with many a blazing star, 
Stood the great giant Algebar, 
Orion, hunter of the beast I 
His sword hung gleaming by his side. 
And, on his arm, the lion*s hide 
Scattered across the midnight air 
The golden radiance of its hair. 

The moon was pallid, but not feint 
And beautiful as some fair saint. 

VOL. 1. 17 
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Serenely moving on her way 
In hours of trial and dismay. 
As if she heard the voice of God, 
Unharmed with naked feet she tnid 
Upon the hot and burning stars, 
As on the glowing coals and bars 
That were to prove her strength, and try 
Her holiness and her purity. 

Thus movins on, with silent pace. 

And triumph in her sweet, pale fece, 

She reached the station of Orion. 

Aghast he stood in strange alarm 1 

And suddenly from his outstretched arm 

Down fell the red skin of the lion 

Into the river at his feet 

His mighty club no longer beat 

The forehead of the bull ; but he 

Keeled as of yore beside the sea. 

When, blinded by QSnopion, 

He sought the blacksmith at his forge, 

And, climbing up the mountain gorge, 

Fixed his blank eyes upon the sun. 

Then, through the silence overhead, 

An angel with a trumpet said, 

" Forevermore, forevermore. 

The reign of violence is o'er 1 " 

And, like an instrument that flings 

Its music on another's strings. 

The trumpet of the angel cast 

Upon the heavenly lyre its blast. 

And on from sphere to sphere the words 

Reechoed down the burning chords,— 

** Forevermore, forevermore. 

The reign of violence is o'er 1 ** 
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THE BRIDGE. 

1 STOOD on the bridge at midnisht, 
As the clocks were striking the hour, 

And the moon rose o'er the city, 
Behind the dark church-tower. 

I saw her bright reflection 

In the waters under me, 
Like a golden goblet falling 

And sinking into the sea. 

And far in the haz^ distance 

Of that lovely night in June, 
The blaze of the flaming furnace 

Gleamed redder than the moon. 

Among the long, black rafters 

The wavering shadows lay. 
And the current that came from the ocean 

Seemed to lift and bear them away ; 

As, sweeping and eddying through them, 

Kose me belated tide. 
And, streaming into the moonlight, 

The seaweed floated wide. 

And like those waters rushing 

Among the wooden piers, 
A flood of thoughts came o'er me 

That filled my eyes with tears. 

How often, O, how often. 
In the days that had ^one by, 

I had stood on that bridge at midnight 
And gazed on that wave and sky < 
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flow often, O, how often, 

I had wished that the ebbing tide 
Would bear me away on its bosom 

O'er the ocean wild and wide 1 

For my heart was hot and restless, 
And my life was full of care, 

And the burden laid upon me 
Seemed greater than 1 could bear. 

But now it has fallen from me, 

It is buried in the sea ; 
And only the sorrow of others 

Throws its shadow oyer me. 

Yet whenever I cross the riyer 
On its bridge with wooden piers, 

Like the odor of brine from the ocean 
Comes the thought of other years. 

And I think how many thousands 
Of care-encumbered men. 

Each bearing his burden of sorrow, 
Haye crossed the bridge since thea 

I see the long procession 

Still passing to and fro. 
The young heart hot and restless. 

And the old subdued and slow 1 

And foreyer and forever. 
As long as the riyer flows. 

As long as the heart has passions, 
As long as life has woes ; 

The moon and its broken reflectioii 
And its shadows shall appear. 

As the symbol of loye in neayen, 
And its wavering image here. 
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TO THE DRIVING CLOUD. 

Gloomy and dark art thou, O chief of the mighty 
Omawhaws ; 

Gloomy and dark, as the driving cloud, whose 
name thou hast taken ! 

Wrapt in thy scarlet blanket, I see thee stalk 
through the city's 

Narrow and populous streets, as once by the mar- 
gin of rivers 

Stalked those birds unknown, that have left us 

only their footprints. 
What, in a few short years, will remain of thy 

race but the footprints ? 

How canst thou walk in these streets, who hast 

trod the green turf of the prairies ? 
How canst thou breathe in this air, who hast 

breathed the sweet air of the mountains ? 
Ah! 't is vain that with lordly looks of disdain 

thou dost challenge 
Looks of dislike in return, and question these walls 

and these pavements. 
Claiming the soil for thy hunting-grounds, while 



Starve in the garrets of Europe, and ciy from its 

caverns that they, too, 
Have been created heirs of the earth, and claim 

its division 1 

Back, then, back to thv woods in the regions west 

of the Wabash I 
There as a monarch thou reignest In autumn 

the leaves of the maple 
Pave the floors of thy palace-halls with gold, and 

in summer 

Pine-trees wafb through its chambers the odorous 
breath of their branches. 




Digitized by 



262 



POEMS. 



There thou art strong and great, a hero, a tamer 
of horses 1 

There thou chasest the stately stag on the banks 

of the Elk-horn, 
Or by the roar of the Running- Water, or where 

the Omawhaw 
Calls thee, and leaps through the wild ravine like 

a brave of the Blackfeet I 

Hark 1 what murmurs arise from the heart of those 

mountainous deserts ? 
Is it the cry of the Foxes and Crows, or the mighty 

Behemoth, 

Who, unharmed, on his tusks once caught the bolts 

of the thunder, 
And now lurks in his lair to destroy the race of the 

red man ? 

Far more fatal to thee and thy race than the Crows 

and the Foxes, 
Far more fatal to thee and thy race than the tread 

of Behemoth, 
Lol the biff thunder-canoe, that steadily breasts 

the Missouri's 
Merciless current I and yonder, afar on the prairies, 

the camp-fires 
Gleam through the night ; and the cloud of dost in 

the gray of the daybreak 
Marks not the buffalo's track, nor the Mandan's 

dexterous horse-race ; 
It is a caravan, .whitening the desert where dwell 

the Camanches 1 
Ha! how the breath of these Saxons and Celts, 

like the blast of the east-wind. 
Drifts evermore to the west the scanty smokes of 

thy wigwams I 
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When descends on the Atlantic 

The gigantic 
Storm-wind of the equinox, 
Landward in his wrath he sconrgei 

The toiling surges, 
Laden with seaweed from the rocki : 

From Bermuda's reefe ; from edges 

Of sunken ledges, 
In some far-ofl^ bright Azore ; 
From Bahama, and the dashing. 

Silver-flashing 
Surges of San Salvador ; 

From the tumbling surf, that buries 

The Orkneyan skerries. 
Answering the hoarse Hebrides ; 
And from wrecks of ships, and drifting 

Spars, uplifting 
On the desolate, ramy seas ; — 

Ever drifting, drifting, drifting 

On the shifting 
Currents of the reSless main ; 
Till in sheltered coves, and reaches 

Of sandy beaches, 
All have found repose again. 

So when storms of wild emotion 

Strike the ocean 
Of the poet's soul, ere long 

1266) 
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from each cave and rocky fastness, 

In its vastness, 
Floats some fragment of a song : 

From the fiir-off isles enchanted, 

Heaven has planted 
With the golden fruit of Truth ; 
From the flashing surf, whose vision 

Gleams Elysian 
In the tropic clime of Youth ; 

From the strong Will, and the Fndeavoiii 

That forever 
Wrestles with the tides of Fate ; 
From the wreck of Hopes far-scattered. 

Tempest-shattered, 
Floating waste and desolate ; — 

Ever drifting, drifting, drifting 

On the shifting 
Currents of the restless heart ; 
Till at length in hooks recorded, 

Thev, lik^ hoarded 
Household words, no more depart 



THE DAY IS DONE. 

The day is done, and the darkness 
Falls from the wings of Night, 

As a feather is wafted downward 
From an eagle in his flight 

I see the lights of the village 

Gleam tmt>ugh the rain and the mist, 
And a feeling of sadness comes o'er me, 

That my soul cannot resist : 
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A feelgi^ of sadness and longing. 

That IS not akin to pain, 
And resembles sorrow only 

As the mist resembles the ndn. 

Come, read to me some poem, 
Some simple and heartfelt lay, 

That shall soothe this restless feeling, 
And banish the thoughts of day. 

Not from the grand old masters, 
Not from the bards sublime. 

Whose distant footsteps echo 
Through the corridors of Time. 

For, like strains of martial music, 
Their mighty thoughts suggest 

Life's endless toil and endeavour ; 
And to-night I long for rest 

Read from some humbler poet. 
Whose songs gushed from his heart, 

As showers from the clouds of summer, 
Or tears from the eyelids start ; 

Who, through long days of labor. 

And nights devoid of ease. 
Still heard in his soul the music 

Of wonderful melodies. 

Such songs have power to quiet 

The restless pulse of care. 
And come like the benediction 

That follows after prayer. 

Then read from the treasured volume 

The poem of thy choice. 
And lend to the rhyme of the poet 

The beauty of thy voice. 
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And the night shall be filled with music, 
And the cares, that infest the day, 

Shall fold their tents, like the Araba, 
And as silently steal away. 



AFTERNOON IN FEBRUARY 

The day is ending, 
The night is descending ; 
The marsh is frozen, 
The river dead. 

Through clouds like ashes 
The red sun flashes 



That glimmer red. 

The snow recommences ; 
The buried fences 
Mark no longer 

The road o'er the plain ; 

While through the meadowy 
Like fearful shadows, 
Slowly passes 
A mneral train. 

The bell is pealing, 
And every feeling 
Within me responds 
To the dismal knell ; 

Shadows are trailing, 
My heart is bewailing 
And tolling within 
Like a £neral belL 
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TO AN OLD DANISH SONG-BOOK. 
Welcome, my old friend, 



While the sullen gsues of autumn 
Shake the windows. 

The ungrateful world 
Has, it seems, dealt harshly with thee, 
Since, beneath the skies (k Denmark, 
First I met thee. 

There are marks of age. 
There are thumb-maiSis on thy margin, 
Made by hands that clasped tnee rudelj 
At the ale-house. 

Soiled and dull thou art ; 
Yellow are thy time-worn pages, 
As the russet, rain-molested 
Leaves of autumn. 

Thou art stained with wine 
Scattered from hilarious eoblets, 
As these leaves with the Ebations 
Of Olympus. 

Yet dost thou recall 
Days departed, half-forgotten. 
When in dreamy youth I wandered 
By the Baltic,— 

When I paused to hear 

The old ballad of King Christian 

Shouted from suburban taverns 

In the twilight. ^ 



Welcome to a foreign fireside. 
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Thou recallest bards, 
Who, in solitary chambers, 
And with hearts by passion wasted, 
Wrote thy pages. 

Thou recallest homes 
Where thy songs of love and friendshij 
Made the gloomy Northern winter 
Bright as sunmier. 

Once some ancient Scald, 
In his bleak, ancestral Iceland, 
Chanted staves of these old ballads 
To the Vikings. 

Once in Elsinore, 
At the court of old Bang Hamlet, 
Yorick and his boon companions 
Sang these ditties. 

Once Prince Frederick's Guard 
Sang them in their smoky barracks , — 
Suddenlv the English cannon 



Peasants in the field. 
Sailors on the roaring ocean, 
Students, tradesmen, pale mechanics, 
All have sung them. 

Thou hast been their friend ; 
They, alas I have left thee friendless ! 
Yet at least by one warm fireside 
Art thou welcome. 

And, as swallows build 
In these wide, old-fashioned chimneys. 
So thy twittering songs shall nestle 
In my bosom, — 
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Quiet, close, and warm, 
Sheltered from all mc^estation. 
And recalling by their Toices 
Youth and travel 



WALTER VON DER VOGELWEIDE. 

VoGELWEiD the Mnnesiuger, 
When he left this world of ours, 

Laid his body in the cloister, 

Under Wiirtzburg's minster towers. 

And he gave the monks his treasures, 
Gave them all with this behest : 

They should feed the birds at noontide 
Daily on his place of rest ; 

Saying, " From these wandering minstrels 
1 have learned the art of song ; 

Let me now repay the lessons 

They have taught so well and long" 

Thus the bard of love departed ; 

And, fulfilling his desire, 
On his tomb the birds were feasted 

By the children of the choir. 

Dav by day, o'er tower and turret, 



Day by day, in vaster numbers, 
Flocked the poets of the air. 

On the tree whose heavy branches 
Overshadowed all the place. 

On the pavement, on the tombstone, 
On the poet's sculptured face, 
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On the cross-bare of each Tnndow, 

On the lintel of each door, 
They renewed the War of Wartburg, 

Which the bard had fought before. 

There they sang their merry carols, 
Sang their lauds on every side ; 

And the name their voices uttered 
Was the name of Vogelweid. 

Till at length theportly abbot 

Murmured, " Why this waste of food ? 
Be it changed to loaves henceforward 

For our fasting brotherhood.** 

Then in vain o'er tower and turret, 
From the walls and woodland nests, 

When the minster bells rang noontide. 
Gathered the unwelcome guests. 

Then in vain, with cries discordant. 
Clamorous round the Gothic spire. 

Screamed the feathered Minnesingers 
For the children of the choir. 

Time has long effaced the inscriptionf 
On the cloister's funeral stones. 

And tradition only tells us 
Where repose tke poet's bones. 

But around the vast cathedral, 

By sweet echoes multiplied. 
Still the birds repeat the legend, 

And the name of Vogelweid. 
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INBCBIFTIOM FO« AH AHTIQUB FITCHKB. 

Comb, old friend I ait down and listen ! 

From the pitcher, placed between ufl, 
flow the waters laugh and glisten 

In the head of old Silenus ! 

Old Silenus, bloated,, drunken, 
Led by his inebriate Satyrs ; 

Ou hid breast his head is sunken. 
Vacantly he leers and chatters. 

Fauns with youthful BsKSchus follow ; 



As the forehead of Apollo, 
And possessing youth eternal 

Round about him, fair Bacchantes, 
Bearing cymbals, flutes, and thyrseii 

Wild from Naxian groves, >r Zante's 
Vineyards, sing delirious verses. 

Thus he won, through all the nations, 
Bloodless victories, and the farmer 

Bore, as trophies and oblations. 
Vines for banners, ploughs for armor. 

Judjjed by no o'erzealous rigor, 
Much this mystic throng expresses : 

Bacchus was the type of vigor, 
And Silenus of excesses. 

These are ancient ethnic reviHs, 
Of a faith long since forsaken ; 

Now the Satyrs, changed to devils, 
Frighten mortals wine-o*ertaken. 
VOL. I. 18 
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Now to rivulets from the mountains 
Point the rods of fortune-tellers ; 



Not m nasks, and casks, and cellars. 

Claudius, though he sang of flagons 
And huge tankards flUed wiUi Rhenisli» 

From that fiery blood of dragons 
Never would his own replenish. 

Even Redi, though he chaunted 
Bacchus in the Tuscan valleys, 

Never drank the wine he vaunted 
In his dithyrambic sallies. 

Then with water fill the pitcher 
Wreathed about with classic fables ; 

Ne*er Falemian threw a richer 
Light upon Lucullus' tables. 

Come, old friend, sit down and listen I 
As it passes thus between us. 

How its wavelets laugh and glisten 
In the head of old Silenus I 



THE OLD CLOCK ON THE STAIRS. 



L'^terniM eet nne pendole, dont le balanoier dit et redit mm 
Me cee deux mots seulement, dans le silenoe del Aombeanz: 
Toujours! jamais! Jamais! toi^ura!" 

JACQUS8 BftDAIin. 

Somewhat back from the village street; 
Stands the old-fashioned country-seat 
Across its antique portico 
' Tall poplar-trees their shadows throw 
And from its station in the hall 



Youth 




»etual dwells in fountains, — 
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An ancient timepiece says to all^ 
" Forever — never 1 
Never — ^forever I " 

Halfway up tbe stairs it stands, 
And points and beckons with its hands 
From its case of massive oak, 
Like a monk, who, under his cloak, 
Crosses himself, and sighs, alas 1 
"With sorrowful voice to all who pass,— 
" Forever — never! 
Never — ^forever 1" 

By day its voice is low and light ; 
But in the silent dead of night. 
Distinct as a passing footstep's faU 
It echoes along the vacant hall. 
Along the ceiling, along the floor, 
And seems to say, at each chambeivdoor,— 
" Forever — never ! 
Never — ^forever I ** 

Through days of sorrow and of mirth, 
Through days of death and days of birth, 
Through every swift vicissitude 
Of changeful time, unchanged it has stood. 
And as if, like God, it all mings saw. 
It calmly repeats those words of awe,— 
" Forever — never 1 
Never — ^forever I " 

In that mansion used to be 
Free-hearted Hospitality ; 
His great fires up the chimney roared ; 
The stransrer feasted at his board ; 
But, like the skeleton at the feast, 
That warning timepiece never ceased,-^ 
" Forever — never I 
Never — ^forever I ** 
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There groups of merrjr children played, 

There youths and maidens dreaming strayed 

O precious hours 1 O golden prime, 

And affluence of love and time I 

Even as a miser counts his gold, 

Those hours the ancient timepiece told,^ 

" Forever— never 1 
^ Never — ^forever I " 

; From that chamber, clothed in white, 
The bride came forth on her wedding night ; 
There, in that silent room below. 
The dead lav in his shroud of snow ; 
f And in the hush that followed the prayer. 
Was heard the old cloc^k on the stair, — 
" Forever — never I 
Never — forever I " 

All are scattered now and fled. 
Some are married, some are dead ; 
And when I ask, with throbs of pain, 
N ** Ah ! when shall they all meet again ? 
\ Ai* in the days long-since gone by, 
The ancient timepiece maies reply, — 
" Forever — never 1 
Never — forever I " 



Never here, forever there. 
Where all parting, pain, and care. 
And death, and time shall disapp^ary•* 
Forever there, but never here! 
I'he horolojje of Eternity 
Sayeth this incessantly, — 
** Forever — never I 
Never — ^forever 1** 
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THE ARROW AND THE SONG 

I SHOT an arrow into the air, 
It fell to earth, I knew not where ; 
For, 80 8wiftly it flew, the sight 
Could not follow it in its flight 

I breathed a song into the sdr, 
It fell to earth, I knew not where ; 
For who has sight so keen and strons, 
That it can follow the flight of song ? 

Long, long afterward, in an oak 
I found the arrow, still unbroke ; 
And the song, from beginning to end, 
I found again in the heart of a friend. 
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Lo I in the painted oriel of the West, 

Whose panes the sunken sun incarnadines, 

Like a fair lady at her casement, shines 

The evening star, the star of love and rest I 

And then anon she doth herself divest 

Of all her radiant garments, and reclines 

Behind the sombre screen of yonder pines. 

With slumber and soft dreams of love oppressed. 

O my beloved, my sweet Hesperus I 

My mominff and my evening star of love I 

My best and gentlest lady 1 even thus. 

As that fair planet in (he sky above. 

Dost thou retire unto thy rest at night. 

And from thy darkened window ^es the light 



AUTUMN. 

Thou comest, Autumn, heralded by the rain, 
With banners, by great ^alcp incessant fanned, 
Brighter than brightest silks of Samarcand, 
And stately oxen narnessed to thy wain ! 
Thou standest, like imperial Charlemagne, 
Upon thy bridge of gold ; thy royal hand 
Outstretched with benedictions o'er the land. 
Blessing the farms through all thy vast domain. 
Thy shield is the red harvest moon, suspended 
(281) 
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So long beneath the heaven's o'erhangiug ea^ es, 
Thy steps are by the toner's prayers attended ; 
Like flames upon an altar shine the sheaves ; 
And, following thee, in thy ovation splendid, 
Thine almoner, the wind, scatters the golden leaves I 



DANTE. 

Tuscan, that wanderest through the realms of 
gloom. 

With thoughtful pace, and sad, majestic eyes. 

Stem thoughts and awful from thy soul arise, 

Like Farinata from his fiery tomb. 

Thy sacred song is like the trump of doom ; 

Yet in thy heart what human sympathies. 

What soil compassion glows, as in the skies 

The tender stars their clouded lamps relume I 

Methinks I see thee stand, with paUid cheeks. 

By Fra Hilario in his diocese, 

Aj9 up the con vent- walls, in golden streaks. 

The ascendins sunbeams mark the day's decrease 

And, as he asks what there the stranger seeks, 

Thy voice along the cloister whispers, Peace I " 
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FBOK THE OEBMAN. 



O Hemlock tree I O hemlock tree I how faithfbi 
are thy branches 1 
Green not alone in summer time, 
But in. the winter's frost and rime I 
O hemlock tree 1 O hemlock tree I how fadthful 
are thy branches I 

O maiden fair! O maiden fair! how fsdthless ift 



And leave me in adversity ! 
O maiden fair ! O maiden fair I how fmthless i| 
thy bosom I 

The nightingale, the nightingale, thou tak'st for 
thine example ! 
So long as summer laughs she sings, 
But in the autumn spreads her wings. 
The nightingale, the nightingale, thou tak'st for 



The meadow brook, the meadow brook, is mirror 
of thy falsehood I 
It flows so long as falls the rain. 
In drought its springs soon dry again. 
The meadow brook, the meadow brook, is mirrof 



thy bosom ! 




thine example ! 



of thy falsehood I 
(286) 
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ANNIE OF THARAW. 

FROM THE LOW OBBMAIT OF SIMON DAOH. 

Annie of Tharaw, my true love of old, 
She is my life, and my goods, and my gold. 

Annie of Tharaw, her heart once again 
To me has surrendered in joy and in pain. 

Annie of Tharaw, my riches, my good. 
Thou, O my soul, my flesh and my blood I 

Then come the wild weather, come sleet or come 
snow. 

We will stand by each other, however it blow. 

Oppression, and sickness, and sorrow, and pain, 
Shall be to our true love as links to the chain. 

As the palm-tree standeth so straight and so tall. 
The more the hail beats, and the more the rainf 
fall,— 

So love in our hearts shall grow mighty and 
strong. 

Through crosses, through sorrows, through manifold 
Wrong. 

Shouldst thou be torn from me to wander alone 
In a desolate land where the sun is scarce 
known, — 

Through forests 111 follow, and where the sea 
flows. 

Through ice, and through iron, through armies of 
foes. 
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Annie of Tharaw, my li^ht and my sun, 

The threads of our two hves are woven in one. 

Whate'er I have bidden thee thou hast obeyed, 
Whatever forbidden thou hast not gainsaid. 

How in the turmoil of life can love stand, 
Where lliere is not one heart, and one mouth, and 
one hand? 

Some seek for dbsension, and trouble, and strife ; 
Like a dog and a cat live such man and wife. 

Annie of Tharaw, such is not our love ; 

Thou art my lambkin, my chick, and my dove. 

Whate'er my desire is, in thine may be seen ; 
I am king of the household, and thou art iti 
queen. 

It is this, O my Annie, my heart's sweetest rest. 
That makes of us twain but one soul in one 
breast 

This turns to a heaven the hut where we dwell ; 
While wrangling soon changes a home to a hell. 



THE STATUE OVER THE CATHEDRAL 
DOOR. 

FROM THB GERMAN OF JULIUS MOSBH. 

Forms of saints and kings are standing 

The cathedral door above ; 
Yet I saw but one among them 

Who hath soothed my soul with love. 
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In his mantle, — wound about him, 

. As their robes the sowers wind, — 
Bore he swallows and their fledglings, 
Flowers and weeds of every kind. 

And so stands he calm and childlike, 

High in wind and tempest wild ; 
O, were I like him exalted, 

I would be like him, a child I 

And my songs, — ^^en leaves and bIo6SOiQ8^--» 
.To the doors of heaven would bear, 

Calling, even in storm and tempest, 
Kound me still these birds of air. 



THE LEGEND OF THE CROSSBILL. 

FBOM THE GERMAN OP JULIUS M08EN. 

On the cross the dying Saviour 
Heavenward lifts his eyelids calm, 

Feels, but scarcely feels, a trembling 
In his pierced and bleeding palm. 

And by all the world forsaken. 
Sees he how with zealous care 

At the ruthless nail of iron 
A little bird is striving there. 

Stained with blood and never tiring. 
With its beak it doth not cease. 

From the cross *t would free the Saviour, 
Its Creator's Son release. 
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And the Saviour speaks in mildness : 

Blest be thou of all the good 1 
Bear, as token of this moment, 
Marks of blood and holy rood 1 " 

And that bird is called the crossbill ; 

Covered all with blood so clear, 
In the groves of pine it singeth 

Songs, like legends, strange to hear. 



THE SEA HATH ITS PEARLS. 



WHOM THB GERMAN OF HEUIRIOH HKUIK. 



The heaven hath its stars ; /^j i'l^-^ 



Great are the sea and the heaven ; 

Yet greater is my heart, 
And fairer than pearls and stars 

Flashes and beams my love. 

Thou little, youthful maiden. 
Come unto my great heart ; 

My heart, and the sea, and the heaven 
Are melting away with love I 
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But my heart, my heart, 
My heart hath its love. 
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POETIC APHORISMS. 

FBOM THB SISNGEDICHTB OF FBIBDRICB VOIT liOOAV 
■ITSNTBEIira osnruRT. 

MONEY. 

Wherbunto is money good ? 
Who has it not wants hardihood, 
Who has it has much trouble and care. 
Who once has had it has despair. 



THE BEST MEDICINES. 

Joy and Temperance and Repose 
Slam the door on the doctor's nose. 



SIN. 

Man-like is it to fall into sin, 
Fiend-like is it to dwell therein, 
Christ-like is it for sin to grieye, 
(Tod-like is it all sin to leaye. 



POVERTY AND BLINDNESS. 

A blind man is a poor man, and blind a poor man 
is; 

For the former seeth no man, and th€ latter no 

man sees. 



Digitized by 



POETIC APHORISMS. 



291 



LAW OF LIFE. 

Live I, 80 live I, 
To my Lord heartily, 
To my Prince faithfully, 
To my Neighbour honestly. 
Die I, so die I. 



GREEDS. 

Lutheran, Popish, Calvinistic, all these creeds and 
doctrines three 

Extant are ; but still the doubt is, where Chris- 
tianity may be. 

THE RESTLESS HEART. 

A millstone and the human heart are driven ever 
round; 

If they have nothing else to grind, they must 
themselves be ground. 

CHRISTLA.N LOVE. 

Whilom Love was like a fire, and warmth and 

comfort it bespoke ; 
But, alas ! it now is quenched, and only bites us, 

like the smoke. 



ART AND TACT. 



Intelligence and courtesy not always are combined; 
Often m a wooden house a golden room we find. 
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RETRIBUTION. 

Though the mills of God ffiind dowly, yet they 
grind exceeding smafi, 

Though with patience he stands waiting, with ex- 
actness grinds he alL 



TRUTH. 

When by night the fiogs are croaking, kindle but 

a torch's fire, 
Ha ! how soon they all are silent I Thus Truth 

silences the Har. 



RHTMES. 

If perhaps these rhymes of mine should sound not 

well in strangers' ears, 
They have only to bethink diem that it happens 

80 with theirs ; 
For so long as words, like mortals, caU a fatherland 

their own. 

They will be most highly valued where they are 
best and longest known. 
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Solemnly, mooniMiy, 

Dealing its dole, 
The Curfew Bell 

Is beginning to tdi. 

Cover the embers. 
And put out the light ; 

Toil comes with the morning, 
And rest with the night. 



And quenched is the fire ; 
Sound fades into silence, — 
All footsteps retire. 

No voice in the chambers, 
No sound in the hall I 

Sleep and oblivion 
Beign over all! 



The book is completed, 



And the hand that has written it 
Lays it away. 




II. 
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Dim grow its fancies, 

Forgotten they lie ; 
Like coals in the ashes, 

They darken and die- 
Song sinks into silence. 

The story is told, 
The windows are darkened, 

The hearth-stone is cold. 

Darker and darker 

The black shadows fall ; 
Sleep and oblivion 

Beign over alL 



Digitized by 



THE SEASIDE AND THE FIRESIDE 
1850. 



Digitized by 



lyGoogk 



DEDICATION. 



As one who, walking in the twilight gloom, 
Hears round about him voices as it darkens, 

And seeing not the forms from which thej come, 
Pauses from time to time, and turns and hearkeni 

So walking here in twilight, my friends ! 

I hear your voices, softened by the distance, 
And pause, and turn to listen, as each sends 

His words of friendship, comfort, and asaiatanoe. 

If any thought of mine, or sung or told. 
Has ever given delight or consolation. 

Ye have repaid me back a thousand fold. 
By every friendly sign and salutation. 

Thanks for the sympathies that ye have shown I 
Thanks for each kindly word, each silent token, 

That teaches me, when seeming most alone, 
Friends are around us, though no word be spoken 

Kind messages, that pass from land to land ; 

Kind letters, that betray the heart's deep history, 
In which we feel the pressure of a hand, — 

One touch of fire, — and all the rest is mystery I 

The pleasant books, that silently among 
Our household treasures take familiar places, 

And are to us as if a living tongue 
Spake from the printed leaves or pictured fecei . 
(299) 
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Perhans on earth I never shall behold, 
Witn eye of sense, your outward form and sem* 
blance ; 

Therefore to me ye never will grow old, 
But live forever young in my remembrance. 

Never grow old, nor change, nor pass away! 

Your gentle voices will flow on forever. 
When ]ue grows bare and tarnished with decay, 

As through a leafless landscape flows a river. 

Not chance of birth or place has made us friends, 
Being oftentimes of different tongues and nations, 

But the ende&voUr for the selfsame ends, 
With the same hopes, and fears, and aspirations. 

Therefore I hope to join your seaside walk, 
Saddened, and mostly silent, with emotion ; 

Not interrupting with intrusive talk 

The grand, majestic symphonies of ocean. 

Therefore I hope, as no unwelcome guest, 
At your warm fireside, when the lamps are lightedf 

To have my place reserved among the rest. 
Nor stand as one unsouicht and uninvited I 




BY THE SEASIDE 
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^ Build me straight, O worthy Master ! 

Staunch and strong, a goodly vessel. 
That shall laugh at ail disaster, 

And with wave and whirlwind wrestle I " 

The merchant's word 

Delighted the Master heard ; 

For his heart was in his work, and the heart 

Giveth grace unto every Art 

A quiet smile played round his lips, 

As the eddies and dimples of the tide 

Play round the bows of ships, 

That steadily at anchor ride. 

And with a voice that was ftdl of glee. 

He answered, " Ere long we will launch 

A vessel as goodly, and strong, and staunch, 

As ever weathered a wintry sea I ** 

And first with nicest skill and art. 
Perfect and finished in every part, 
A little model the Master wrought. 
Which should be to the larger plan 
What the child is to the man. 
Its counterpart in miniature ; 
That with a hand more swift and sure 
The greater labor might be brought 
To answer to his inward thought 
And as he labored, his mind ran o'er 
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The various ships that were built of yore, 
And above them all, and strangest of all 
Towered the Great Harry, crank and tall, 
WTiose picture was hanging on the wall, 
With bows and stem raised high in air. 
And balconies hanging here and there. 
And signal lanterns and flags afloat, 
And eight round towers, like tliose that frown 
From some old castle, looking down 
Upon the drawbridge and the moat 
And he said with a smile, " Our ship, I wis, 
Shall be of another form than this 1 ** 

It was of another form, indeed ; 

Built for freight, and yet for speed, 

A beautiful and gallant craft ; 

Bi-oad in the beam, that the stress of the blast} 

Pressing down upon sail and mast. 

Might not the sharp bows overwhelm ; 

Broad in the beam, but sloping aft 

With graceful curve and slow degrees. 

That she might be docile to the helm. 

And that the cun;;ents of parted seas, 

Closing behind, with mighty force. 

Might aid and not impede her course. 

In the ship-yard stood the Master, 

With the model of the vessel, 
That should laugh at all disaster. 

And with wave and whirlwind wrestle I 

Covering many a rood of ground, 
Lay the timber piled around ; 
Timber of chestnut, and elm, and oak. 
And scattered here and there, with these, 
The knarred and crooked cedar knees * 
Brought from regions far away. 
From Pasca^oula*s sunny bay. 
And the bamcs of the roaring Roanoke I 
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Ah I what a wondrous thing it is 

To note how many wheels of toil 

One thought, one word, can set in motion t 

There 's not a ship that sails the ocean, 

But every climate, every soil, 

Must bring its tribute, great or small, 

And help to build the wooden wall I 

The sun was rising o'er the sea, 
And long the level shadows lay, 
As if they, too, the beams womd be 
Of some great, airy argosy, 
Framed and launched in a single day. 
That silent architect, the sun. 
Had hewn and laid them every one. 
Ere the work of man was yet begun. 
Beside the Master, when he spoke, 
A youth, against an anchor leaning. 
Listened, to catch his slightest meaning. 
Only the long waves, as they broke 
In npples on the pebbly beach, 
Interrupted the old man's speech. 

Beautiful they were, in sooth, 

The old man and the fiery youth ! 

The old man, in whose busy brain 

Many a ship that sailed the main 

Was modelled o'er and o'er again ; — 

The fiery youth, who was to be 

The heir of his dexterity. 

The heir of his house, ana his daughter's hand. 

When he had built and launched m>m land 

Wliat the elder head had planned. 

" Thus," said he, " will we build this ship I 
Lay square the blocks upon the slip. 
And follow well this plan of mine. 
Choose the timbers with greatest care ; 
Of all that is unsound beware; 

VOL. I. 20 



Digitizgd by 



106 



BY THE SEASIDE. 



For only what is sound and strong 
To this vessel shall belong. 
Cedar of Maine and Georgia pine 
Here together shall combine. 
A goodly frame, and a goodly fame, 
And the Union be her name I 
For the day that gives her to the sea 
Shall give my daughter unto thee I " 

The Master's word 

Enraptured the young man heard ; 

And as he turned his face aside, 

With a look of joy and a thrill of pride. 

Standing before 

Her father's door, 

He saw the form of his promised bride. 

The sun shone on her golden hair. 

And her cheek was glowing fresh and fair, 

With the breath of morn and the soft sea air 

Like a beauteous barge was she, 

Still at rest on the sandy beach, 

Just beyond the billow's reach ; 

But he, 

Was the restless, seething, stormy sea ! 

Ah, how skiliiil grows the hand 
That obeyeth Love's command I 
It is the heart, and not the brain. 
That to the highest doth attain. 
And he who foUoweth Love's behest 
Far exceedeth all the rest I 

Thus with the rising of the sun 

Was the noble task be^^un, 

And soon throughout the ship-yard's bounds 

Were heard the intermingled sounds 

Of axes and of mallets, plied 

With vigorous arms on every side ; 

Plied so deftly and so well, 
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That, ere the shadows of evening fell, 
The keel of oak for a noble ship, 
Scarfed and bolted, straight and strong, 
Was lying ready, and stretched along 
The blocks, well placed upon the slip. 
Happy, thrice happy, every one 
Who sees his labor well begun, 
And not perplexed and mmti{)lied. 
By idly waiting for time and tide 1 

And when the hot, long day was o'er. 

The young man at the Master's door 

Sat with tbe maiden calm and stilL 

And within the porch, a little more 

Removed beyond the evening chill. 

The father sat, and told them tales 

Of wrecks in the great September gales, 

Of pirates upon the Spanish Main, 

And ships tbat never came back again. 

The chance and change of a sailor's life. 

Want and plenty, rest and strife, 

His roving fancy, like the wind, 

That nothing can stay and nothing can bind, 

And the magic charm of foreign lands. 

With shadows of palms, and shining sands, 

Where the tumbbng surf. 

O'er the coral reefs of Madagascar, 

Washes the feet of the swarthy Lascar, 

As he lies alone and asleep on the turf. 

And the trembling maiden held her breath 

At the tales of that avrful, pitiless sea, 

With all its terror and mystery. 

The dim, dark sea, so like unto Death, 

That divides and yet unites mankind 1 

And whenever the old man paused, a eleam 

From the bowl of his pipe would awhUe Illume 

The silent group in the twilight gloom, 

And thoughtful faces, as in a dream ; 

And for a moment one might mark 
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What had been hidden by the dark, 
That the head of the maiden lay at rest. 
Tenderly, on the young man's breast 1 

Day by day the vessel grew, 

With timbers fashioned strong and true, 

Stemson and keelson and sternson-knee. 

Till, framed with perfect symmetry, 

A skeleton ship rose up to view I 

And around the bows and along the side 

The heavy hammers and mallets plied, 

Till after many a week, at length. 

Wonderful for form and strength, 

Sublime in its enormous bulk. 

Loomed aloft the shadowy hulk I 

And around it columns of smoke, upwreathing^ 

Rose from the boiling, bubbling, seething 

Caldron, that glowed, 

And overflowed 

With the black tar, heated for the sheathing. 

And amid the clamors 

Of clattering hammers, 

He who listened heard now and then 

The song of the Master and his men : — 

" Build me straight, O worthy Master, 
Staunch and strong, a goodly vessel. 

That shall laugh at aU disaster. 

And with wave and whirlwind wrestle I 

With oaken brace and copper band. 

Lay the rudder on the sand, 

That, like a thought, should have control 

Over the movement of the whole ; 

And near it the anchor, whose giant hand 

Would reach down and grapple with the land. 

And immovable and fast 

Hold the great ship against the bellowing blast ! 

And at the bows an image stood. 
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By a cunning artist carved in wood, 

With robes of white, that far behind 

Seemed to be fluttering in the wind. 

It was not shaped in a classic mould, 

Not like a Njmph or Goddess of old, 

Or Naiad rising from the water, 

But modelled from the Master's daughter ! 

On many a dreary and misty night, 

T will be seen by the rays of the signal light, 

Speeding along through the rain and the dark. 

Like a ^ost in its snow-white sark, 

The pilot of some phantom bark, 

Guiding the vessel, in its flight, 

By a path none other knows aright I 

Behold, at last, 

Each tall and tapering mast 

Is swung into its place ; 

Shrouds and stays 

Holding it firm and fast I ^ 



In the deer-haunted forests of Maine, 
When upon mountain and plain 
Lay the snow, 

They fell, — ^those lordly pines I 

Those grand, majestic pines I 

*Mid shouts and cheers 

The jaded steers. 

Panting beneath the goad. 

Dragged down the weary, winding road 

Those captive kin^ so straight and tall. 

To be shorn of their streaming hair. 

And, naked and bare. 

To feel the stress and the strain 

Of the wind and the reeling main, 

Whose roar 

Would remind them forevermore 

Of their native forests they should not see again. 
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And everywhere 

The slender, gracefid spars 

Poise aloft in the air, 

And at the mast head, 

White, blue, and red, 

A flag unrolls the stripes and stars. 

Ah I when the wanderer, lonely, friendlesi. 

In foreign harbours shall behold 

That flag unrolled, 

*T will be as a friendly hand 

Stretched out from his native land, 

Filliiig his heart with memoriessweet and endlesi 

All is finished I and at length 

Has come the bridal day 

Of beauW and of strenffth. 

To-day the vessel shall oe launched I 

With fleecv clouds the sky is blanched, 

And o*er the bay. 

Slowly, in all his splendors dight. 

The great sun rises to behold the sight 

The ocean old, 
Centuries old. 

Strong as vouth, and as uncontrolled. 

Paces restless to and fro. 

Up sfnd down the sands of gold. 

His beating heart is not at rest ; 

And far and wide. 

With ceaseless flow, 

His beard of snow 

Heaves with the heaving of his breast 

He waits impatient for his bride. 

There she stands, 

With her foot upon the sands. 

Decked with flags and streamers gay, 

In honor of her marriage day, 

Her snow-white signals fluttering, blending, 
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Round her like a veil descending, 
Ready to be 

The bride of the gray, old sea. 

On the deck another bride 
Is standing by her lover's side. 
Shadows from the flags and shrouds, 
Like the shadows cast by clouds, 
Broken by many a sunny fleck. 
Fall around them on the deck. 

The prayer is said. 
The service read, 

The joyous bridegroom bows his head. 
And in tears the good old Master 
Shakes the brown hand of his son. 
Kisses his daughter's glowing cheek 
In sHence, for he cannot speak. 
And ever faster 

Down his own the tears begin to run. 

The worthy pastor — 

The shepherd of that wandering flock, 

That has the ocean for its wold, 

That has the vessel for its fold, 

Leaping ever from rock to rock — 

Spate, with accents mild and clear. 

Words of warning, words of cheer. 

But tedious to the bridegroom's ear. 

He knew the chart 

Of the sailor's heart, 

All its pleasures and its griefs. 

All its shallows and rocky ree&. 

All those secret currents, that flow 

With such resistless undertow. 

And lift and drift, with terrible force. 

The will from its moorings and its courset 

Therefore he spake, and thus said he : — 

" Like unto ships far off at sea, 
Outward or homeward bound, are we • 
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Before, oehind, and all around, 

Floats and swings the horizon's bound, 

Seems at its distant rim to rise 

And climb the crystal wall of the skiea, 

And then again to turn and sink. 

As if we could slide from its outer brink. 

Ah ! it is not the sea, 

It is not the sea that anks and shelves, 

But ourselves 

That TOitk and rise 

With endless and uneasy motion, 

Now touching the very skies. 

Now sinking mto the depths of ocean. 

Ah ! if our souls but poise and swing 

Like the compass in its brazen ring, 

Ever level and ever true 

To the toil and the task we have to do, 

We shall sail securely, and safelv reach 

The Fortunate Isles, on whose shining beac' 

The sights we see, and the sounds we hear, 

Will be those of joy and not of fear I " 

Then the Master, 

With a gesture of conunand, 

Waved his hand ; 

And at the word, 

Loud and sudden there was heard, 
All around them and below, 
The sound of hammers, blow on blow, 
Knocking away the shores and spurs. 
And see I she stirs I 

She starts, — she moves, — she seems to feel 

The thrill of life along her keel. 

And, spurning with her foot the ground. 

With one exulting, joyous bound. 

She leaps into the ocean's arms 1 

And lo I from the assembled crowd 
There rose a shout, prolonged and load. 
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That to the ocean seemed to say, — 

Take her, O bridegroom, old and gray, 
Take her to thy protecting arms. 
With all her youth and all her charms I " 

How beautiful she is I How feir 

She lies within those arms, that press 

Her form with many a soft caress 

Of tenderness and watchful care 1 

Sail forth into the sea, O ship 1 

Through wind and wave, right onward steer ' 

The moistened eye, the trembling lip, 

Are not the signs of doubt or fear. 

Sail forth into the sea of life, 
O gentle, loving, trusting wife, 
And safe from all adversity 
Upon the bosom of that sea 
Thy comings and thy goings be I 
For gentleness and love and trust 
Prevail o'er angry wave and gust ; 
And in the wreck of noble lives 
Something immortal still sur\nves I 

Thou, too, sail on, O Ship of State ! 
Sail on, O UxiON, strong and great I 
Humanity with all its fears. 
With all the hopes of future years. 
Is hanging breathless on thy fate I 
We know what Master laid thy keel, 
What Workmen wrought thy ribs of steel, 
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope, 
What anvils rang, what hammers beat, 
In what a forge and what a heat 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope I 
Fear not each sudden sound and shock, 
'T is of the wave and not the rock ; 
*T is but the flapping of the sail. 
And not a rent made by the gale I 
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In spite of rock and tempest's roar, 

In spite of false lights on the shore, 

Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea 1 

Our hearts, our hopes, are all with Ihee, 

Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 

Our faith triumphant o*er our fears, 

Are all with thee,— -are all with thee I 



THE EVENING STAR. 

Just above yon sandy bar, 

As the day grows fainter and dimmer, 
Lonely and lovely, a single star 

Lights the air with a dusky glimmer. 

Into the ocean faint and far 

Falls the trail of its golden splendor, 
And the gleam of that single star 

Is ever refldgent, soft, and tender. 

Chrysaor rising out of the sea, 

Showed thus glorious and thus emulous, 
Leaving the arms of Callirrhoe, 

Forever tender, soft, and tremulous. 

Thus o'er the ocean faint and far 

Trailed the ^leam of his falchion brightly 

Is it a God, or is it a star 

That, entranced, I gaze on nightly ! 
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THE SECRET OF THE SEA. 

Ah I what pleasant yisions haunt me 

As I gaze upon the sea I 
All the old romantic legemls, 

All my dreams, come back to me. 

Sails of silk and ropes of sendal, 
Such as gleam in ancient lore ; 

And the singing of the sailors, 
And the answer from the shore 1 

Most of all, the Spanish ballad 
Haunts me oft, and tarries long, 

Of the noble Count Amaldos 
And the sailor's mystic song. 

Like the long waves on a sea-beach 
Where the sand as silver shines, 

With a 80^ monotonous cadence, 
Flow its unrhymed lyric lines ; — 

Telling how the Count Amaldos, 
With his hawk upon his hand, 

Saw a £air and stately galley. 
Steering onward to 3ie land ; — 

How he heard the ancient helmsman 
Chant a song so wild and clear. 

That the sailing sea-bird slowly 
Poised upon the mast to hear, 

Ti[] his soul was full of longing, 

And he cried, with impulse strong,— 

** Helmsman ! for the love of heaven, 
Teach me, too, that wondrous song I" 
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" Wouldst thou," — so the hehnsman answered) 

** Learn the secret of the sea ? 
Only tiiose who brave its dangers 

Comprehend its mystery I " 

In each sail that skims the horizon, 
In each landward-blowing breeze, 

I behold that stately galley, 
Hear those moumml melodies ; 

Till my soul is full of longing 

For the secret of the sea. 
And the heart of the ffreat ocean 

Sends a thrilling pulse through me. 



TWILIGHT, 

The twilight is sad and cloudy, 
The wind blows wild and free, 

And like the wings of sea-birds 
Flash the white caps of the sea. 

But in the fisherman's cottage 
There shines a ruddier light, 

And a little face at the window 
Peers out into the night. 

Close, close it is pressed to the window, 

As if those childish eves 
Were looking into the darkness. 

To see some form arise. 

And a woman's waving shadow 

Is passing to and fro. 
Now rising to the ceiling. 

Now bowing and bending low. 
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What tale do the roaring ocean, 
And the night-wind, meak and wild, 

As they beat at the crazy casement, 
Tell to that little child ? 

And why do the roaring ocean, 
And the nightrwind, wild and bleak, 

As they beat at the heart of the mother. 
Drive the color from her cheek ? 



SIR HUMPHREY GH^BERT. 

Southward with fleet of ice 

Sailed the corsair Death ; 
Wild and fast blew the blast, 

And the east-wind was his breath. 

His lordly ships of ice 

Glistened in the sun ; 
On each side, like pennons wide. 

Flashing crystal streamlets run. 

His sails of white sea-mist 

Dripped with silver rain ; 
But wnere he passed there were cast 

Leaden shadows o'er the main. 

E^tward from Campobello 
Sir Humphrey (xilbert sailed ; 

Three days or more seaward he bore, 
Then, alas I the land-wind failed. 

Alas I the land-wind failed. 
And ice-cold grew the night ; 

And never more, on sea or shore, 
Should Sir Humphrey see the light 
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He sat upon the deck, 

The Book was in his hand ; 
" Do not fear I Heaven is as near," 

He said, " by water as by land I " 

In the first watch of the night, 

Without a signal's sound. 
Out of the sea, mysteriously. 

The fleet of Death rose all around 

The moon and the evening star 
Were hanging in the sm-ouds ; 

Every mast, as it passed, 
Seemed to rake the passing clouds 

They grappled with their prize, 

At midnight black and cold I 
As of a rock was the shock ; 

Heavily the ground-swell rolled. 

Southward through day and dark, 

They drift in close embrace. 
With mist and rain, to the Spanish Mam, 

Yet there seems no change of place. 

Southward, forever southward, 
Thev drift through dark and day , 

And like a dream, in the Gulf-Stream 
Sinking, vanish all away. 



THE LIGHTHOUSE. 

The rocky ledge runs far into the sea, 
Afid on its outer point, some miles away, 

ITie Lighthouse lifts its massive masonry, 
A pillar of fire by night, of cloud by day. 
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Even at this distance I can see the tides, 
Upheaving, break unheard along its base, 

A. speechless wrath, that rises and subsides 
In the white lip and tremor of the face. 

And as the evening darkens, lo I how bright, 
Through the deep purple of the twilight air, 

Beams forth the sudden radiance of its light 
With strange, unearthly splendor in its glare I 

Not one alone ; from each projecting cape 
And perilous reef along the ocean's verge, 

Starts into life a dim, gigantic shape. 
Holding its lantern o'er the .restless surge. 

Like the great giant Christopher it stands 
Upon the brink of -he tempestuous wave, 

Wading far out among the rocks and sands. 
The night-o'ertaken mariner to save. 

And the great ships sail outward and return, 
Bending and bowing o'er the billowy swells. 

And ever joyful, as they see it burn. 

They wave their silent welcomes and ferewells. 

They come forth from the darkness, and their saik 
Gleam for a moment only in the blaze. 

And eager faces, as the light unveils, 

Gaze at the tower, and vanish while they gaze. 

The mariner remembers when a child. 

On his first voyage, he saw it fade and sink ; 

And when, retamin^ from adventures wild, 
He saw it rise agam o'er ocean's brink. 

Steadfast, serene, immovable, the same 
Year after year, through all the silent night, 

Bums on forevermore that quenchless flame, 
Shines on that inextinguishable light 1 
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It sees the ocean to its bosom clasp 

The rocks and sea-sand with the kiss of peace; 
It sees th^ wild winds lift it in their grasp, 

And hold it up, and shake it like a fleece. 

The startled waves leap over it ; the storm 
Smites it with all the scourges of the rain, 

And steadily against its solid form 
Press the great shoulders of the hurricane. 

The sea-bird wheeling round it, with the din 
Of wings and winds and solitary cries. 

Blinded and maddened by the light witlun, 
Dashes himself against the glare, and dies. 

A new Prometheus, chained upon the rock, 
Still grasping in his hand the fire of Jove, 

It does not near the cry, nor heed the shock, 
But hails the mariner with words of love. 

•* Sail on ! ** it says, ** sail on, ye stately ships I 
And with your floating bridge the ocean span ; 

Be mine to guard this light from all eclipse. 
Be yours to bring man nearer unto man 1 " 



THE FIRE OF DRIFT-WOOD. 

We sat witlun the ferm-house old, 
Whose windows, looking o'er the bay. 

Gave to the sea-breeze, d^p and cold. 
An easy entrance, night and day. 

Not far away we saw the port, — 

The strange, old-fashioned, silent town, — 
The light-house, the dismantled fort, — 

The wooden houses, quaint and brown. 
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We sat and talked antil the aight, 
Descending, tilled the little room ; 

Our &ces faded from the sight, 
Our voices only broke the gloom. 

We spake of many a vanished scene, 
Of what we once had thought and said. 

Of what had been, and might have been, 
And who was changed, and who was dead ; 

And all that fills the hearts of friends, 
When first they feel, with secret pain. 

Their lives thenceforth have separate ends, 
And never can be one again ; 



That words are powerless to express. 
And leave it still unsaid lu part. 
Or say it in too great excess. 

The very tones in which we spake 
Had something strange, I could but mark ; 

The leaves of memory seemed to make 
A mournful rustling in the dark. 

Ofk died the words upon our lips, 

As suddenly, from out the fire 
Built of the wreck of stranded ships, 

The flames would leap and then expire. 

And, as their splendor flashed and failed. 
We thought of wrecks upon the main,— 

Of ships dismasted, that were hailed 
And sent no answer back aigain. 

The windows, rattling in their frames, — 

The ocean, roaring up the beach, — 
The ffusty blast, — the bickering flames, — 
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Until they made themselves a part 
Of fancies floating through the brain, — 

The long-lost ventures of the heart, 
That send no answers back again. 

O flames that glowed I O hearts that yearned 1 
They were indeed too much akin, 

The drift-wood fire without that burned. 
The thoughts that burned and glowed within 
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RESIGNATION. 

T0BB£ is no flock, howerer watched and tended 

But one dead lamb is there I 
There is no fireside, howsoe'er defended, 

But has one vacant chair I 

The air is full of fiu*ewell8 to the dying, 

And mournings for the dead ; 
The heart of R^shel, for her cluldren crying, 

Will not be comforted I 

Let us be patient I These severe afflictions 

Not from the ground arise, 
«But oftentimes celestial benedictions 

Assume this dark disguise. 

We see but dimly through the mists and vapors ; 

Amid these earthly damps, 
What seem to us but sad, mnereal tapers 

May be heaven's distant lamps. 

There is no Death I What seems so is transition 

This life of mortal breath 
la but a suburb of the life elynan, 

Whose portal we call Death. 

She is not dead, — ^the child of our affection, — 

But gone unto that school 
Where she no longer needs our poor protection, 

And Christ himself doth rule. 

(825) 
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In that great cloister's stillness and secludon, 



Safe from temptation, safe from sin's pollution, 
She lives, whom we call dead. 

Da^ after da^r we think what she is doing 

In those bright realms of air ; 
Year after year, her tender steps pursuing, 

Behold her grown more fair. 

Thus do we walk with her, and keep unbroken 

The bond which nature gives, 
Thinking that our remembrance, though unspoken, 

May reach her where she lives. 

t^ot as a child shall we again behold her ; 

For when with raptures wild 
In our embraces we a^in enfold her, 

She will not be a child ; 

But a fair maiden, in her Father's mansion, 

Clothed with celestial grace ; 
And beautiful with all the soul's expansion • 

Shall we behold her &ce. 

And though at times impetuous with emotion 

And ai^ish long suppressed. 
The swelling heart neaves moaning like the ocean, 

That cannot be at rest, — 

We will be patient, and assuage the feeling 

We may not wholly stay ; 
By silence sanctifying, not concealing, 

The grief that must have way. 
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^EE BUILDERS^ 

All are architects of Fate, | 
Working in these walls of "nme ; / 

Some with massive deeds and great^ 
Some with ornaments of rhyme. / 

Nothing useless is, or low ; 

Each thing in its place is best ; 
,And what seems but idle show 

Strengthens and supports the rest 

For the structure that we raise, 
Time is with materials filled ; 

Our to-days and yesterdays 

Are the blocks with which we build. 

Truly shape and fashion these ; 

Leave no yawning gaps between ; 
Think not, because no man sees. 

Such things will remain unseen. 

In the elder days of Art, 

Builders wrought with greatest care 
Each minute and unseen part ; 

For the Gods see everywhere. 

Let us do our work as well, 
Both the unseen and the seen ; 

Make the house, where Gods may dwell» 
Beautifid, entire, and clean. 

Else our lives are incomplete. 
Standing^ in these walls of Time, 

Broken stairways, where the feet 
Stumble as they seek to climb. 
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Build to-day, then, strong and sore, 
With a firm and ample base ; 

And ascending and secure 
Shall to-morrow find its pUu^e. 

Thus alone can we attain 

To those turrets, where the eye 

Sees the world as one vast plain. 
And one boundless reach of sky. 



SAND OF THE DESERT IN AN HOUR 
GLASS. 

A HANDFUL of red sand, from the hot clime 

Of Arab deserts brought. 
Within this glass becomes the spy of Time, 

The minister of Thought 

How many weary centuries has it been 

About those deserts blown I 
How many stranse vicissitudes has seen, 

How many histories known ! 

Perhaps the camels of the Ishmaelite 

Trampled and passed it o'er. 
When into E^jrpt from the patriarch's sight 

His favorite son they bore. 

Perhaps the feet of Moses, burnt and bare, 

Crushed it beneath their tread; 
Or Pharaoh's flashing wheels into the air 

Scattered it as tney sped ; 

Or Mary, with the Christ of Nazareth 



Whose pilgrimage of hope and love and faith 
Illumed the wilderness ; 
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Or anchorites beneath Engaddi's pahns 

Pacing the Dead Sea beach, 
And singing slow their old Armenian psalms 

In half-articulate speech ; 

Or caravans, that from Bassora's gate 

With westward steps depart ; 
Or Mecca's pilgrims, confident of Fate, 

And resolute in heart ! 

These have passed over it, or may have passed ^ 

Now in this crystal tower 
Imprisoned by some curious hand at last, 

It counts the passing hour. 

And as I gaze, these narrow walls expand ; — 

Before my dreamy eye 
Stretches the desert with its shifting sand, 

Its unimpeded sky. 

And borne alofl by the sustaining blast 

This little golden thread 
Dilates into a column high and vast, 

A form of fear and dread. 

And onward, and across the setting sun. 

Across the boundless plain, 
The column and its broader shadow run, 
^ Till thought pursues in vain. 

/ The vision vanishes I These walls again | 
Shut out the lurid sun, I 
Shut out the hot, immeasurable plain / 
The half-hour's sand is run ' / 
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BIRDS OF PASSAGR 

Black shadows fall 
From the lindens tall, 
That lift aloft their massive wall 
Against the southern sky ; 

And from the realms 
Of the shadowy elms 



The fields that round us lie. 

But the night is fair, 
And everywhere 
A. warm, soft, vapor fills the air, 
And distant sounds seem near ; 

And above, in the light 
Of the star-lit night, 
Swift birds of passage wing their fli 
Through the dewy atmosphere. 

I hear the beat 
Of their pinions fleet. 
As from the land of snow and sleet 
They seek a southern lea. 

I hear the cry 
Of their voices high 



But their forms I cannot see. 

O, say not so I 
Those sounds that flow 
In murmurs of delight and woe 
Come not from wings of birds. 





Digitized by 



Google 



TH^ OPEN WINDOW 



881 



They are the throngs 
Of the poet's songs, 



Murmurs of pleasures, and pains, and wrongs, 
The sound of winged words. 

This is the cry 
Of souls, that high 
On toiling, beating pinions, fly. 
Seeking a warmer clime. 

From their distant flight 



It falls into our world of night. 
With the murmuring sound of rhyme. 



THE OPEN WINDOW. 

The old house by the lindens 
Stood silent in the shade^ 

And on the gravelled pathway 
The light and shadow played 

I saw the nursery windows 

Wide open to the air ; 
But the faces of the children, 

They were no longer there. 

The large Newfoundland house<to» 



He looked for ms little pla3rmates, 
Who would return no more. 

They walked not under the lindeuA, 



But shadow, and silence, and sadness 
Were hanging over all. 
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The birds sang in the branches, 
With sweet, familiar tone ; 

But the voices of the children 
Will be heard in dreams alone I 

And the boy that walked beside me, 
He could not understand 

Why closer in mine, ah ! closer, 
I pressed his warm, soil hand I 



KING WITLAF'S DRINKING-HORN. 

WiTLAF, a king of the Saxons, 
Ere yet his last he breathed, 

To the merry monks of Croyland 
His drinking-horn bequeathed, — 

That, whenever they sat at their revels, 
And drank from the golden bowl, 

They might remember the donor, 
Ajid breathe a prayer for his soul. 

So sat they once at Christmas, 
And bade the goblet pass ; 

In their beards the red wine glistened 
Like dew-drops in the grass. 

They drank to the soul of Witlaf, 
They drank to Christ the Lord, 

And to each of the Twelve Apostles, 
Who had preached his holy word. 

They drank to the Saints and Martjrrs 
Of the dismal days of yore. 

And as soon as the horn was empty 
They remembered one Saint more. 
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And the reader droned from tihe pulpit, 
Like the murmur of many bees, 

The legend of good Saint Guthlac, 
And Saint Basil's homilies ; 

mi the great bells of the convent, 
From their prison in the tower, 

Guthlac and Bartholomseus, 
Proclaimed the midnight hour. 

And the Yule-log cracked in the chimney, 
And the Abbot bowed his head, 

And the flamelets flapped and flickered, 
But the Abbot was stark and dead. 

Yet still in his pallid fingers 

He clutched the golden bowl. 
In which, like a pearl dissolving. 

Had sunk and dissolved his souL 

But not for this their revels 

The jovial monks forbore, 
For they cried, ** Fill high the goblet I 

We must drmk to one Saint «nore I " 



6ASPAR BECERRA. 

B7 his evening fire the artist 
Pondered o'er his secret shame ; 

Baffled, weary, and disheartened. 
Still he mused, and dreamed dTfame. 

T was an image of the Virgin 
That had ta^ed his utmost skill ; 

But alas I his &ir ideal 
Vanished and escaped him stilL 
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From a distant Eastern island 

Had the precious wood been brought; 
Day and night the anxious master 

At his toS untiring wrought ; 

TOl, discouraged and despondmg, 

Sat he now in shadows deep, 
And the day^s humiliation 



Then a voice cried, " Rise, O master ! 

From the burning brand of oak 
Shape the thought that stirs within thee !*• 

And the startied artist woke, — 

Woke, and from the smoking embers 
Seized and quenched the glowing wood \ 

And therefrom he carved an image, 
And he saw that it was good. 

O thou sculptor, painter, poet ! 

Take this lesson to thy heart : 
That is best which lieth nearest ; 

Shape from that thy work of art 



PEGASUS IN POIINU 

Once into a quiet village. 
Without haste and without heed, 

In the golden prime of morning, 
Strayed the poet's winged steed. 

It was Autumn, and incessant 

Piped the quails from shocks and sheavet^ 
And, like living coals, the apples 

Burned among the withering leaves. 
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Loud the clamorous bell was ringing 
From its belfry gaunt and grim ; 

T was the daily call to labor, 
Not a triumph meant for lum. 

Not the less he saw the landscape, 
In its gleaming vapor veiled ; 

Not the less he breathed the odors 
That the dying leaves exhaled. 

Thus, upon the village common, 
By the school-boys he was found ; 

And the wise men, in their wisdom, 
Put him straightway into pound. 

Then the sombre village crier, 
Ringing loud his brazen bell. 

Wandered down the street proclaiming 
There was an estray to selL 

And the curious country people. 
Rich and poor, and young and old. 

Game in haste to see this wondrous 
Winged steed, with mane of gold. 

Thus the day passed, and the evening 
Fell, with vapors cold and dim ; 

But it brought no food nor shelter, 
Brought no straw nor stall, for him. 

Patiently, and still expectant. 
Looked he through the wooden bars, 

Saw the moon rise o'er the landscape. 
Saw the tranquil, patient stars ; 

fill at length the bell at midnight 
Sounded from its dark abode, 

And, from out a neighbouring farm-yard 
Loud the cock Alectryon crowed. 
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Then, with nostrils wide distended. 
Breaking from his iron chain, 

And unfolding far his pinions, 
To those stars he soared again. 

On the morrow, when the village 
Woke to all its toil and care, 

Lo ! the strange steed had departed, 
And they knew not when nor where. 

But they found, upon the greensward 
Where his struggling hoofs had trod, 

Pure and bright, a fountain flowing 
Prom the hoof-marks in the sod. 

From that hour, the fount unfailing 
riladdens the whole region round, 

S-rrdgthening all who dnnk its waters, 
^'^e it soothes them with its sound. 



TEGNER'S DRAPa. 

' HEARD a voice, Hiat cried, 
"Balder the Beautiftd 
is dead, is dead I 
And through the misty air 
Passed like the mournful cry 
Of simward sailing cranes. 

I eaw the pallid corpse 
Of the dead sun 

Borne through the Northern sky. 
Blasts from Niffelheim 
Lifted the sheeted mistp 
Around him as he passed 
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And the voice forever cried, 
" Balder the Beautiful 
Is deadf is dead I ** 
And died away 
Through the dreary night, 
In accents of despair. 

Balder the Beautiful, 
Grod of the summer sun. 
Fairest of all the Grods I 
Light from his forehead beamed, 
Runes were upon his tongue, 
As on the warrior's sword. 

All things in earth and air 
Bound were by magic spell 
Never to do him harm ; 
Even the plants and stoiiet» ; 
All save the mistletoe, 
The sacred mistletoe I 

Hoeder, the blind old God, 
Whose feet are shod with silence. 
Pierced through that gentle breast 



Made of the mistletoe, 
The accursed mistletoe ! 

They laid him in his ship, 
With horse and harness, 
As on a funeral pyre. 
Odin placed 
A ring upon his finder. 
And whispered in his ear. 

They launched the burning ship f 
It floated far away 
Over the misty sea, 
Till like Hie sun it st'fnie<l, 
roL. r. 22 




Digitized by 



Google 



BY THE FIRESTIMff. 



Sinking beneath the wares. 
Balder returned no mare I 

So perish the old Grods I 
But out of the sea of Tune 
Rises a new land of song, 
Fairer than the old. 
Over its meadowsr grem 
Walk the young bards and a 

Build it again, 



Fairer than before I 
Ye fiithers of the new race. 
Feed upon morning dew, 
Sing m& new Song of Lore! 

The law of force is deadT 
The law of lore prevails I 
Thor, the thunders, 
Shall rule the earth no more. 
No more, with threats, 
Challenge the me^ Christ 

Sing no more, 
O ye bards of the Niurth, 
Of Vikings and o£ Jarlsl 
Of the days of Eld 
Preserve the freedom only 
Not the deeds of Ueod. 
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SONNET. 

OH MBS. KBHBLB's KBADINGS FROM SHAKSPKAB« 

O PRECIOUS evenings I all too »wiftly sped i 

Leaving us heirs to amplest heritages 

Of all me best thoughts of the greatest safest, 

And giving tongues unto the silent dead I 

How our hearts glowed and trembled as she read, 

Interpreting by tones the wondrous pages 

Of the great poet who foreruns the ages, 

Anticipating all that shall be said I 

O happy Reader t having for thy text 

The magic book, whose Sibylline leaves have caught 

The rarest essence of all human thought I 

O happy Poet I by no critic vext ! 

How must thy listening spirit now rejoice 

To be interpreted by such a voice I 



THE SINGERS. 

God sent his Singers upon earth 
With songs of sadness and of mirth, 
'That they might touch the hearts^ of men, 
And bring them back to heaTen again. 

The first, a youth, with soul of fire. 

Held in his hand a golden lyre ; 

Through groves he wandered, and by streami, 

Playing the musae erf our dreams. 

The second, with a bearded face. 
Stood singing in the market-place. 
And stirred with accents deep and loud 
The hearts of all the listening crowd. 
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A gray, old man, the third and last, 
Sa^ in cathedrals dun and vast, 
Whfle the majestic organ rolled 
Contrition from its mouths of gold. 

And those who heard the Singers three 
Disputed which the best might be ; 
For still their music seemed to start 
Discordant echoes in each heart. 

But the great Master said, " I see 

No best m kind, but in decree ; 

I gave a various gift to each, 

To charm, to strengthen, and to teach. 

" These are the three great chords of might, 
And he whose ear is tuned aright 
Will hear no discord in the three, 
But the most perfect harmony." 



SUSPIRIA. 

Take them, O Death 1 and bear away- 
Whatever thou canst call thine own I 

Thine image, stamped upon this clay. 
Doth give thee that, but that alone I 

Take them, O Grave 1 and let them lie 
Folded upon thy narrow shelves. 

As garments by the soul laid by, 
And precious only to ourselves I 

Take them, O great Eternity I 

Our little life is but a gust, 
That bends the branches of thy tree, 

And trails its blossoms in the dust 
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HYMN 



FOB MT BROTHBU'S OICIUNATIOH 



CiiRiflT to the young man said : Yet one thini^ 

more; 

If thou wouldst perfect be, 
SfU all thou hast and give it to the poor, 
And come and follow me 1" 

ithin this temple Christ again, unseen, 
Those sacred words hath said, 
And his invisible hands to-day have been 
Laid on a young man's head. 

And evermore beside him on his way 

The unseen Christ shall move. 
That he may lean upon his arm and say, 

" Dost thou, dear Lord, approve V " 

. Reside hun at the marriage feast shall be, 

To make the scene more fair; 
Bt^side him in the dark Gethsemane 

Of pain and midnight prayer. 

O holy trust 1 O endless sense of rest I 

Like the beloved John 
To lay his head upon the Saviour's breast, 

And thus to journey on I 
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Dklt the Lowland tongao of Scotirnd might 
Rehearse this little tragedy aright: 
Let me attempt it with an En^ish qoill: 
Ajod take, Header, for the deed the wilL 
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PBOM THB GASCON OF JASMIN. 
I. 

At the foot of the monntain height 

Where is perched Castdl-Cuill^, 
When the apple, the plum, and the almond tree 

In the plain below were growing white, 

This is the song one might perceive 
On a Wednesday mom of Saint Joseph's Eve : 

^ The roads should blossom, the roads should bloom, 
So fair a bride shall leave her home I 
Should blossom and bloom with garlands gay. 
So fair a bride shall pass to-day I" 

This old Te Deum, rustic rites attending, 
Seemed from the clouds descending ; 
When lo 1 a merry company 
Of rosy village ^rls, clean as the eye. 

Each one with her attendant swain, 
Came to the cliff, all singing the same strain ; 
Resembling there, so near unto the sky. 
Rejoicing angels, that kind Heaven has sent 
For their dehght and our encouragement 
Together blending. 
And soon descendins 
The narrow sweep 
Of thp hill-side 5»^}ep, 
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They wind aslant 
Towards Saint Amant, 
Through leafy alleys 
Of verdurous valleys 
With merry sallies 
Singing their chant : 



^ Tiie ruads should blossom^ the roads should dIooul, 
So f^r II bride shall leave her home ! 
Should blossom and bloom with garlands gay, 
So lair a bride j^hall pass to-day i" 

It is Baptisle, and his affianced maiden, 
With garlands for the bridsJ laden I 

The sk} was blue ; f^ithout one cloud of gloom, 
Thii !>un of March was shining brightly, 

And to Uie air the freshening wind gave lightly 
lis breathings of perfume* 

When one beholds the dusky hedges blossom, 
A rustic bridal, ah 1 how sweet it is I 

To sounds of joyous melodies. 
That touch with tenderness the trembling bosom 
A band oi maidens 
Gayly frolicking, 



Till in the veriest 
Madness of mirth, as they dance. 
They retreat and advance. 
Trying whose laugh shall be loudest and 
merriest; 
While the bride, with roguish eyes, 
Sporting with them, now escapes and cries : 
^ Those who catch me 



A band of youngsters 
Wildly rollicking I 




With fingers pressing. 
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Married verily 
This year rfiall be 1" 

And all pursue witii eager haste, 
And all attain what they pursue, 
\nd touch her pretty apron fresh and new, 
And the linen kirtle round her waist. 

Meanwhile, whence oomes it that among 
These youthful maidens fresh and fair, 
So joyous, with such laughing air, 
Baptiste stands sighing, with silent tongue ? 
And yet the bride is fair and young 1 
(s it Saint Joseph would say to us all, 
That love, o*er-hast}% precedeth a fall ? 
O, no ! for a maiden frail, T trow, 
Never bore so lofty a brow ! 
What lovers ! they give not a single caress I 
To see them so careless and cold to-dav. 

These are grand people, one would say. 
What ails Baptiste ? what grief doth him oppress i 

It is, that, half way up the hill, 
[n yon cottage, by whose walls 
Stand the cart-house and the stalls, 
Dwelleth the blind orphan still, 
Daughter of a veteran old ; 
And you must know, one year ago. 
That JVIargaret, the young and tender. 
Was the village pride and splendor, 
And Baptiste ner lover bold. 
Love, the deceiver, them ensnared ; 
For them the altar was prepared ; 



The dread disease that none can stay, 
The pestilence that walks by night. 
Took the young bride's sight away. 
All at the f ither's stem command was t hanged ; 
riieir peace was gone, but not their love estranged 
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Wearied at home, ere lon^ the lover fled ; 
Returned but three snort days ago, 
The golden chain they round him throw. 
He is enticed, and onward led 
To marry Angela, and yet 
Is thinking ever of Margaret. 

Then suddenly a maiden cried, 
" Anna, Theresa, Mary, Kate 1 
Ih ve comes the cripple Jane 1 " And by a foun taints 
side 

A woman, bent and gray with years, 
Under the mulberry-trees appears. 
And all towards her run, as neet 
As had they wings upon their feet 

It is that Jane, the cripple Jane, 
Is a soothsayer, wary and kind. 
She teUeth fortunes, and none complain. 
She promises one a village swain. 
Another a happy wedding-day, 
And the bride a lovely boy straightway. 
All comes to pass as she avers ; 
She never deceives, she never errs. 

But for this once the village seer 
Wears a countenance severe, 
Ajid from beneath her eyebrows ^n and white 
Her two eyes flash like cannons bright 
Aimed at the bridegroom in waistcoat blue. 
Who, like a statue, stands in view ; 
Changing color, as well he might, 
When the beldame wrinkled and gray 
Takes the young bride by the hand, 
And, with the tip of her reedy wand 
Making the sign of the cross, doth say : — 
" Thoughtless Angela, beware ! 
Lest when thou weddcst this false bridegroom, 
Thou diggest for thyself a tomb 1 ** 
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And she was silent; and the maidens fair 
SibW from each eye escape a swollen tear ; 
But on a little streamlet silver-clear, 
What are two drops of turbid rain ? 
Saddened a moment, the bridal train 
Resumed the dance and song again ; 
The bridegroom only was pale with rear; — 
And down green alleys 
Of verdurous valleys, 
With merry sallies, 
They sang the refrain : — 

^ The roads should blossom^ the roads should bloom^ 
So fair a bride shall leave her home I 
Should blossom and bloom with garlands gay, 
So fair a bride shall pass to-day!" 



n. 

And by suffering worn and weary. 
But beautiful as some fair angel yet, 
Thus lamented Margaret, 
In her cottage lone and dreary : — 

" He has arrived I arrived at last ! 
Yet Jane has named him not these three days pafft 

Arrived 1 yet keeps aloof so far 1 
And knows that of my night he is the star 1 
Knows that long months I wait alone, benighted, 
And count the moments since he went away ! 
Come ! keep the promise of that happier day, 
That I may keep the faith to thee I plighted 1 
What joy have 1 without thee ? what delight ? 
Grief wastes my life, and makes it misery ; 
Day for the others ever, but for me 

Forever night 1 forever night ! 
When he is gone *t is dark I my soul is sad I 
I suffer ! O my God ! come, make me glad; 
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When be is near, no thoughts of day intrude ; 
Day has blue heavens, out Baptiste ha^ blue 
eyesl 

Within them shines for me a heaven of love, 
A heaven all happiness, like that above. 

No more of grief ! no more of las^tude I 
Earth I forget, — and heaven, and all distressed) 
When seated by my side my hand he presses ; 

But when alone, remember all I 
Where is Baptiste ? he hears not when I call I 
A branch of ivy, dying on the ground, 

I need some bough to twine around ! 
In pity come I be to my sufferinff kind I 
True love, they say, in grief dotS more abound 1 

What then — when one is blind ? 

" Who knows ? perhaps I am forsaken I 
Ah I woe is me 1 then bear me to my grave I 

God I what thoughts within me waken 1 
Away ! he will return I I do but rave I 

He will return I I need not fear I 
He swore it by our Saviour dear ; 
He could not come at his own will ; 
Is weary, or perhaps is^ ill I 
Perhaps his heart, m this disguise. 
Prepares for me some sweet surprise I 
But some one comes! Though blmd, my keart 
can see ! 

And that deceives me not I 't is he 1 't is be I 

And the door ajar i& set, 

And poor, eonnding Margaret 
Rises, with outstretched arms, but aghtless ejm; 
T is only Paul, her brother, who thus cries : — 

^* Angela the bride has passed I 

1 saw the wedding guests go by ; 

Tell me, my sister, why were we not asked ? 
For all are there but you and 1 1 * 
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Angela married ! and not send 
To tell ber secret unto me I 
O, speak I who may the bridegroom be ? " 
« My sister, 't i» Baptiste, thy friend I " 

4 cr^ the blind gbl gave, but nothing said ; 

k milky whiteness spreads upon her cheeka ; 
An icy hand, as heavy as lead. 
Descending, as her brother speaks. 
Upon her heart, that has ceased to beat, 
Suspends awhile its life and heat 

bhe stands beside the boy, now sore distressedy 

A wax Madonna as a peasant dressed. 

At length, the bridal song again 
Brings her back to her sorrow and piUB. 

♦* Hark ! the joyous airs are rin^ng I 



How merrily they laugh and jest I 
Would we were bidden with the rest ! 
I would don my hose of homespun gray. 
And my doublet of linen striped and gay ; 
Perhaps they will come ; for they do not wed 
Till to-morrow at seven o'clock, it is said 1 " 
" I know it I " answered Margaret ; 
Whom the vision, with aspect black as jet. 

Mastered again ; ana its hand of ice 
VMA her heart crushed, as in a vice ! 
" Paul, be not sad I *T is a holiday ; 



But leave me now for a while aJone." 
Away, with a hop and a jump, went Paul, 
And, as he whisUed along the hall. 
Entered Jane, the crij^led crone. 

** Holy Virgin I what dreadful heat I 

I am faint, and weary, and out of breath I 
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But thou art cold, — ^art chill as death ; 
Mjr little friend 1 what ails thee, sweet ? " 
Nothing I I heard them singing home the bride ; 
And, as I listened to the song, 
I thought my turn would come ere long, 
Thou fenowest it is at Whitsuntide. 
Thy cards forsooth can never lie. 
To me such joy they prophesy, 
Thy skill shall be vaunted far and wide 
When they behold him at my side. 
And poor Baptiste, what sayest thou ? 
It must seem long to him; — methinks I see him 
now I " 

Jane, shuddering, her hand doth press : 

" Thy love I cannot all approve ; 
We must not trust too much to nappiness ; — 
Go, pray to God, that thou raayst love him less ! ** 

" The more I pray, the more I love 1 
It is no sin, for Grod is on my side ! " 
It was^enough ; and Jane no more replied. 

Now to all hope her heart is barred and cold ; 
But to deceive die beldame old 
She takes a sweet, contented air ; 
Speak of foul weather or of fair, 
At every word the maiden smiles 1 



So that, departing at the evening's close. 

She says, " She may be saved ! she nothicg 
knows I " 

Poor Jane, the cunning sorceress 1 
Now that thou wouldst, thou art no prophetess I 
This morning, in the fulness of thy heart. 

Thou wast so, far beyond thine art I 
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Now rintrs the bell, nine times reverberating, 
An<l the white daybreak, stealing up the sky. 
Sees in two cotta<res\wo maidens waiting, 
HowdilTerentlyl 

Qnecn of a day, by flatterers caressed, 
The one puts on her cross and crown, 
Decks with a huge bouquet her breast, 
And flaunting, fluttering up and down. 
Looks at herself, and cannot rest 

The other, blind, within her little room, 

lias neither crown nor flower's perfume ; 
But in their stead for something gropes apart, 

That in a drawer's recess doth lie, 
And, 'neath her boddice of bnght scarlet dye. 

Convulsive clasps it to her heart 

The one, fantastic, light as air, 

'Mid kisses ringing. 

And joyous singing. 
Forgets to say her morning prayer 1 

The other, with cold drops upon her brow. 

Joins her two hands, and kneels upon the floor, 
And whispers, as her brother opes the door, 
" O God 1 forgive me now 1 ** 

And then the orphan, youn^ and blind. 
Conducted by her brother's band. 
Towards the church, through paths unscanned 
With tranquil air, her way doth wind. 

Odors of laurel, making her famt and pale. 
Round her at times exhale. 

And in the sky as yet no sunny ray. 
But brumal vapors gray. 
VOL. I. 28 
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Near that castle, fair to see, 
Crowded with sculptures old, in eyery part, 

Marvels of nature and of art. 

And proud of its name of high degree 

A little chapel, almost bare 

At the base of the rock, is builded there ; 

All glorious that it lifls aloof, 

Above each jealous cottage roo^ 
lis sacred summit, swept by autumn gales, 

And its blackened steeple high in air, 

Round which the osprey screams and sails. 

" Paul, lay thy n<Msy rattle by 1 " 
Thus Margaret said. ^ Where are we? we a» 
cendl" 

" Yes ; seest thou not our journey's end ? 
Hearest not the osprey from the belfry cty ? 
The hideous bird, that brings ill lUck, we know I 
Dost thou remember when our father said, 

The night we watched beside his bed, 

' O daughter, I am weak and low ; 
Take care of Paul ; I feel that I am dying 1 * 
And thou, and he, and I, all fell to ciying ? 
Then on the roof the osprey screamed, aloud ; 
And here they brought our father in his shroud. 
There is his grave ; there stands the cross we set ; 
Why dost thou clasp me so, dear Margaret V 

Come in 1 The bride will be here soon : 
Thou tremblest I O my God I thou art going to 
swoon 1 " 

She could no more, — the blind girl, weak and 
weary I 

A voice seemed crying from that grave so dreary, 
•* Wliat wouldst thou do, my daughter V ** — and she 
started ; 

And (juick recoiled, aghast, faint-hearted ; 
But Paul, impatient, urges ever more 

Her steps towards the open door ; 
And when, beneath her feet, the unhappy maid 
Crushes the laurel near the house imm<H*taI, 
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And with her head, as Paul talks on agam. 

Touches the crown of filip*ane 
Suspended from the low-arched poHal| 
Ko more restrained, no more afraid, 
She walks, as tor a feast arrayed. 
And in the ancient chapePs souibre night 
They both are lost to sight 

At length the bell, 
With laming sound, 
Sends forth, resounding round. 
Its hymeneal .peal o'er rock and down the delL 
It is broad day, with sunshine and with rain ; 
And yet the guests delay not long, 
For soon arrives the bridal train, 
And with it brings the village throng. 

In sooth, deceit maketh no mortal gay. 
For lo ! Baptiste on this triuihphant day, 
Mute as an idiot, sad as yester-moruing, 
Thinks only pf the beldame's words of warning. 

And Ansela thinks of her cross, I wis ; 
To be a bride is all I The pretty lisper 
Feels her heart swell to hear all round her whisper 
Uow beautiful I how beautiful she is ! " 

But she must calm that giddy head, 

For already the Mass is said ; 

At the hol^ table stands the priest ; 
Tlie wedding nng is blessed ; Baptiste receives it 
Ere on the nnger of the bride he leaves it, 

lie must pronounce one word at ^east I 
'T is spoken ; and sudden at the groomsman's side 
** 'T is he 1 " a well-known voice has cried. 
And while the wedding guests all hold their breath, 
Opes the confessional, and the blind girl, seel 
Baptiste," she said, since thou hast wished my 
death, 
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As holy water be my blood for thee I " 
And calmly in the air a knife susper ded I 
Doubtless her guanlian an<rel near attended. 
For anguish did its work so well, 
That, ere the fatal stroke descended, 
Lifeless she fell 1 

At eve, instead of bridal verse. 
The De Profundis filled the air; 
Decked with flowers a simple hearse 
To the churchyard forth they bear ; 
Village girls in robes of snow 
Follow, weeping as they go ; 
Nowhere was a smile that day, 
No, ah no 1 for each one seemed to say : — 

The roads should mourn and be veiled in gloonv 
So fair a corpse shall leave its home 1 
Should mourn and should weep, ah, well-away J 
So fair a corpse shall pass to-day 1 " 



A CHRISTMAS CAROL. 

VBOM THB NOEI BOUROUIONON DB GUI BAb6zAI. 

I HEAR along our street 
Pass the minstrel throngs ; 
Hark I they play so sweet, 
On their hautboys, Christmas songs ! 
Let us by the fire 
Ever higher 
Sing them till the night expire ! 

In December ring 
Every day the chimes ; 
Loud the gleemen sing 
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In the streets their merry rhymes. 

Let us by the fire 

Ever higher 
Sing them till Uie night expire. 

Shepherds at the grange, 
Where the Babe was bom, 
Sang, with many a change, 
Christmas carols until mom. 
Let us by the fire 
Ever higher 
Sing them till me night expire 1 

These good people sang 
Songs devout and sweet ; 
\Vh3e the rafters rang, 
There they stood with freezing feet 
Let us by the fire 
Ever higher 
Sing them till me night expire. 

Nuns in frigid cells 
At this holy tide. 
For want of something else, 
Christmas sonss at times have tried. 
Let us by the fire 
Ever higher 
Sing them till me night expire 1 

Washerwomen old, 
To the sound they beat, 
Sing by rivers cold. 
With uncovered heads and feet 
Let us by the fire 
Ever higher 
Sing them till me night expire. 

Who by the fireside stands 
Stamps his feet and sings; 
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But he who blows his hands 
Not 80 ga7 a carol brings. 

Let us by the fire 

Ever higher 
Sing them till the night expire I 
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• « eonw 1 gra Tan cantando lor lal, 
Heendo in a«r di lunga riga. 

1858. 
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PROMETHEUS, 

OB THB POET'S VOBETHOnQHT. 

Of Prometheus, how undaunted 
On Olympus' shining bastions 
His audacious foot he planted, 
Myths are told and songs are chaunted, 
Full of promptings and suggestions. 

Beautiful is the tradition 

Of that flight through heavenly portala, 
The old classic superstition 
Of the theft and the transmission 

Of the fire of the Immortals 1 

First the deed of noble daring, 

Bom of heavenward aspiration, 
Then the fire with mortals sharing, 
Then the vulture, — the despairing 
Cry of pain on crags Caucasian. 

All is but a symbol pdnted 

Of the Poet, Prophet, Seer; 
Only those are crowned and sainted 
Who with grief have been acquainted, 

Making nations nobler, freer. 

In their feverish exultations, 

In their triumph and their yearning, 
In their passionate pulsations, 
In their words amon^ the nations, 

The Promethean Sre is burning. 
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Shall it, then, be unavailing, 

All this toil for human culture ? 
Through the cloud-rack, dark and trailing, 
Must they see above them sailing 
O'er life's barren crags the vulture ? 

Such a fate as this was Dante's, 
By defeat and exile maddened ; 

Thus were Milton and Cervantes, 

Nature's priests and Corybantes, 
By affliction touched and saddened. 

But the glories so transcendent 

That around their memories cluster, 
And, on all their steps attendant. 
Make their darkened lives resplendent 
With such gleams of inward lustre I 

All the melodies mysterious, 

Through the dreary darkness chaunted ; 
Thoughts in attitudes imperious. 
Voices soft, and deep, and serious, 

Words that whispered, songs that haunted 

All the soul in rapt suspension, 

All the quivering, palpitating 
Chords of ufe in utmost tension. 
With the fervor of invention. 

With the rapture of creating I 

Ah, Frometheua I heaveiHsoaHng 1 

In such hours of exultation 
Even the faintest heart, unquailing, 
Might behold the vulture sailing 

Round the cloudy crags Caucasian ! 

Though to all there is not given 

Strength for such sublime endeavor. 
Thus to scale the walls of heaven. 
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And to leaven with fiery leaven 
Ail the hearts of men for ever; 

Yet all bards, whose hearts nnblighted 

Honor and believe the presage, 
Hold aloft their torches liAted, 
Gleaming through the realms benighted, 

As they onward bear the message 1 



THE LADDER OF ST. AUGUSTINB. 

Saint Auoustinb I well hast thou said. 
That of our vices we can frame 

A ladder, if we will but tread 
Beneath our feet each deed of shame ! 

All common things, each day's events. 
That with the hour be^n and end. 

Our pleasures and our discontents. 
Are rounds by which we may ascend. 

The low desire, the base design. 
That makes another's virtues less ; 

The revel of the ruddy wine, 
And all occasions of excess ; 

The longing Ibr ignoble things ; 

The strife for triumph more than truth | 
The hardening of the heart, that brings 

Irreverence for the dreams of youth ; 

All thoughts of ill; all evil deeds, 
That have their root in thoughts of ill ; 

Whatever hinders or impedes 
The action of Uie nobler will ; — 
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All these must first be trampled down 
Beneath our feet, if we would gain 

In the bright fields of fair renown 
The right of eminent domain. 

We have not wings, we cannot soar ; 

But we have feet to scale and climb 
By slow degrees, by more and more, 

The cloudy summits of our time. 

The mighty pyramids of stone 
That wedge-like cleave the desert air\ 

When nearer seen, and better known, 
Are but gigantic flights of stairs. 

The distant mountains, that uprear 
Their solid bastions to the skies, 

Are crossed by pathways, that appear 
As we to higher levels rise. 

The heights by great men reached and k*(/t 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 

But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night 

Standing on what too long we bore 
With shoulders bent and downcast eyes^ 

We may discern — unseen before — 
A path to higher destinies. 

Nor deem the irrevocable Past, 
As wholly wasted, wholly vain, 

If^ rising on its wrecks, at last 
To something nobler we attain. 
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THE PHANTOM SHIP. 

In Mather's Masnalia Christi, 

Of the old colonial time, 
May be found in prose the legend 

That is here set down in rhyme. 

A ship sailed from New Haven, 

And the keen and frosty airs. 
That filled her sails at parting, 

Were heavy with good men's prayers 

" O T-»ord I if it be thy pleasure " — 

Thus prayed the old divine — 
" To bury our friends in the ocean, 

Take diem, for they are thine I " 

But Master Lamberton muttered, 

And under his breath said he, 
^ This ship is so crank and walty 

I fear our grave she will be I " 

And the ships that came from England, 
When the winter months were gone, 

Brought no tidings of this vessel 
Nor of Master Lamberton. 

This put the people to praying 

That the Lord would let them hear 

What in his greater wisdom 
He had done with friends so dear. 

And at last their prayers were answered : — 

It was in the month of June, 
An hour before the sunset 

Of a windy af^ernoon^ 
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When, steadily steerinjj landward, 

A ship was seen below, 
And they knew it was Lamberton, Master, 

Who sailed so long ago. 

On she came, with a cloud of canyafl^ 
Ri<rht against the wind that blei^, 

Until the eye could distinguish 
The faces of the crew. 

Then fell her straining topmasts, 
Hanging tangled in the shrouds. 

And her sails were loosened and lifted^ 
And blown away like clouds. 

And the masts, with all their riggings 

Fell slowly, one by one, 
And the hulk dilated and vanishedi 

As a sea-mist in the sun 1 

And the people who saw this marvel 

Each said unto his friend. 
That this was the mould of their yessel. 

And thus her tragic end. 

And the pastor of the village 
Gave thanks to God in prayer, 

That, to quiet their troubled spirits, 
He had sent this Ship of Air. 



THE WARDEN OF THE CINQUE PORT& 

A MIST was driving down the British Channel, 

The day was just begun, 
And through the window-panes, on floor and panel, 

Streamed the red autumn sun. 
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It glanced on flowing flag and rippling |)ennony 

And the white sails of ships ; 
And, from the frowning rampart, the black cannon 

Hailed it with feverish lips. 

Sandwich and Romney, Hastings, Hithe, and Dover 

Were all alert that day. 
To see the French war-steamers speeding over, 

When the fog cleared away. 

Sullen and silent, and like couchant liond, 
Their cannon, through the night, 

Holding their breath, had watched, in ^rim de* 
fiance, 
The sea-coast opposite. 

And now they roared at drum-beat from their 
stations 

On every citadel ; 
Each answering each, with morning salutations, 

That all was well. 

And down the coast, all taking up the burden, 

Replied the distant forts, 
As if to summon from his sleep the Warden 

And Lord of the Cinque Ports. 

Him shall no sunshine from the fields of azure, 

No drum-beat from the wall, 
No morning gun from the black fort's embrasure 

Awaken with its call ! 

No more, surveying with an eye impartial 

The long line of the coast, 
Shall the gaunt figure of the old Field Marshal 

Be seen upon his post 1 

For in the night, unseen, a single warrioTi 
In sombre harness mailed, 
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Dreaded of man, and surnamed the Destroyer, 
The rampart wall has scaled. 

He passed into the chamber of the sleeper, 

The dark and silent room, 
And as he entered, darker grew, and deeper, 

The silence and the gloom. 

He did not pause to parley or dissemble, 

But smote the Warden hoar ; 
Ahl what a blow! that made all England treiuii 
ble 

And groan from shore to shore. 

Meanwhile, without, the surly cannon waited, 

The sun rose bright overhead : 
Nothing^in Nature's aspect intimated 

That a great man was dead. 



HAUNTED HOUSES. 

All houses wherein men have lived and died 
Are haunted houses. Through the open doon 

The harmless phantoms on their errands glide, 
With feet that make no sound upon the floors. 

We meet them at the door- way, on the stsdr, 
Along the passages they come and go, 

Impalpable impressions on the air, 

A sense of something moving to and fro. 

There are more guests at table, than the hosts 

Invited ; the ifluminated hall 
Is thronged with quiet, inoffensive ghosts, 

As silent as the pictures on the wall. 
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The stranger at my fireside cannot see 
The forms I see, nor hear the sounds I hear ; 

Be but perceives what is ; while unto me 
All that has been is visible and clear. 

We have no title-deeds to house or lands ; 

Owners and occupants of earlier dates 
From graves forgotten stretch their dusty hands, 

And hold in mortmain still their old estates. 

The spirit-world around this world of sense 

Floats like an atmosphere, and everywhei*e 
Wafts through these earthly mists and yapcMi 
dense 

A vital breath of more ethereal air. 

Our little lives are kept in equipoise 
By opposite attractions and desires ; 

The struggle of the instinct that enjoys. 
And the more noble instinct that aspires. 

These perturbations, this perpetual jar 
Of earthly wants and aspirations high, 

Come from the influence of an unseen star, 
An undiscovered planet in our sky. 

And as the moon from some dark gate of cloud 
Throws o'er the sea a floating bridge of light, 

Across whose trembling planks our fancies crowd 
Into the realm of mystery and night, — 

80 from the world of spirits there descends 
A bridge of light, connecting it with this. 

O'er whose unsteady floor, that sways and bends, 
Wander our thoughts above the dark abyss. 
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IN THE CHURCHtARD AT CAMBRIDGE 

In the village churchyard she lies, 
Dust is in her beautiful eyes, 

No more she breathes, nor feels, nor stin; 
At her feet and at her head 
Lies a slave to attend the dead, 

But their dust is white as hers. 

Was she a lady of high degree, 
So much in love with the vanity 

And foolish pomp of this world 6£ oun ? 
Or was it Christian charity. 
And lowliness and humility, 

The richest and rarest of all dowers ? 

Who shall tell us ? No one speaks ; 
No color shoots into those cheeks. 

Either of anger or of pride, 
At the rude question we have asked; 
Nor will the mystery be unmasked 

By those who are sleeping at her side. 

riereafter ? — And do you think to look 
On the terrible pages of tliat Book 

To find her failmgs, faults, and errors f 
Ah, you will then have other cares. 
In your own short-comings and despairSi 

la your own' secret sins and terrors 1 
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THE EMPEROR'S BIRD'S-NEST. 

Once the Emperor Charles of Spain, 
With his swarthy, grave commanders, 

I forget in what campaign. 

Long besieged, in mud and rain. 
Some old frontier town of Flanders. 

Up and down the dreary camp, 
In great boots of Spanish leather, 

Striding with a measured tramp, 

These Hidalgos, dull and damp, 

Cursed the Frenchmen, cursed the weather. 

Thus as to and fro they wen£, 
Over upland and through hollow, 
- Giving their impatience vent. 
Perched upon the Emperor's tent, 
In her nest, they spied a swallow. 

Yes, it was a swallow's nest. 

Built of clay and hair of horses. 
Mane, or tail, or dragoon's crest. 
Found on hedge-rows east and west, 
After skirmish of the forces. 

Then an old Hidalgo said. 

As he twirled his gray mustachio^ 
** Sure this swallow overhead 
Thinks the Emperor's tent a shed. 
And the Emperor but a Macho 1 ** 

Hearing his imperial name 



Half in anger, half in shame. 
Forth the great campaigner came 
Slowly uom his canvas palace. 
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" Let no hand the bird molest," 

Said he solemnly, " nor hurt hei I* 

Adding then, by way of jest, 

** Grolondrina is my guest, 
'T is the wife of some deserter I " 

Swift as bowstring speeds a shaft. 

Through the camp was spread the nunor, 

And the soldiers, as they quaffed 

Flemish beer at dinner, laughed 
At the Emperor's pleasant humor. 

So unharmed and unafraid 

Sat the swallow still and brooded, 
l^ill the constant cannonade 
Through the walls a breach had made, 
And the sfege was thus concluded. 

Then the army, elsewhere bent, 
Struck its tents as if disbanding, 

Only not the Emperor's tent, 

i'or he ordered, ere he went. 

Very curtly, " Leave it standing 1" 

80 it stood there all alone. 

Loosely flapping, torn and tattered, 
Till the brood was fledged and flown, 
Singing o'er those walls of stone 

Which the cannon-shot had shattered. 



THE TWO ANGELS. 

Two angels, one of Life and one of Death, 
Passed o'er our village as the morning broke ; 

Tlie dawn was on their faces, and beneath. 
The sombre houses hearsed with plumes df smoka 
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Their attitude and aspect were the same, 

Alike their features and their robes of white ; 

But one was crowned with amaranth, as with flame, 
And one with asphodels, like flakes of light 

I saw them pause on their celestial way ; 

Then said I, with deep fear and doubt oppressed^ 
•* Beat not so loud, my heart, lest thou betray 

The place where thy beloved are at rest 1 " 

And he who wore the crown of asphodels, 
Descending, at my door began to knock, 

And my soul sank within me, as in wells 

The waters sink before an earthquake's shock. 

I recognized the nameless agony, 

The terror and the tremor and the pain, 

That oft before had filled or haunted me, 

And now returned with threefold strength again. 

The door I opened to my heavenly guest, 

And listened, for I thought I heard Grod's voio^ ; 

And, knowing whatsoe'er he sent was best, 
Dared neither to lament nor to rejoice. 

Then with a smile, that filled the house with light. 

" My errand is not Death, but Life," he said ; 
And ere I answered, passing out of sight, 

On his celestial embassy he sped. 

T was at thy door, O friend ! and not at mine, 

The angel with the amaranthine wreath. 
Pausing, descended, and with voice divine. 

Whispered a word that had a sound like De^th. 

Then fell upon the house a sudden gloom, 
A shadow on those features fair and thin ; 

And softly, from that hushed and darkened roomy 
Two angels issued, where but one went in. 
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All 18 of God 1 If he but wave his hand, 

The mists collect, the rain falls thick and loud, 

Tillf with a smile of lir;ht on sea and land, 
Lo I he looks back from the departing cloud. 

Anjrels of Life and Death alike are his ; 

Without his leave they pass no threshold o'er; 
Who, then, would wish or dare, believing this, 

Against his messengers to shut the door ? 



DAYLIGHT AND MOONLIGHT. 

In broad daylight, and at noon, 
Yesterday I saw the moon 
Sailing high, but faint and white, 
As a school-boy's paper kite. 

In broad daylight, yesterday, 
I read a Poet*s mystic lay; 
And it seemed to me. at most 
As a phantom, or a ghost. 

But at length the feverish day 
Like a passion died away. 
And the night, serene and still, 
Fell on village, vale, and hill. 

Then the moon, in all her pride. 
Like a spirit glorified. 
Filled and overflowed the nighli 
With revelations of her light. 

And the Poefs song again 
Passed like music through my brain ; 
Night interpi*eted to me 
All its grace and mystery. 
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THE JEWISH CEMETERY AT NEWPORT. 

Uow strange it seems 1 These Hebrews in their 
graves, 

Close bjr the street of this fair seaport town, 
Silent beside the never-silent waves, 
At rest in all this moving up and down I 

The trees are white with dust, that o'er their sleep 
Wave their broad curtains in the south-wind's 
breath, 

While underneath such leafy tents they keep 
The long, mysterious Exodus of Death. 

And these sepulchral stones, so old and brown, 
That pave with level flags their burial-place, 

Seem like the tablets of the Law, thrown down 
And broken by Moses at the mountain's base. 

The very names recorded here are strange, 
Of foreign accent, and of different climes ; 

Alvares and Rivera interchange 

With Abraham and Jacob of old times. 

•* Blessed be God I for he created Death I " 

The mourners said, " and Death is rest and 
peace " ; 

Then ad<ied, in the certainty of faith, 
" And giveth Life that never more shall cease." 

Closed are the portals of their Synagogue, 
No Psalms of David now the silence break, 

No Rabbi reads the ancient Decalogue 
In the grand dialect the Prophets spake. 

Gone are the living, but the dead remain, 
And not neglected ; for a hand unseen, 
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Scattering its bounty, like a summer rain, 

btill keeps their graves and their remembrance 
green. 

How came they here? What burst of Christian 
hate, 

What persecution, merciless and blind, 
Drove o'er the sea — that desert desolate — 
Thene Ishmaels and Uagars of mankind ? 

They lived in narrow streets and lanes obscure. 
Ghetto and Judenstrass, in mirk and mire ; 

Taught in the school of patience to endure 
The life of anguish and the death of fire. 

All their lives lonjr, with the unleavened bread 
And bitter herbs of exile and its fears. 

The wasting famine of the heart they fed. 

And slaked its thirst with marah of their tears. 

Anathema maranatha I was the cry 

That rang from town to town, from street to street , 
At every gate the accursed Monlecai 

Was mocked and jeered, and spurned by Chri» 
tian feet. 

Pride and humiliation hand in hand 

Walked with them through the world where'ei 
they went ; 

Trampled and beaten were they as the sand. 
And yet unshaken as the continent. 

For in the background figures vague and vast 
Of patriarchs and of prophets rose sublime, 

And all the great traditions of the Past 
They saw refiect<^ iu the coming time. 

And thus for ever with reverted look 
The mystic volume of the world they read, 
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Spelling it backward, like a Hebrew book, 
Till life became a Legend of the Dead. 

But ab I what once has been shall be no more \ 
The groaning earth in travail and in pain 

Brings forth its races, but does not restore, 
Aud the dead nations never rise again. 



OLIVER BASSELIN. 

In the Valley of the Vire 

Still is seen an ancient mill, 
With its gables quaint and ({ueer, 
And '"^^neath the window-sill, 
On the stone, 
These words alone : 
" Oliver Basselin lived here." 

Far above it, on the steep, 

Ruined stands the old Chftteau ; 
Nothing but the donjon-keep 
Left for shelter or for show. 
Its vacant eyes 
Stare at the skies. 
Stare at the valley green and deep. 

Once a convent, old and brown, 

Looked, but ah ! it looks no more. 
From the neighboring hillside down 
On the rushing and the roar 
Of the stream 
Whose sunny gleam 
Cheers the iitde Norman town. 

In that darksome mill of stone, 
Trt thft watAr*» (lash and din. 
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Careless, bumble, and unknown. 
Sang tbe poet Basselin 
Songs that fill 
That ancient mill 
With a splendor of its own. 

Never feeling of unrest 

Broke the pleasant dream be dreamed ; 
Only made to be his nest, 
All the lovely valley seemed ; 
No desire 
Of soaring higher 
Stirred or fluttered in his breast. 

True, his songs were not divine ; 

Were not songs of that high art, 
Which, as winds do in the pine, 
Find an answer in each heart ; 
But the mirth 
Of this green earth 
Laughed and revelled in bis line. 

From the alehouse and the inn, 
Opening on the narrow street. 
Came the loud, convivial din, 
Singing and applause of feet, 
The laugh. ng lays 
That in those days 
Sang the poet Basselin. 

In the castle, cased in steel, 

Knights, who fought at Agincourt, 
Watched and waited, spur on heel ; 
But the poet saiig for sport 
Songs that rang 
Another clang. 
Songs that lowlier hearts could feel. 

In the convent, clad in gray, 
Sat the monks in lonely cells 
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Paced the cloisters, knelt to pray, 
And the poet heanl their bells ; 

But his rhymes 

Found other chimes, 
Nearer to the earth than they. 

Gone are all the barons bold, 

Gone are all the kni^rhts and squires. 
Gone the abbot stem and cold, 
And the brotherhood of friars ; 
Not a name 
Remains to fame, 
From those mouldering days of old I 

But the \ioet*8 memory here 

Of the landscape makes a part ; 
Like the river, swift and clear. 

Flows his song through many a heart ; 
Haunting still 
That ani'ient mill, 
In the Valley of the Vire. 



VICTOR GALBRAITH. 

Unt>er the walls of Monterey 

At daybreak the bugles began to play, 

Victor Galbraith 1 
In the mist of the morning damp and gray, 
These "were the words they seemed to say : 

" Come forth to thy death, 

Victor Galbraith I " 

Forth he came, with a martial tread , 
Firm was his step, erect his head ; 

Victor Galbraith, 
Ho who so well the bugle played, 
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Could not mistake the words it said : 
" Come forth to thy death, 
Victor Galbraith 1 " 

He looked at the earth, he looked at the sky, 
He looked at the files of musketry, 

Victor Galbraith I 
And he said, with a steady voice and eye, 
" Take pood aim ; I am ready to die I " 

Thus challenges death 

Victor Galbraith. 

Twelve fiery tongues flashed straight and red^ 
Six leaden balls on their errand sped ; 

Victor Galbraith 
Falls to the ground, but he is not dead ; 
His name was not stamped on those balls of lead 

And they only scath 

Victor Galbraith. 

Three balls are in his breast and brain. 
But he rises out of the dust again, 

Victor (ialbraith I 
The water he drinks has a bloody stain ; 
** O kill me, and put me out of my pain I ** 

In his agony prayeth 

Victor Galbraith. 

Forth dart once more those tongues of flame. 
And the bugler has died a death of shame, 

Victor Galbraith 1 
His soul has gone back to whence it came, 
And no one answers to the name. 

When the Sergeant saith, 

" Victor Galbraith I " 

Under the walls of Monterey 
By night a bugle is heard to play, 
Victor Galbraith 1 
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Through the mist of the valley damp and gray 
The sentinels hear the sound, and say, 

** That is the wraith 

Of Victor Galbraithl'' 



Often I think of the beautiful town 

That is seated by the sea ; 
Of\en in thought go up and down 
The pleasant streets of that dear old town. 
And my youth comes back to me. 
And a verse of a Lapland song 
Is haunting my memory still : 
" A boy*8 will is the wind's will, 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts." 

I can see the shadowy lines of its trees, 

And catchf in sudden gleams, 
The sheen of the fai^surrounding seas, 
And islands that were the llesperides 
Of all my boyish dreams. 
And the burden of that old song. 
It murmurs and whispers still : 
" A boy's will is the wind's will. 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts,** 

I remember the black wharves and the slips, 

And the sea-tides tossinor free ; 
And Spanish sailors with bearded lips. 
And the beauty and mystery of the ships, 
And the magic of the sea. 

And the voice of that wayward song 



MY LOST YOUTH. 




And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts.*' 
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I remember the bulwarks by the shore, 

And the fort upon the hill ; 
The sun-rise gun, with its hollow roar, 
The drum-beat repeated o'er and o*er, 
And the bugle wild and shrill. 
And the music of that old song 
Throbs in my memory still : 
" A boy's will is the wind's will, 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts 

I remember the sea-fight far away, 
How it thundered o'er the tide I 
And the dead captains, as they lay 
In their graves, o'erlooking the tranquil bay, 
Where they in battle died. 
And the sound of that mournful song 
Goes through me with a thrill : 
" A boy's will is the wind's will. 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts.** 

I can see the breezy dome of groves, 
The shadows of Deering's Woods ; 
And the friendships old and the early loves 
Come back with a sabbath sound, as of doves 
In quiet neighborhoods. 

And the verse of that sweet old song, 
It flutters and murmurs still : 
" A boy's will is the wind's will. 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thought!^*' 

I remember the gleams and glooms that dart 

Across the schoolboy's brain ; 
The song and the silence in the heart. 
That in part are prophecies, and in part 
Are longings wild and vain. 
And me voice of that fitful song 
Sings on, and is never still : 
** A boy's will is the wind's will, 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts/' 
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There are things of which I may not speak ; 

There are dreams that cannot die ; 
There are thoughts that make the strong heart weak. 
And bring a pallor into the cheek, 
And a mist before the eye. 

And the words of that fatal song 
Come over me like a chill : 
" A boy*s will is the wind's will, 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughti.* 

Strange to me now are the forms I meet 

When I visit the dear old town ; 
But the native air is pure and sweet, 
And the trees that overshadow each well-known 
street, 

As they balance up and down. 
Are singing the beautiful song. 
Are sighing and whispering still : 
" A boy's will is the wind's will, 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts." 

And Deering's Woods are fresh and fair. 

And with joy that is almost pain 
My heart goes back to wander there. 
And among the dreams of the days that were, 
I find my lost youth again. 

And the strange and beautiful song, 
The groves are repeating it still : 
" A boy's will is the wind's will. 
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts." 



THE ROPEWALK. 

In that building, long and low, 
With its windows all a-row, 
Like the port-holes ef a hulk« 
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Human spiders spin and spin, 
Backward down their threads so thin 
Dropping, each a hempen bulk. 

At the end, an open door ; 
Squares of sunshine on the floor 



And the whirring of a wheel, 
Dull and drowsy, makes me feel 
All its spokes are in my brain. 

As the spinners to the end 
Downward go and reascend, 

Gleam the long threads in the sun ; 
While within this brain of mine 
Cobwebs brighter and more fine 

By the busy wheel are spun. 

Two fair maidens in a swing, 
Like white doves upon the wing, 



Laughing, as their gentle hands 
Closely clasp the twisted strands, 
At their shadow on the grass. 

Then a booth of mountebanks. 
With its smell of tan and planks, 

And a girl poised high m air 
On a cord, in spanorled dress. 
With a faded loveliness, 

And a weary look of care. 

Then a homestead among farms, 
And a woman with bare arms 

Drawing water from a well ; 
As the bucket mounts apace. 
With it mounts her own fair face, 

As at some magician's spell. 




First before 
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Then an old man in a tower, 
Bin^ng loud the noontide hour, 

While the rope coils round and round 
Like a serpent at his feet. 
And again, in swifl retreat, 

Nearly lifts him fiom the ground. 

Then within a prison-yard, 
Faces fixed, and stern, and hard, 

Laughter and indecent mirth ; 
Ah I it is the gallows-tree I 
Breath of Christian charity. 

Blow, and sweep it from the earth I 

Then a school-boy, with his kite 
Gleanung in a sky of light. 

And an eager, upward look ; 
Steeds pursued through lane and field ; 
Fowlers with their snares concealed ; 

And an angler by a brook. 

Ships rejoicing in the breeze, 
Wrecks that float o'er unknown seas. 

Anchors dragged through faithless sand ; 
Sea-fog drifting overhead. 
And, with lessening line and lead, 

Sailors feeling for the land. 

All these scenes do I behold, 
These, and many left untold. 

In that building long and low ; 
While the wheel goes round and round, 
With a drowsj, dreamy sound, 

And the spmners backward 
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THE GOLDEN MILE-STONE. 

Leafless are the trees ; their purple branches 
Spread themselves abroad, like reefs of coral, 

Rising silent 
In the Red Sea of the Winter sunset. 

From the hundred chimneys of the village, 
Like the Afreet in the Arabian story. 

Smoky columns 
Tower alofl into the air of amber. 

At the window winks the flickering fire-light ; 
Here and there the lamps of evening glimmer 

Social watcn-fires 
Answering one another through the darkness 

On the hearth the lighted logs are glowing. 
And like Ariel in the cloven pine-tree 

For its freedom 
Groans and sighs the air imprisoned in them 

By the fireside there are old men seated, 
Seeing ruined cities in the ashes, 

Asking sadly 
Of the Past what it can ne*er restore them. 

By the fireside there are youthful dreamers, 
Building castles fair, with stately stairways, 

Asking blindly 
Of the Future what it cannot give them. 

By the fires' ie tragedies are acted 

In whose s( enes appear two actx)rs only, 

Wife and husband. 
And above them God the sole spectator. 



I 
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By the fireside there are peace and comfort, 
Wives and children, with fair, thoughtful faces, 

Waiting, watching 
For a well-known footstep in the passage. 

Each man's chimney is his Golden Mile-stone ; 
I3 the central point, from which he measures 

Every distance 
Through the gateways of the world around him. 

In his farthest wanderings stUl he sees it ; 

Hears the talking fiame, the answering night-wind^ 

As he heard them 
When he sat with those who were, but are not 

Happy he whom neither wealth nor fashion. 
Nor the march of the encroaching city, 

Drives an exile 
From the hearth of his ancestral homestead. 

We may build more splendid habitations, 

Fill our rooms with paintings and with scalptnreai 

But we cannot 
Buy with gold the old associations ! 



CATAWBA WINK 

This song of mine 
Is a Song of the Vine, 

To be sung by the glowing embers 
Of wayside inns. 
When the rain begins 

To darken the drear Novembers. 

It is not a song 

Of the Scuppemong, 
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From warm Carolinian vallejs, 

Nor the Isabel 

And the Muscadel 
That bask in our garden alleys. 

Nor the red Mustang, 

Whose clusters hang 
O'er the waves of the Colorado, 

And the fiery flood 

Of whose purple blood 
Has a dash of Spanbh bravada 

For richest and best 

Is the wine of the West, 
That grows by the Beautiful lUver; 

Whose sweet perfume 

Fills all the room 
With a benison on the ^ver. 

And as hollow trees 
Are the haunts of bees, 
For ever ^oing and coming ; 
So this crystal hive 
Is all alive 

With a swarming and buzzing and hnmming* 

Very good in its way 

Is the Verzenay, 
Or the Sillery soft and creamy ; 

But Catawba wine 

Has a taste more divine, 
More dulcet, delicious, and dreamy 

There grows no vine 

By the haunted Rhine, 
By Danube or Guadalquivir, 

Nor on island or cape. 

That bears such a grape • 
As grows by the Beautuul jBLLver. 
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Drugged is their juice 

For foreign use, 
When shipped o'er the reeling Atlantic, 

To rack our brains 

With the fever pains, 
That have driven the Old World frantiCi 

To the sewers and sinks 

With all such drinks. 
And after them tumble the mixer ; 

For a poison malign 

Is such Borgia wine, 
Or at best but a Devil's Elixir. 

While pure as a spring 

Is the wine I sing. 
And to praise it, one needs but name it ; 

For Catawba wine 

Has need of no sign, 
No tavern-bush to proclaim it 

And this Song of the Vine, 

This greeting of mine. 
The winds and the birds slmll deliver 

To the Queen of the West, 

In her garlands dressed. 
On the banks of the Beautiful River. 



SANTA FILOMENA. 

Whene'er a noble deed is wrought, 
Whene'er is spoken a noble thought, 

Our hearts, in glad surprise, 

To higher levels rise. 

The tidal wave of deeper souls 
Into our inmost being rolls. 
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And lif^s us unawares 
Out of all meaner cares. 

Honor to those whose words or deeds 
Thus help us in our daily needs, 
And by their overflow 
Raise us from what is low ! 

Thus thought I, as by night I read 
Of the great army of the dead, 
The trenches cold and dsimp. 
The starved and frozen camp, — 

The wounded from the battle-plain, 
In dreary hospitals of pain, 

The cheerless corridors. 

The cold and stony floors. 

Lo I in that house of misery 

A lady with a lamp I see 

Pass through the glimmering gloom, 
And flit from room to room. 

And slow, as in a dream of bliss, 
The speechless suflerer turns to kiss 
Her shadow, as it falls 
Upon the darkening walls. 

As if a door in heaven should be 
Opened and then closed suddenly, 
The vision came and went. 
The light shone and was spent 

On England's annals, through the long 
Hereafter of her speech and song. 

That light its rays shall cast 

From portals of the past 

A Lady with a Lamp shall stand 
In the great liistory of the land, 
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A noble type of good, 
Heroic womanhood. 

Nor even shall be wanting here 
The palm, the lily, and the spear, 

The symbols that of yore 

Saint Filomeua bore. 



THE DISCOVERER OF THE NORTH 
CAPE. 

A LEAF FROM EJNQ ALFRED'S OROSIUS. 

Others, the old sea-captain, 

Who dwelt in Helgoland, 
To King Alfred, the Lover of Truth, 
Brought a snow-white walrus-tooth. 

Which he held in his brown right hand. 

His figure was tall and stately. 
Like a boy's his eye appeared ; 

His hair was yellow as hay, 

But threads of a silvery oray 
Gleamed in his tawny oeard. 

Hearty and hale was Othere, 
His cheek had the color of oak ; 

With a kind of laugh in his speech, 

Like the sea-tide on a beach. 
As unto the King he spoke. 

And Alfred, King of the Saxons, 

Had a book upon his knees, 
And wrote down the wondrous tale 
Of him who was first to sail 

Into the Arctic seas. 
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" So far 1 live to the northward, 

No man lives north of me ; 
To the east are wild mountain-chainSj 
And beyond them meres and plains ; 

To the westward all is sea. 

** So far I live to the northward, 
From the harbor of Skeringes-hale, 



With a fair wind all the way, 
More than a month would you sai) 

" I own six hundred reindeer. 

With sheep and swine beside ; 
I have tribute from the Finns, 
Whalebone and reindeer-skins, 
• And ropes of walrus-hide. 

** I ploughed the land with horses, 



For the old seafaring men 
Came to me now and then. 

With their sagas of the seas ; — 

" Of Iceland and of Greenland, 

And the stormy Hebrides, 
And the undiscovered deep ; — 
I could not eat nor sleep 

For thinking of thpse seas. 

" To the northward stretched the dtisert, 

How far I fain would know ; 
So at last I sallied forth, 
And three days sailed due north. 
As far as the whale-ships go. 

" To the west of me was the ocean. 

To the right the desolate shore, 
But I did not slacken sail 
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For the walrus or the whale, 
Till after three days more. 

" The days grew longer and longe 

Till they became as one, 
And southward through the hazt 
I saw the sullen blaze 

Of the red midnight sun. 

" And then uprose before me, 

Upon the water's edge, 
The nuge and haggard shape 
Of that unknown North Cape, 

Whose form is like a wedge. 

" The sea was rough and stormy, 

The tempest howled and wailea 
And the sea-fog, like a ghost, 
Haunted that dreary coast, 

But onward still I sailed. 

" Four days I steered to eastward 

Four days without a night : 
Round in a fiery ring 
Went the great sun, O King, 

With red and lurid light." 

Here Alfred, King of the Saxons, 

Ceased writing for a while ; 
And raised his eyes from his book* 
With a strange and puzzled look, 

And an incredulous smile. 

But Othere, the old sea-captain. 

He neither paused nor stirred, 
Till the King listened, and then 
Once more took up his pen, 

And wrote down every word. 
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" And now the land," said Othere, 
" Bent southward suddenly, 

And I followed the curving shore 

And ever southward bore 
Into a nameless sea. 

** And there we hunted the walrus, 
The narwhale, and the seal ; 

Ha I 't was a noble game 1 

And like the lightning's flame 
Flew our harpoons of steeL 

" There were six of us all together, 

Norsemen of Helgoland ; 
In two days and no more 
We killed of them threescore, 

And dragged them to the strand I* 

Here Alfred the Truth-Teller 

Suddenly closed his book, 
And lifted his blue eyes, 
With doubt and strange surmise 

Depicted in their look. 

And Othere the old sea-captain 
Stared at him wild and weird, 
Then smiled, till his shining teeth 
Gleamed white from underneath 
His tawny, quivering beard. 

And to the King of the Saxons, 

In witness of the truth, 
Raising his noble head. 
He stretched his brown hand, and said, 

«( Behold this walrus-tooth ! '* 
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DAYBREAK. 

A WIND came up out of the sea, 

And said, O mists, make room for me." 

It hailed the ships, and cried, " Sail on, 
Ye mariners, the night is gone." 

And hurried landward far away, 
Crying, " Awake ! it is the day." 

It said unto the forest, " Shout ! 
Hang all your leafy banners out ! " 

It touched the wood-bird's folded wing, 
And said, " O bird, awake and sing." 

And o'er the farms, " O chanticleer, 
Your clarion blow ; the day is near." 

It whispered to the fields of com, 

" Bow down, and hail the coming morn." 

It shouted through the belfry-tower, 
" Awake, O bell 1 proclaim the hour." 

It crossed the churchyard with a sigh. 
And said, Not yet I in quiet lie." 
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THE FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY OF AGASSIZ 
Mat 28, 1857. 

If was fifty years ago 

In the pleasant month of May, 

In the beautiful Pays de Vaud, 
A child in its cradle lay. 

And Nature, the old nurse, took 

The child upon her knee. 
Saying : " Here is a story-book 

Thy Father has written for thee." 

" Come, wander with me,** she said, 

** Into regions yet untrod ; 
And read what is still unread 

In the manuscripts of God.** 

And he wandered away and away 
With Nature, the dear old nurse, 

Who sang to him night and day 
The rhymes of the universe. 

And whenever the way seemed long. 

Or his heart began to fail, 
She would sing a more wonderful song, 

Or tell a more marvellous tale. 

So she keeps him still a child. 

And will not let him go, 
Though at times his heart beats wild 

For the beautiful Pays de Vaud ; 

Though at times he hears in his dreami 
The Kanz des Vaches of old, 

And the rush of mountain streams 
From glaciers clear and cold : 
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And the mother at home says, Hark 1 
For his voice I listen and jeam ; 

It is growing late and dark, 
And my boy does not return I * 



CHILDREN. 

Come to me, O ye children I 

For I hear you at your play, 
And the questions that perplexed me 

Have vanished quite away. 

Ye open the eastern windows, 

That look towards the sun, 
Where thoughts are singing swallows 

And the brooks of morning run. 

In your hearts are the birds and the ftonshinei 
In your thoughts the brooklet's flow, 

But in mine is the wind of Autumn 
And the first fall of the snow. 

Ah I what would the world be to us 

If the children were no more ? 
We should dread the desert behind us 

Worse than the dark before. 

What the leaves are to the forest, 

With light and air for food. 
Ere their sweet and tender juices 

Have been hardened into wood,-^ 

That to the world are children ; 

Through them it feels the ^low 
Of a brighter and sunnier clunate 

Than reaches the trunks below 
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Come to me, O je children I 

And whisper m my ear 
What the birds and the winds are singmg 

In your sunny atmosphere. 

For what are all our contrivings, 
And the wisdom of our books, 

When compared with your caresses, 
And the gladness of your looks ? 

Ye are better than all the ballads 
That ever were sung or said ; 

For ye are living poems, 
And all the rest are dead. 



— ^ SANDALPHON. 

Have you read in the Talmud of old. 
In the Legends the Rabbins have told 

Of the limitless realms of the air, 
Have you read it, — the marvellous story 
Of Sandalphon, the Angel of Glory, 

Sandalpnon, the Angel of Prayer ? 

How, erect, at the outermost gates 
Of the City Celestial he waits. 

With his feet on the ladder of light, 
That, crowded with angels unnumbered. 
By Jacob was seen, as he slumbered 

Alone in the desert at night ? 

The Angels of Wind and of Fjre 
Chaunt only one hymn, and expire 

With the song's irresistible stress ; 
Expire in their rapture and wonder. 
As narp-strings are broken asundei 

By music they throb to express. 



Digitized by 



SANDALPHOK 



S99 



But serene in the rapturous thron 
Unmoved by the rush of the song, 

With eyes unimpassioned and slow, 
Among the dead anj^els, the deathless 
Sandalphon stands listening breathless 

To sounds that ascend from below ; — 

From the spirits on earth that adore, 
From the souls that entreat and implore 

In the fervor and passion of prayer ; 
From the hearts that are broken with losses. 
And weary with dragging the crosses 

Too heavy for mortals to bear. 

And he g ather s the prayers as he stands, 
And they ^Bange into flowers in his hands, 

Into garlands of purple and red ; 
And beneath the great arch of the portal, 
Through the streets of the City Immortal 

Is wafted the fragrance they shed. 

It is but a legend, I know, — 
A fable, a phantom, a show. 

Of the ancient Rabbinical lore ; 
Yet the old mediaeval tradition. 
The beautiful, strange superstition, 

But haunts me and holds me the more. 

When I look from my window at night, 
And the welkin above is all white. 

All throbbing and panting with stars, 
Amon^ them majestic is standing 
Sandalphon the an^el, expanding 

His pinions in nebulous bars. 

And the legend, I feel, is a part 
Of the hunger and thirst of the heart. 
The frenzy and fire of the brain, 
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That grasps at the fruitage forbidden. 
The golden pomegranates of Eden, 
To quiet its fever and pain. 



EPIMETHEUS, 

OR THE POET»S AFTERTHOUGHT. 

Have I dreamed ? or was it real, 

What I saw as in a vision, 
When to marches hymeneal 
In the land of the Ideal 

Moved my thought o'er Fields Elysian ? 

What I are these the guests whose glances 
Seemed like sunshine gleaming round me ? 

These the wild, bewildering fancies, 

That with dithyrambic dances 
As with magic circles bound me ? 

Ah I how cold are their caresses ! 

Pallid cheeks, and haggard bosoms I 
Spectral gleam their snow-white dresses, 
Ajid from loose, dishevelled tresses 

Fall the hyacinthine blossoms ! 

O my songs I whose winsome measures 
Filled my heart with secret rapture I 

Children of my golden leisures ! 

Must even your delights and pleasures 
Fade and perish with the capture ? 

Fair they seemed, those songs sonorous, 

When they came to me unbidden ; 
Voices sin^e, and in chorus, 
Like the wild birds singing o'er us 
In the dark of branches hidden 
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Disenchantment I Disillusion 1 

Must each noble aspiration 
Come at last to this conclusion, 
Jarring discord, wild confusion, 

Lassitude, renunciation ? 

Not with steeper fall nor faster, 
From the sun's serene dominions, 

Not through brighter realms nor vaster. 

In swift ruin and disaster, 
Icarus fell with shattered pinions I 

Sweet Pandora I dear Pandora ! 

Why did mighty Jove create thee 
Coy as Thetis, fair as Flora, 
Beautiful as voung Aurora, 

If to win thee is to hate thee ? 

No, not hate thee ! for this feeling 

Of unrest and long resistance 
Is but passionate appealing, 
A prophetic whisper stealing 

0*er the chords of our existence. 

Him whom thou dost once enamour, 

Thou, beloved, never leavest ; 
In life's discord, strife, and clamor, 
Stills he feels thy spell of glamour ; 

Him of Hope thou ne'er bereavest 

Weary hearts by thee are lifted. 

Struggling souls by thee are strengthenod, 
Clouds of fear asunder rifted, 
Truth from falsehood cleansed and sifted. 

Lives, like days in summer, lengthened ! 

Therefore art thou ever dearer, 

O my Sibyl, my deceiver 1 
For thou makest each mystery clearer, 
VOL. I. 26 
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And the unattained seems nearer, 
When thou fillest my heart with fever I 

Muse of all the Gifls and Graces I 

Though the fields around us wither, 
There are ampler realms and spaces, 
Where no foot has left its traces : 
Let us turn and wander thither I 
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NOTEa 



Pige 166. Jm Lope 



de nn Bfpi^ol sentado no se templa, 
sino le repraaentaQ en doe horaa 
hasta el final juicio desde el Genesis." 



rag^ 108. AOemnmcto WdanM, 
Digo. Senora, respondid Sanobo. lo que tengo dioho, 
aae de los azotes abemuncio. AbreDancio, mib^ de 
oecir, Sancbo, y no como decis, dno el Duque.** — Dm 
Quixote, Part XL cb. 86. 

Page 168. Fray CarriOo, 

Tbe allusion bere is to a Spanish Epigram. 



^^Siempie Fray OarrUlo eette 
oans^ndonoe ao4 fuera; 
quien en tu eelda estuyiera 
para no Terte ^unas! " 

BitU de Faber. fYorMte, No. 611. 



This is from an Italian popular song. 

" * Padre Francesco, 

Padre Francesco!* 
— Gosa Tolete del Padre Francesco— 

* y h una bella ragasdua 

Che si mole confessar! * 
Fatte V entrare, flttte 1' entrare! 
Che la Toglio confessare." 

Kopisch. VolkstMhnliche PoeHen aus alien Mund 
eurten ItaUens u»d tekur ^%$eli^ p. 194. 

Page 170. Ave I cujua ccdcem clare. 

From a monkish hymn of the twelfth century, in Sir 
Alexander Croke's £88ay on the Origin^ Progreu, and 
DecUne of Rhyming Latin Verte^ p. 109. 

Page 177. The gold of the BusnS. 

Busn^ is the name given by the Cpsies to all who are 
not of their race. 



Page 168. Padre Francieco. 




406 NOTES. 
Page 177. OimrU of (he CaUt, 

The Gipsies call themselves Cal4s. See Borrow*8 val 
nable and extremely interesting work, The ZincaU; or an 
Account of ihe Gipsies in Spain, London, 1841. 

Page 180. Asks if Us money-bags toovld rise, 

" i I volvi^ndome & xm lado, & un Avariento, que 
estaba preguntando k otro, (que por haber sido embaba' 
mado, y estar l^xos bus tripas no hablaba, porque no 
habian llegado si habian de resncitar aquel dia toaos los 
enterrados) si resacitarian unos bolsones suyos? 
Sueno de las Calaveras, 

Pa^e 181. And amen! said my Gd Campeador, 

A hne from the ancient Poema del Od, 

((Amen, dizo Mio Cid el Campeador." 

line 8014. 

Page 182. The river of his thoughts. 
This expression is from Dante; 

ai cne cniaro 
Per essa seenda della mente il flume." 

Byron has likewise used the expression; though I do 
not recollect in which of his poems. 
Page 182. Mari Franca, 

A common Spanish proverb, used to turn aside a quet 
tion one does not wish to answer ; 

Porque casd Marl Franca 
quatro leguaa de Salamanca." 

Page 183. Jy, soft, emerald eyes. 

The Spaniards, witn good reason, consider this color of 
the eye as beautiful, and celebrate it in song; as, for ex- 
ample, in the well-known VUlancico! 

"Ay qjnelos verdes, 
ay los mis ojuelos, 
ay hagan los cieloe 
que de mi te acuerdes ! 

Tengo eonflanza 
de mia verdes qjos." 

Biihl de Faber. Floresta, No. 266. 

Dante speaks of Beatrice*8 eyes as emeralds. PurgO" 
k>riOj XXXI. 116. Lami says, in his Annoiazionif " Erano i 
Buoi occhi d' un turchmo yerdiccio, simile a quel del 
mare.'* 

Page 184. The Avenmng Child, 
See the ancient Ballads of El InfawU Vengador, and 
Oalaynos. 
Page 185. AU are sleeping. 
From the Spaaish. Em's floresta,l[o, 292. 
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Page 197. Good mghi. 

Frvm the Spanish ; as are likewise the songs imme- 
diately following, and that which commences the first 
scene of Act III. 

Page 211. The evil eye, 

" In the Gitano language, casting the evil eye is called 
Querelar nasulay which simply means making sick and 
which, according to the common superstition, is ac3om- • 

Slished by casting an evil look at people, especially chil- 
ren, who, from the tenderness of their constitution, are 
supposed to be more easily blighted than those of a more 
mature age. After receiving the evil glance, they faU 
sick, and die in a few hours. 

" The Spaniards have very little to say respecting the 
evil eye, though the belief m it is very prevalent, espe- 
cially "in Andalusia, amongst the lower orders. A stag's 
horn is considered a good safeguard, and on that account 
a small horn, tipped with oilvor, io rroquontly attached to 
tiie children's necks by means of a cord braided from the 
hair of a black mare's tail. Should the evil glance be 
oast, it is imagined that the horn receives it, and mstantly 
snaps asunder. Such horns may be purchased in some 
of the silversmiths' shops at Seville." 

Borrow' 8 ZincaU. Vol. I. ch. ix. 
Page 211. On the top of a mountain 1 stand. 
This and the following scraps of song are from Borrow's 
Zmcali; or an Account of (he Gipsies in Spain. 

The Gipsy words in the same scene may be thus intei^ 
preted: 

John-DoradoSj pieces of gold. 

PigeoUy a simpleton. 

In your morocco^ stripped. 

Doves, sheets. 

Moon, a shirt. 

ChirmUy a thief. 

MurciaaUeroSy those who steal at night-fall. 

RattiUeroSy foot-pads. 

ffermiiy highway-robber. 

PlanetSy candles. 

OommandmentSy the fingers. 

Saint Martin akeepy to rob a person asleep. 

LaniemSy eyes. 

GobUn, police officer. 

PapagayOy a spy. 

Vineyards and Dancing Johny to take flight 
Page 220. If thou art sleepingy maiden. 
From the Spanish; as is likewise the song of the Con- 
trabandist, on page 160. 
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P&ge 234. AU (he Foretters o/Flandert. 

The title of Foresters was given to the early govenwn 
of Flanders, appointed by the kings of France. Lydericfc 
du Bucq, in the days of Clotaire the Second, was the first 
of them; and Beaudoin Bras-de-Fer, who stole away the 
fiur Judith, daughter of Charles the Bald, from the Frencb 
court, and married her in Bruges, was the last After 
him, the title of Forester was changed to that of Count 
Philippe d* Alsace, Guy de Dampierre, and Louis de 
Cr^cy, coming later in the order of time, were therefore 
rather Counts than Forestors. Philippe went twice to the 
Holy Land as a Crusader, and died of the plague at St 
Jean-d'Acre, shortly after the capture of the city by the 
Christians. Guy de Dampierre died in the prison of 
Compi^gne. Louis de Cr^y was son and successor of 
Robert de B^thune, who strangled his wife, Yolande de 
Bourgogne, with the bridle of nis horse, for having poi- 
T^rs, Ohartes, his son by his 

first wife, Blanche d'Ai\jou. 

Page 234. Stately dames^ like queens attended. 

When Philippe-le-Bel, king of France, visited Flanders 
with his queen, she was so astonished at the magnificence 
of the dames of Bruges, that she exclaimed, — **Je croyais 
6tre seule reine ici, mais il paralt que ceux de Flandre 
qui se trouvent dans nos prisons sont tons des princes, 
car leurs femmes sont habiQ^ comme des princesses et 
des reines.*' 

When the burgomasters of Ghent, Bruges, and Ypres 
went to Paris to pay homage to King John^ in 1361, they 
were received witn great pomp and distinction; but, being 
invited to a festival, thej observed that their seats at table 
were not furuishea with cushions; whereupon, to make 
known their displeasure at this want of regara to their 
dignitv, they folded their richly embroidered cloaks and 
seatea themselves upon them. On rising from table, 
they left thehr cloaks behind them, and, being informea 
o' their apparent forgetfulness, Simon van Eertrycko, 
burgomaster of Bruges, replied,—" We Flemings are not 
in the habit of carrying away our cushions after dinner.** 
Page 234. Knights who bore ike Fleece cf Gold, 
Philippe de Bourgogne. sumamed Le Bon, espoused 
Isabella of Portugal, on the 10th of January. 1480; and 
•n the same day instituted the famous order or the Fleece 
of Gold. 

Page 284. I beheld ^e aenOe Mary, 

Marie de Valois, Dnchees of Burgundy, was left by 
the death of her father, Charles-Ie-Tem^raire, at the age 
of twenty, the richest heiress of Europe. She came to 
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Bruges, as Countess of Flanders, m 1477, aiid in the same 
jroar was married by proxy to the Archduke Maximilian. 
According to the custom of the time, the Duke of Ba- 
varia, Maximilian^s substitute, slept with the princess 
They were both in complete dress, separated by a naked 
sword, and attended by four armed guards. Slarie was 
adored by her subjects for her gentleness and her many 
other virtues. 

Maximilian was son of the Emperor Frederick the 
Third, and is the same person mentioned afterwards in 
the poem of Nuremberg as the Kaiser Maximilian, and 
the hero of Pfinzing's poem of Teuerdank. Having been 
imprisoned by the revolted burghers of Bruges, they re- 
fused to release him, till he consented to kneel in the 
public square, and to swear on the Holy Evangelists and 
the body of Saint Donatus, that he would not take ven- 
geance upon them for their rebellion. 
Page 235. The bloody battle of ike Sjmrs of Gold, 
This battle, the most memorable m Flemish history, 
was fought under the walls of Gourtray, on the 1 1th of 
July, 1302, between the French and tlie Flemings, the 
former commanded by Robert, Comte d'Artois, and the 
latter by Guillaume de Jullers, and Jean, Comte de Na- 
mur. The French army was completely routed, with a 
loss of twenty thousand infantry and seven tnousand 
cavahry; among whom were sixty-three princes, dukes, 
and counts, seven hundred lords-banneret, and eleven 
hundred noblemen. The flower of the French nobility 
perished on that day. to which history has given the name 
of the Joumee des Eperoru d' Or^ from the great number 
of golden spurs found on the field of battle. Seven hun- 
dred of them were hung up as a trophy in the church of 
Notre Dame de Courtray; and, as the cavaliers of that 
day wore but a single spur each, these vouched to God 
for the violent and bloody death of seven hundred of his 
creatures. 

Page 236. Saw thefghi cA JUitmewater. 

When the inhabitants of Bruges were digging a canal 
at Alinnewater, to bring the waters of me Lys firom 
Deynze to their city, they were attacked and routed by 
the citizens of Ghent, whose commerce would have been 
much injured by the canal. They were led by Jean 
Lyons, captain of a military company at Ghent, caUad 
the Chaperons Blanct, He niad great sway over uie tur- 
bulent populace, who, in those prosperous times of the 
city, ^ned an easy livelihood by laboring two or three 
days m the week, and had the 'remaining four or five 
to devote to public affairs. The fight at Minnewater 
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was followed by open rebellion against Louis de Maele 
the Count of Flanders and Protector of Bruges. Hii 
superb chateau of Wondelghem was pillacjed and burnt. 



entered in triumph, with Lyons mounted at their head 
A few days afterwards he died suddenly, perhaps by 
poison. 

Meanwhile the insurgents received a check at the vil- 
lage of Nev^le; and two hundred of tliem perished in 
the church, which was burned by the Count's orders. 
One of the chiefs, Jean de Lannoy, took refuge in the 
belfry. From the summit of the tower, he held forth his 
purse filled with gold, and begged for deliverance. It was 
m vain. His enemies cried to him from below to save 
himself as best he might; and. half suffocated with smoke 
and flame, he threw himself from the tower and perished 
at their feet. Peace was soon afterwards established, and 
the Count retired to faithful Bruges. 

Page 235. Tlie Golden Dragon's nesL 

The Golden Dragon, taken from the church of St. So- 
phia, at Constantinople, in one of the Crusades, and 
placed on the belfry of Bruges, was afterwards transported 
to Client by Phihp van Artevelde, and still adorns the 
belfry of that city. 

The inscription on the alarm-bell at Ghent is, " M^^nen 
naem is Roland; als ik Jdep is er brand and als ik luytser 
victoriein het landJ*^ My name is Roland; when I toll 
there is fire, and when I ring there is victory in the land. 

Page 243. Thai Uieir great imperial city stretched iia 
hand Uirough every clime. 

An old popular proverb of the town runs thus 



Page 243. Sat the poet Melchior singing Kaiser Mm- 
milian^s praise, 

Melchior Pfinzing was one of the most celebrated Ger- 
man poets of the sixteenth century. The hero of his 
TeTwrdank was the reigning emperor, Maximilian ; and the 
poem was to the Germans of that day what the Orlando 
Furioso was to the Italians. Maximilian is mentioned 
before, in the Bdfiy of Bruges. See page 365. 

Page 244. In the church of sainted Sebald sleeps en- 
shrined his holy dust. 

The tomb of Saint Sebald, in the church which bears 
his name, is one of the richest works of art in Nuremberg 



and the insurgents 




" mmberg^s Hand 
Gekt durch aUe Land.^ 
Nuremberg's hand 
Goes through every land. 
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ft is of bronze, and waa cast by Peter Vischer and hia 
«ou9, who labored upon it thirteen years. It is adorned 
with nearly one hundred figures, among which those of 
the Twelve Apostles are conspicuous for size and beauty. 

Page 244. In the church of sainted Lawrence stands a 
pix of sailplure rare. 

This pix, or tabernacle for the vessels of the sacrament, 
is by the hand of Adam Kraft. It is an exquisite piece 
of sculpture in white stone, and rises to the height of 
sixty-four feet. It stands in the choir, whose richly 
painted windows cover it with varied colors. 

Page 245. Wisest of the Tioelve Wise Masters. 

The Twelve Wise blasters was the title of the original 
corporation of the Mastersingers. Hans Sachs, the cob- 
bler of Nuremberg, though not one of the original Twelve, 
was the most renowned of the Mastersingers, as well as 
the most voluminous. He flourished in the sixteenth cen- 
tury; and left behind him thirty-four folio volumes of 
niqnTi«!r«rint. r»nntnininff two Vnindred and e'leht plflvs. one 
thousand and seven hundred comic tales, and Detween 
four and five thousand lyric poems. 

Page 245. As in Adam Puschman's song. 

Adam Puschman, in his poem on the death of Hans 
Sachs, describes him as he appeared in a vision : — 

^'Ad old man. 
Gray and white, and dove-like, 
Who had, in sooth, a great beard, 
And read in a fair, great book. 
Beautiful with golden clasps." 

Page 256. Tlie OccuUation of Orion. 

Astronomically speaking, this title is incorrect; as I 
apply to a constellation what can properly be applied to 
lome of its stars onlv. But my observation is made from 
the hill of song, and not from that of science; and will, I 
trust, be found sufficiently accurate for the present pur- 
pose. 

Page 271. Waller von der Vogeltoeide, 

Walter von der Vogelweide, or Bird-Meadow, was one 
of the principal Minnesingers of tlie thirteenth century. 
He triumplied over Heiurich von Ofterdingen in that 
poetic contest at Wartburg Castle, known in literary hia- 
tory as the War of Wartburg. 

Page 281. Like impeiiai Charlemagne. 

Charlemagne mav be called by preeminence the mon- 
iTch ol farmers. According to the German tradition, in 
'msons of great abundance, his spirit crosses the Rhine 
a golden bridge at Bingen, and blesses the cornfields 
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and the vh. wards. During his lifetime, he did not die 
dain, says MontesiiQiea, to sell the eggs from the farm 
Tutls of his domains, and the snperfluons vegetables of 
bis gardens; while he distributed among his people thfl 
weiUth of the Lombards and the Unmenso treasures of 
the Huns.'* 
Page 809. Behdfd, cA Icui, 

Each iaU and tapering tnast^ 

h swwig into its pfxKt, 
I wish to anticipate a criticism on this passage bj 
stating that sometimes, though not usually, vessels are 
launched fully rig^d and sparred. I have availed my- 
self of the exception, as better suited to my purposes 
than the general rule; but the reader will see mat it is 
neither a blunder nor a poetic license. On this subject 
a friefnd in Portland, Maine, writes me thus: — 

In this State, and also, 1 am told, in New York, ships 
are sometimes rigged upon the stocks, in order to save 

launched last smnmer at Ellsworth, fullv rigged and 
sparred. Some years ago a ship was launched here, with 
her rigging, spars, sails, and cargo aboard. She sailed 
the next oav and — was never heard of again I I hope 
this will not be the fate of your poem ! ** 
Page 817. Sir Humphrey Gilbert. 
When the wind abated and the vessels were near 
enough, the Admiral was seen constantly sitting in the 
stem, with a book in his hand. On the 9tn of September 
he was seen for the last time, and was heard by the people 
of the Hind to say, * We are as near heaven by sea as oy 
land.' In the following night, the lights of the ship sua* 
denly disappeared. The people in the other vessel kept 
A good lookout for him during the remainder of the voy- 
%ge. On the 22d of September they arrived, through 
much tempest and peril, at Falmouth. But nothing more 
was seen or heard of the Admiral." — Belknap's AmerU 
can Biography^ I. 208. 
Page 843. The Blind Girl of Castkl- Cutlk, 
Jasmin, the author of this beautiful poem, is to the 
South of France what Bums is to the South of Scotland,— 
the representative of the heart of the people,— one of 
those happy bards who are bom with their mouths ftdl 
of birds (la bouco pleno d'aouzeUms). He has written his 
own biography in a poetic form, and the simple narrative 
of his poverty, his straggles, and his triumphs, is very 
touching. He still lives at A^n, on the Garonne; and 
long may he live there to delight his native land with 
aative songs ! 
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The following description of his person and way of life 
18 taken from the graphic pages of " B^am and the Pyre* 
nees/' by Louisa Stuart Costello, whose cliarming pen 
has dcme so much to illustrate the French provinces aud 
their literature. 

At the entrance of the promenade, Du Grayier, is a 
row of small houses, — some cafes, others shops, the indi- 
cation of which is a painted cloth placed across the way, 
with the owner's name in bright gold letters, in the man- 
ner of the arcades in the streets, and their announcements. 
One of the most glaring of these was, we observed, a 
bright blue flag, bordered with gold ; on which, in large 
gold letters, appeared the name of * Jasmin, Coiffeur.* 
We entered, and were welcomed by a smiling, dark-eyed 
woman, who informed us that her husband was busy at 
that moment dressing a customer's hair, but he was de- 
sirous to receive us, and begged we would walk into his 
parlour at the back of the shop. 

^ She exhibited to us a laurel crown of gold, of delicate 
workmanship, sent from the city of Clemence Isaure, 
Toulouse, to the poet; who will probably one day take 
his place in the capitoul Next came a golden cup, with 
an inscription in his honor, given by the citizens of Auch; 
a fpld watch, chain, and seals, sent by the king. Louis 
Philippe; an emerald ring worn and presented by the 
lamented Duke of Orleans : a pearl pin, by the graceful 
Duchess, who, on the poet*8 visit to Paris accompanied 
by his son, received him in the words he puts into the 
mouth of Henri Quatre:-* 



A fine service of linen^ the offering of the town of Pau. 
after its citizens had given f5tes in his honor, and loaded 
him with caresses ana praises ; and nicknacks and jewels 
of all descriptions offered to him by lady-ambassadresses, 
and great lords: English * misses' and *miladis;' and 
French, and foreigners of all nations who did or did not 
understand Gascon. 

** All this, though startling, was not convincing. Jas- 
Tiin, the barber, might only oe a fashion, a /«rore. a ca 
price, after all ; and it was evident that he knew now to 
get up a scene well. When we had become nearly tired 
of looking over these tributes to his genius, the door 
opened, and the poet himself appeared. His manner was 



'Brabes GaseoTis! 
A moon amou per bona aou dibefl creyre : 
Bento! ben^s ey plazfe de bona beyie: 

Aproucha DOU8!* 
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free and unembarrassed, well-bred, and lively; he received 
our compliments naturally, and like one accustomed to 
homage ; said he was ill, and unfortunately too hoarse to 
read any thing to us, or should have been delighted to do 
BO. He spoke with a broad Gascon accent, and very 
rapidly and eloquently; ran over the story of his suo- 
cesses; told us that his grandfather had been a beggar, 
and all his family very poor: that he was now as rich as 
he wished to be ; his son placed in a good position at 
Kantes ; then showed us his son^s picture, ana spoke of 
his disposition, to which his brisk little wife added, that, 
though no fool, he had not his father's genius, to which 
truth Jasmin assented as a matter of course. I told him 
of having seen mention made of him in an English review; 
which he said had been sent him by Lord Durham, who 
had paid him a visit ; and then I spoke of * Me cal mouri * 
as known to me. This was enough to make him forget 
his hoarseness and every other evil : it would never do for 
me to imagine that that little song was his best com- 
position; it was merely his first; he must try to read to 
me a little of * L* Abuglo * — a few verses of * Fran^ouneto; ' 
— * You will be charmed,* said he; *but if I were well^ 
and you would give me the pleasure of your company for 
some time, if you were not merely running through Agen, 
I would kill you with weeping,-^! would make you die 
with distress for my poor Margarido,— my pretty Fran- 
90uneto I * 

" He caught up two copies of his book, from a pile 
lying on the table, and making us sit close to him, he 
pointed out the French translation on one side, which he 
told us to follow while he read in Gascon. He be^n in 
a rich, soft voice, and as he advanced, the surpnse of 
Hamlet on hearing the player-king recite the disasters of 
Hecuba was but a type of ours, to find ourselves carried 
away by the spell of his enthusiasm. His eyes swam 
in tears; he became pale and red; he trembled; he re- 
covered himself; his lace was now joyouSj now exulting, 
gay, jocose; in fact, he was twenty actors m one j he rang 
the changes fix>m Rachel to Bouffe; and he finished by 
delighting us, besides beguiling us of our tears, and over- 
whelming us with astonishment. 

Ho would have been a treasure on the stage; for he 
b still, though his first youth is past, remarkably good- 
fooking and striking; with black, sparkling eyes of in- 
tense expression; a fine, ruddy complexion; a counte- 
nance or wondrous mobility; a good figure; and action 
(till of fire and grace ; he has handsome hands, which he 
uses with infinite effect; and, on the whole, he is the best 
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aotor of the kind I ever saw. I could now quite under- 
stand what a troubadour or jongleur might be, and 1 look 
upon Jasmin as a revived specimen of that extinct race. 
Such as he is might have been Gaucelm Faidit, of Avie- 
Qon, the friend of Cceur de Lion, who lamented the death 
of the hero \v. such moving strains ; such might have been 
Bernard de Ventadour, who sang the praises of Queen 
Elinore's beauty ; such GeofTrev Rudel, of Blaye, on his 
own Garonne; such the wild Vidal: certain it is, that 
none of tliese troubadours of old could more move, b^' 
their singing or reciting, than Jasrnin, in whom all their 
long-smothered fire and traditional magic seems reiliu 
mined. 

" We found we had stayed hours instead of minutes 
with the poet ; but he would not hear of any apology,— 
only regretted that his voice was so out of tune, in conse- 
quence of a violent cold, under which he was really 
laboring, and hoped to see us again. He told us our 
country-women of Pau had laden him with kindness and 
attention, and spoke with such enthusiasm of the beauty 
of certain ' misses,' that I feared his little wife would feel 
somewhat piqued; but, on the contrary, she stood by, 
smiling and happy, and enjoying the stories of his 
triumphs. I remarked that he had restored the poetry 
of the troubadours ; asked him if he knew then: songs ; and 
said he was worthy to stand at their head. * I am, in- 
deed, a troubadour,' said he, with energy; * but I am far 
beyond them all, they were but beginners; they never 
composed a poem like my Fran90uneto! there are no 
poets in France now, — there cannot be; the language 
does not admit of it; where is the fire, the spirit, tiie ex- 
pression, tlie tenderness, the force of the Gascon ? French 
IS but the ladder to reach to the first floor of Gascon, — 
how can you get up to a height except by a ladder 1 ' 

" I returned by Agen, after an absence in the Pyrenees 
of some months, and renewed my acquaintance with Jas- 
min and his dark-eyed wife. 1 did not expect that i 
should be recognized; but the moment I entered tlie little 
shop I was hailed as an old friend. ' Ah! ' cried Jasmin, 
* enfin la voila encore ! * I could not but be flattered by 
this recollection, but soon found it was less on my own 
account that I was thus welcomed, than because a cir- 
cnmstance had occurred to the poet which he thought 1 
could perhaps explain. He produced several French 
newspapers, in which he pointed out to me an article 
hf.adcd 'Jasmin a Londres; ' being a translation of certain 
Qoiices of himself, which had appeared in a leading 
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English literary journal. He had, he said, been informed 
of the honor done him by numerous friends, and assured 
me his fame liad b^en much spread by this means ; and 
he was so delighted on the occasion, tliat he had resolved 
to learn English, in order that he might judge of the 
translations from his works, whichj he had been told, 
were well done. I enjoyed his surprise, while I informea 
him that 1 knew who was the reviewer and translator; 
and explained the reason for the verses giving jJleasure in 
an English dress to be the superior simplicity of the Eng- 
lish language over modern French, for which he has a 
great contempt, as unfitted for lyrical composition. He 
inquired of me respecting Bums^ to whom he had been 
ikened ; and begged me to tell him something of Moore. 
The delight of himself and his wife was amusing, at hav 
ing discovered a secret which had puzzled them so long. 

" He had a thousand things to tell me; in particular, 
that he had only the day before received a letter from the 
Duchess of Orleans, informing him that she had ordered 
a medal of her late husband to be struck, the first of which 
would be sent to him: she also announced to him the 
agreeable news of the king having granted him a pension 
of a thousand francs. He smiled and wept by turns, as 
he told all this; and declared, much as he was elated at 
the possession of a sum which made him a rich man foi 
life, the kindness of the Duchess gratified him even 
more. 

" He then made us sit down while he read us two new 
poems; both charming, and full of grace and naXvet^ ; and 
one very affecting, being an address to the king, alluding 
to the death of his son. As he read, his wife stood by, 
and fearing we did not quite comprehend his language, 
she made a remark to that effect : to which he answereu 
impatiently, * Nonsense,— don't you see they are in tears.* 
This was unanswerable; and we were allowed to hear the 
poem to the end; and I certainly never listened to any 
thing more feelingly and energetically delivered. 

" We had mucn conversation, for he was anxious to 
detain us, and, in the course of it, he told me that he had 
been by some accused of vanitv. * Oh,' he rejoined, 
' what would you have ! I am a cnild of nature, and can- 
not conceal my feelings ; the only diflerence between me 
and a man of refinement is, that he knows how to con- 
ceal his vanity and exultation at success, which I Hei 
every body see.' " — Beam and the Pyrenees, I. 869, e< $eq. 

Page 356. A Christmas Carol 

The following description of Christman in Burgundy is 
from M. Fertiault's Omp (toeil sur Its XotU cn Bour- 
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ffo^f prefixed to the Paris edition of Les Noels Bomr- 
gmanona de Bernard de la Alonnoye ( Gui Bardzai)^ 1842. 

"Every year, at the approach of Advent, people refresh 
their memories, clear their throats, and begin preluding, 
in the long evenings by the fireside, those carols whose 
invariable and eternal theme is the coming of the Mes- 
siah. They take from old closets pamphlets, little col- 
lections begrimed with dust and smoke, to which the 
press, and sometimes the pen, has consigned these songs; 
and as soon as the first Sunday ol Advent sounds, they 
gossip^ they gad about, they sit together by the fireside, 
sometimes at one house, sometimes at another, taking 
turns in paying for the chestnuts and white wine, but 
singing with one common voice the grotesque praises of 
the LuUe Jetui. There are very few villages even, which, 
during all the evenings of Advent, do not hear some or 
these curious canticles shouted in their streets, to the 
nasal drone of bagpipes. In this case the minstrel comes 
as a reinforcement to the singers at the fireside; he brin^ 
and adds his dose of joy (spontaneous or mercenary, it 
matters little which) to the joy which breathes around 
the hearth-stone; and when the voices vibrate and re- 
sound, one voice more is always welcome. There, it is 
not the purity of the notes which makes the concert, but 
the quantitv, — non quaUtcu, ted quantitas; then, (to finish 
at once with the minstrel,) when the Saviour has at length 
been bom in the manger, and the beautiful Christmas Eve 
is passed, the rustic piper makes his round among the 
houses, where every one compliments and thanks nim, 
and, moreover, gives him in small coin the price of the 
shrill notes with which he has enlivened the evening en- 
tertainments. 

" More or less, until Christmas Eve. all goes on in this 
way among our devout singers, with the difierence of 
some gallons of wine or some hundreds of chestnuts. 
But this famous eve once come, the scale is pitched upon 
a higher key, the closing evening must be a memorable 
one. The toilet is begun at nightfall; then comes the 
hour of supper, admonishing divers appetites; and groups, 
as numerous as possible, are formed to take together this 
comfortable evening repast. The supper finished, a circle 
gathers around the hearth, which is arranged and set in 
order this evening after a particular fashion^ and which at 
a later hour of the night is to become the object of special 
Interest to the children. On the burning brands an enor- 
mous log has been placed. This log assiuredly does not 
change its nature, but it changes ite name during this 
evening: it is called the Suche (the Yule-log). "Look 
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you,* say thev to the children, * if you are good this eve- 
ning, Noel ' (for with children one must always personify) 
* will rain down sugar-plums in the night.* And the chil- 
dren sit demurely, keeping as quiet as their turbulent 
little natures will permit. The groups of older persons, 
not always as orderly as the children^ seize this good 
opportunity to surrender themselves with merry heaiia 
and boisterous voices to the chanted worship of the mir- 
auulous Noel. For this final solemnity, they have kept 
the most powerful, the most enthusiastic, the most electri- 
fying carols. Noel ! Noel ! Noel I This ma^c word re 
sounds on all sides ; it seasons every sauce, it is served 
up with every course. Of the thousands of canticlet 
which are heard,on this famous eve, ninety-nine in a hun 
dred be^n and end with this word ; which is, one ma? 
say, their Alpha and Omega, their crown and footstcol 
This last evening, the merry-making is prolonged. In- 
stead of retiring at ten or eleven o'clock, as is generally 
done on all the preceding evenings, they wait for the 
stroke of midnight: this word sufficiently proclaims to 
what ceremony they are going to repair. For ten min- 
utes or a quarter of an hour, the bells have been calling 
the faithful with a triple-bob-major; and each one, fur- 
nished with a little taper streaked with various colors, 
(the Christmas Candle,) goes through the crowded streets, 
where the lanterns are dancing like Will-o' -the- Wisps, at 
the impatient summons of the multitudinous chimes. It 
is the Midnight Mass. Once inside the church, they hear 
with more or less piety the Mass, emblematic of the com 
ing of the Messiah. Then in tumult and great haste they 
return homeward, always in numerous groups ; they salute 
the Yule-log; they pay homage to the hearth; they sit 
down at table ; and, amid songs which reverberate louder 
than ever, make this meal of after-Christmas, so long 
looked for, so cherished, so joyous, so noisy, and which it 
has been thought fit to call, we hardly know why, Ritstig- 
non. The supper eaten at nightfall is no impediment, as 
you may imagme, to the appetite's returning; above all, 
if the going to and from cliurch has made the devout 
eaters feel some little shafts of the sharp and biting north- 
wind. Rosgignon then goes on merrily,— sometimes far 
hito the morning hours; but, nevertheless, gradually 
throats grow hoarse, stomachs are filled, the Yule-log 
burns out, and at last the hour arrives when each one, as 
best he may. regains his domicile and his bed, and puts 
with him sell between the sheets the material for a good 
Bore-throat, or a good indigestion, for the morrow. Pre- 
vious to this, care has been taken to place in the slippers. 
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or wooden shoes, of the childreOf the snf^r-plnms, which 
shall be for thenif on their waking, the welcome miits of 
the Christmas log." 

In the Glossary, the Suche, or Tnle-log, is thus de- 
fined:— 

" This is a hnge log, which is placed on the fire on 
Christmas Eve, and which in Burgundy is called, on this 
account, lot Suche de NoeL Then the father of the famil 7, 



Christmas carols with his wife and children, the smallest 
of whom he sends into the comer to prav that the Yule- 
log may bear him some sngar-plums. Meanwhile, little 
parcels of them are placed under each end of the lo^ 
and the children come and pick them up, believing, in 
good faith, that the great log has borne them." 
Page 363. That of our vices we canfrasne 
A ladder. 

The words of St. Augustine are, " De vitiis nostril 
Bcalam nobis facimus, si vitia ipsa calcamus." 



Page 365. The PhanUm Ship, 

A detailed account of this " apparition of a Ship in the 
A.ir " is given by Cotton Mather In his Ma^nalia Christi, 
Book I. Ch. YI. It is contained in a letter Irom the Kev. 
James Pierpont, Pastor of New Haven. To this account 
Mather ad(& these words : — 

' Keader, there being yet living so many credible gen- 
tlemen, that were eyewitnesses of this wonderful thing, I 
venture to publish it for a thing as undoubted as 't is 
wonderful." 

Page 371. And the Emperor but a Macho. 

Macho, in Spanish, signities a mule. Golondrina is the 
feminine form of Gohmrino, a swallow, and also a cant 
name for a deserter. 

Page 377. Oliver Basselin, 

Oliver Basselin, the ** Fere joyeux du Vaudeville,''* 
ilounshed in the fifteenth century, and gave to his con- 
vivial songs the name of his native valleys, in which he 
sang them, Yaux-de-Vire. This name was aflerwardi 
corrupted into the modem VaudeviUe, 

Pa^e 379. Victor Gal&raith, 

This poem is founded on fact. Yictor Galbraith was % 
bugler in a company of volunteer cavalry; and was shot 
m Mexico for some breach of discipline. It is a common 
superstition among soldiers, that no balls will kill them 
unless their names are written on them. The old prov« 
•rb says, Every bullet lias its billet." 



particularly amonfj the middle 




Sermon III. De Ascemione, 
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Pa^ 882. Irtmember the tea-Jlgkt far away. 

This was the engagement between the Enterprise and 
Boxer, off the harbor of Portland, in which both captains 
were slain. They were buried side by side, in the cem- 
etery on Mountioy. 

Page 389. SanUi Fibmena, 

" At Pisa the church of San Francisco contains a chapel 
dedicated lately to Santa Filomena; over the altar is a 
picture, by Sabatelli, representing the Saint as a beautifot, 
nymph-like figure, floating down Irom heaven, attended 
by two angels bearing the lily, palm, and javelin, and 
beneath, in the foreground, the sick and maimed, who are 
healed by her intercession." — Mbs. Jambsom, Sacred 
and Legendary Art, II. 298. 
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